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PREFACE. 



T T THEN :firft I wrote th^fotlomng &tr^ 
W ntonSi. and MedUations^ it was not 
my Intent ever to make them fuhlick^ they 
being entirely written far my own private 
jldvantage^ at a Timf when I was in grtat 
Adverjity both in Body and Mind \ which 
drove me to write my Noughts on various 
SuhjeSts^ juji astheyo^curred^forprefeniand 
future Benefits the long Continuance and^ 
fVeigbt of my AffliSions hating impaired my 
Memory^ fo that /• was unable to recollect 
GOD's former favourable Difpenfatms to- 
wards me, or long retain what He was pi cafe d 
then to give: And I have Reafon to blejs GOD 
for the Ufe they were of to mCy both when 1 
frft wrote tbem^ and ftnce^ in peruftng ibern; 
they bringing^ings back to view, in the fame 
Light I Jirjir.^w them, and yielding me a 
fecond Pleafure. 

■ A a / hap- 



iv PREFACE. 

I happened to communicate what is heu 
written^ withjome other Writings, to a few 
particular Friends^ who were very defirous 
of my printing them ; which at firfi I refufif$y 
for fever al Reafonij (too long to be here infert^ 
ed) but having more fully conftdered 4he Mat- 
ter^ I confented ; in hopes that '^hey would 
prove n Bl^tng to fofne precious- Sfuls^^ if ot- 
-wi^hjianding, the Ihmeliriefs j)f thHr Appiar^ 
once : For I lay no Claim to what is commonly 
called Learnings nor have I obfefved any 
Method in writing theni^ buttbafofSimplicit) 
and Sincerity. . 

' • iryercfore^ . having given the Reafon^wby 
} wrote and printed the following Difcourfes^ 
I have nothing more to eddy bu'tto cr^ve the: 
Divine BU;ffng on ihem^ that they may be of 
fnucb Ufe^ in tbeforw^rdi^tg ofthqfe^ into whofi 
Hands they rnayfall^ in the, tVay to the King^^ 
dom \ which is the unfeigned Defre^ and hearty 
Prayet of hiniy who truly efte^ms himfelj.4het 
leaj of all Saints. ■ 
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The Importance of faving the SouL 



Matthew xri. 26. 

What u a Man profited y if he JhaU gain the wbcle 
fVerld^ and loje his own Soul ? 

)!(3^^)^T/w allowed by mod Men, that tlj« 
^ ^ ^ Salvation of the Soul, is of far greater 
)^ /§{ Importance^ than any Thing in -this 
X¥^?^' ^^^i • An<} yet how miferably incoir- 
fiftent, i$ the Praifjicc of moft Men with 
their Profeffion ! Too many Jive as if they believed 
that they were made only for this Wcrld : Putvng 
in Pra^ke, what the Apoftle fays upon the rpif^ 
take« and exploded Notion of the Sadducecs, Let 
us eat and drifik, far. To-morrow we die, . Whoever 
beholds, with an eiiU^hteped Eye, tl>e Prevalence 
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vf. Vice, and Fo/mality among K^cii of ^ kiS^i ; 
may fafely conclude, without ^ny Breach of Cbri(^ 
tian Charity, concerning the Generality df them ; 
that one Part of them arc S;idducee$, and the 
other Part Pharifees. Some living in the Violation 
of all the Laws of GteD : Glorying in their Wick- 
ednefs, as tho* they believed) that there are neither 
God, nor Devil, Angel nor Spirit, Hcave<i, nor 
Hell. Others, more refined in their Behaviour, 
have only a Name to live, but are fpiritualjy dead i 
SI dull round of fafhionable Performances, at ftated 
Times, beinig the firft and lail. Sum and Subftance,. 
of their Chriftianity. At the fame Time, they art 
imperious, anibitiou<^, prood, gay, and trifling to- 
a Prodigy, A third Sort, fome^hat morewitling 
tofav€ their Souh^ know not how to be at tlS 
I^pencc, Could wilh .to enter, in at the ftrait 
Gate, if there was Room for f^die favourite Lufts. 
They would, willingly ferve God, and Mammon: 
Gratify tbem&^ves, and pleafie an unknown God : 
Would be greatly pleated, to be Drfciplesof Ci^^,, 
bat cannot endure to deny themfelves, and take 
up- the irkfomeCrofs, Who„ that has any tender 
Regard for his Pellow-Creatures, but, in fucb 
Circumftances, muft urge, as he hath Opportu- 
nity, fP^hat is a Man profited^ if ht Jhall gain tht 
whole U^crld^ ar.dlofe his own Soul? In that you are j 
follicitous enough I in things refpe£Hng this World, j' 
<o know what Courfe of Life will be moft to yourj 
Advantage : Permit me to divert your Inquiry a 
Kttic to the Things of another Life, li it appear*, 
from Scripture, and found Reafon, that the gain* 
ing of tbif5 World, will make a Recompense ibf 
theLofs of your Souls, 1 (hall ufe no Arguments to 
difluade you from your prefcnt Purfuits^ But if 
otherwife, I hope you TyiH mike the Salvation of-- 
jour Sottb, the Subjett of your Care,. . 

IflL 
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In order that this Matter may appear in. a clear 
Light, 1 propofc, 

L To oflfer fome Considerations, which may 
convince us, that the Soul is a very valuable 
♦* Thing > and if loft .cannot be recbmpenced. 

IL I fliaU enquire, what a Man hat gained,, whcrf: 
he hath gained the whole World. 

in. Compute, a* well as I am able,, what a Man 
lofbs, who lofeft his Soul. 

IVi And laftly>. I (hall make fome Ufcs of the 
whole : And, 

1. i.If we confidet the Original,, and' Proper- 
ties of the Soul, we fhay be convinced that it i§ a 
very valuable Thing. The facred Hiftorian in-* 
forms us, that God maxk this organised Body of 
the Duft of the Earth :Tho' it is curious in itsMakt^. 
and adoiirably proportioned in all itt Parts, that 
We have Ground enough to fay, it \s fearfidly ani 
^vonderfulfy made ', yet the Body » much inferior to 
the Soul. It came more immediately from^ an(f 
trears a greater R^femblance unto its glorioiis' Au** 
thor. In its ori^nal State, as it came from it» 
Creator j it was the brighteft Difplay of his Power 
% and Wifdom, and the faireft Copy of Himfelf, of 
^y Part of the lower Creation. It was not unt'tfc . 
this noble Being was made, that' God pronounced 
his Works very good. The Faculties of the Soul 
were all perfe^in their Kind ; capable of the no- ' 
Wdft Employments. The Underftanding wa$,the 
Candle of the Lord ; which Light bore the near'-' . 
eft Affinity to the uncreated Light, of any Thirtg i' 
this World. The Will was formed after the divi 

Miij 
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Mind : The Conscience governed with Mildnefs 
andMajefty: The Memory was a Repofitory of 
aH neceiTary Truth : And all the Pailions were 
fixed upon their proper Objects, and employed m 
a lawful Manner. The whole Soul fitted in every ^ 

Refped for the Contemplation, Service, and En* j 

joyment of God. And tho* it is now, in a de- 
praved and fallen Condition, yet there are fo many 
remaining Infcriptions, and broken fragments, as 
fpeaks it, oilcc a beautiful, and magnificentTem-r 
pie, fit for the Habitation of the Moft4iigh. T^* 
now cnflavcd to Senfe, and fettered with foul exor- ■ 

l)itant Defires j yet when it it is enlarged by Grace, I 

it pants after its native Home, and gives a fuHict*. i 

cnt Proof pf its being a Defcendant from Heaven. j 

Tho* it is furrounded by a Multitude of flattering j 

Obie£ls, yet it denies their Suit, and fcorns. to be 
their Servant; butWaits> and wifties for the happy ^ 

Period of ]t$ Releafe from its irkfon>e Companion, 
a. ^ fec<^nd Confideration, which may convince 
US,, that t)xe Soul is valuable, is, the Pria which 
has been paid for. its Redemption. When Jdam 
tranfgrefled the file Command which was given 
untp him by his Maker, he involved himfelf, and 
all his unhappy Pofterity, in a Debt^ which he» 
nor they coula ever pay: And had there not 
been found on^ more mighty, jnd willing, than 
any of bis OiFspring, they muft have remained in 
Bondage, under 'Chains of Darknefs for ever.. 
But God fo loved bis Creatures, that Hcgave his 
only begotten Son y who by dying for them, might ■ 

redeem theni, and procure once more the forfeited 
Favour of their Gop. JVe could not (faith St. Peter) 
be redeemed with Stiver, or Goldy from our vain con" 
verfation received by Tradition from our Fathers^ htU, 
with the precious Blood of Chridy as of a Lamb witb^ 
iut BlemJjb. and without Spot, i reter i. i8, iQ# 

The 
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The Church of God was purchafed with his otva 
Blood. Afts XX. 28. He gflvi Himfelffir us^ that 
He might redeem us from all Iniquity. Titus ii* 14* 
He was made a Sin^Offering for us^ who knew no Sin^ 
that we might he made the Righieoufnefs of God in 
Him. 2 Cor. v. 21. Tho' tlhie Redemption of our 
Souls by Cbnjl Jefus^ was an Aft of infinite Good- 
xiefs in &od > and the greateft Inftance of his Love 
to his undefe^vine Creatures; yet at the fame 
Time, it is alfo a Proof of the Worth of the Soul ft 
And to be regardlefs of that, for which our kind 
and beneficent God, has taken fo much Care, is 
doing great I nju dice to ourfelves, and tacitly 
charging our Maker with Folly. 

3. A third Thing which fpeaks the VaTue of the 
Soul) ts, the Immortality of it. It is not fubjed 
to decay and perifh, a& the Body is, ^nd all Things 
in this World. It can, and will exift in a feparate 
State^ cither in Happinefs, or Miferv. When it 
leaves the Body, it evaporates not mto commoh 
Air; but returns to God who gave it, to be def- 
tined by Him, either unto Felicity, or Torment. 
Men uflially eftimate Things, by their Duration, 
9s wqII as other Properties. There are raa^ny 
Things in this World.;, beautiful in their Appear-! 
ance, and fignificant in their Ufe^ which yet ar^ 
jpbt of any great Worth,^ becaufe tranfient in their 
Duration. The Flowers which adorn your Fields" 
iknd Gardens, in the Summer Seafon, are more^ 
tteautiful,> and fragrant, than the Diank>nd which 
fpackks in the Monarch's Crown> or the Jewel 
which hangs in the Lady's Ear \ but not of io 
great Value, becaufe not of fo long Continuance. 
But we may add to the other valuable Properties of 
the Soul, /&• of Immortality, Indeed the Soul is 
the mod principal Part of a Man ; hence St. Luke 
renders, the Pafiage gf xbe T^t thus, For what r 
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ft Man adbaniaged if be, gain thi wioH. Wr^rldy and 
kfe himfelf. Luke ix. 25. Yet, Men in geher^l, 
are moft carelcfs, in :the Things which mbfliccuit 
cern them ; and particularly in this, of faving the 
Soul. God, Chri/i^ Salvation, and the Tbi/Jgs.o/^ 
another Life^ are defpifcd by fome, andfleglefl^d 
by tnoft 5 while Things, of little Moment,' fm^ 
tams^ Shadows, Andi Dreams^ are purfued with }xnn 
wearied Eagernefs. Conftant Difappointmentfi) do 
not difcourage Men from multiplying . tbeir Atn 
tempts after Happinefs, where it cannot be founds 
What a ftiange Infatuation^ is this ! Many would 
have been wifq and honourable Men, had tbey but 
had the Happinefs of putting a fufEcient Value 
upon their precious, and immortal Souls; and not 
ttoogreata Value. upon the Worldi Ghcl tboii 
Jjgnus Fatuus, thou Deceiver o£ human CreatUFeey 
thou baft enflaved Conquerors, led Kings \xL 
Chains, and Ixtrayed ^he gating Multitude^ into 
the Infernal Prifon ! But.; let us examinfe thujgalf 
. Worth ? Which learfs. loe isa the iiacondl 
propofed*- - • ..*• , 



iL To' enquire, what a Man has gained, that 
has gainedtbe whole World. 

I. If we were tcx take our Eftimatc of the World, 
from Mens infatlate Defires for it, we might thiolc 
it Vjery pi;eciou$ : But if we had the Happinefs. o£ 
drawing afide,t|^ Veil, and dete^ing th^ Cheat;. 
we (hould iWythat ft is but a Shado/sir, WHicI) 
ibe giddy Mffltkude, are purfuing for the mofc 
fubftantial Good. If we would not' impbfc upon 
ourfelves ; we muft not look at the World, thro' 
the Medium ofdeprav-ed Paffions ; but in theGlafs 
rf God's holy Word. Weigh it in the. Balance 
9f the SancSluary, and not in the Scale of Viur 

Sofif^s, 
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ficnfes. Confwter its Oppofition to Godlincfa i and 
the ObfttodJons It throws in our Way to the moll 
dorabfe ami fubftsmtial Happtnefs. 

%, Iirooc S«)fe of the.word, there arc but kwi 
if any who ^in the World, viz. So as to call it 
their own Property, It is faid indeed, of Alexander 
the Great, that be conc}uered the whole World ; 
and JuguJIus Ca/ar^ moft of the Earth : But neh 
tbcr the former lior the latter, could be juftly 
deemed the Proprietor of it. This was the Privi* 
lege, with which 4dam the fir(l only was favoured* 
But k\ jrnother Senfe there are many, who mjiyi 
Rnddj/gain the Worldj viz. All that the World 
can confer^ which are but three Things; ift. 
Riches, 5td. Human Honour, and 3d. Senfual 
Weafure, Thefe three may fitly be called the. 
Trinity pf the World, All that the World cajl 
produce, is comprijjcd in thtfe j farther it cannot 
Pi nQf fupply Its Advocates* and Admiwrswith 
any eAer AHcelkncy* h^t *vhat is contained there* 
'^'r Therefor*, ^ften ' a Man h*M^ ■plentiful For-i 
wno^ w^es in Wealth, an4 rolls' in ft-ichwj has 
mch Qiialiftcatiqnsj an3 heroick Virtues, is com* 
mand the Honour, and Ajiplaufcof the gaping 
Throng J und when he bath a good State of Health, 
ft firm Conftitution, and Vigour of MintU that bo 
P3n gratify all his Senfes to the higheft Degree, 
^nd e?ctraft all the Delights, the moft eflcntiaV 
8wfet8 of fi^niual Fleafure \ then may he be {i\i t^ 
have gained tb« whole World. ' . 

3, O^aftnaincd up under the DoiSrine of the 
JmpQfl:em?if-fW(?Aw»f/., might think this* a very con- 
'j'^crnbk Mcjuifition j and, perpetuated, a fuf- 
fci(?nt Heaven \ But can itbe thought fatisfa^ftory 
to thtj-Mind, of a Follower of Jafm Oyri/i ? Nay,, 
ii it (Uitcd tQ the original Difpofitioii, or comrned- - 



t 



( " ) 

f ji ate to the-Delircs of- an iitHnortal Soirl ? Let us 
confider thefe three Parts of the World diftindtly. 

4. Firft, What Account do«the Scriptures give 
of Riches? The Prophet Hofea^ xii. i. compares 
them unto Wind^ to denote their Infignificancyi 
and Lightnefs; Tho' they may Anfwer fomr in-^ 
ferior Purpofes of this uncertain Life, yet they are 
'as unable to anfwer the^reat Purpofe of Happinefs, 
cither here, or hereafter j as the Eaft Wind is un- 
able to fill the Belly,. or f-itisfy the Hunger of a 
ftarving Man. Another of the infpired Writers, 
compares Riches to thick Clay\ to (hew us that 
they render a Man's Journey through this Life, 
as difficult, and dangerous, as the weary Travel- 
ler's, who has to take his irkfome Steps thro* 
the mirey Clay. They bind Men's AfFedlions to 
this miferable Earth, from \ihence they have them, 
and hinder, if riot totally prevent their Flight to 
Heaven* Our blclTed Lord and Saviour,, com- 
pares them unto '/Itorwj, Malt, xiii. 22. and Zri//^ 
viii. 14. to fliew us their Vexation and Trouble. 
Thorns arc not mofc fubjc<9: to tear your Gar- 
ments, than the Love of Mo^ey to diftrefs and 
afflidl your Minds : Or Thorns are not more apt 
to diflappoint the joyous Expedtations of the Huf- 
baadman, than the inordinate Love of Riches, to 
hinder the Growth of the Word of Grace; and 
prevent the Fruit of eternal Life. Your poor 
Hearts are tormented, with Cares of geitilig them, 
and your unhappy Souls tortured- with Fears of 
lofing them. Yhcy that will be rich (faith an in- 
spired Apoftle) fall into Ternftationy and a Snare^ and 
into manyfoolijh and' hurtful Lufh^ v^hich drown Men 
in Dejhu^iion and Perdition. For the Love of Money 
is the Root of all Evily luhich while fome coveted after ^ 
they have erred from the Faith ^ and have pierced theni- 
felve$ through with many Sorrows. 1 Tim, vi. 9, xo. 

One 
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One, (recorded in the Gofpel) a lovely Youth, 
who, in Appearance, made fair for being a happy 
Follower, of the adorable 'Jefin \ was dunned in the 
Beginning, and ftopped in his Proceedings, by the 
fat^ Influence of Riches. Mark x. 17, &c. lf^K\n 
v^r Lord was gone forth into the IVuy^ there ca)iu one 
running antt kneeled to Him^ and ajked Hlm^ Gojd 
Mafter^ . what JhaU 1 do^ that I 'may inherit eternal 
Life? Our Lord well knowing with whom He 
had to do, referred him to the Law of Mofes^ not 
tp be juftified by a Conformity to it ; for by the 
Deeds of the Law, no Flejh can he juftified^ Rom. ii!* 
20. but with a Defign to convince him thereby, 
of the Neceffity of obtaining Mercy through a 
Mediator. Upon his profeffing himfelf an Obfer^ 
vtt oi^t Law, (pioufly difpofed from his Youth) 
our Savioyj- informed him, of what he probably 
might little expedi, that one Thing he. wanted ; Go 
thj Way J Jell all that thou ha/ly and give to the Poor ; 
and thou jhatt haveTreafure in Heaven^ and ccme^ take 
up the CrofSf and follow nie. This difcovcred his 
darling Sin, his avaricious Difpofitipn. He went 
away fad ahd grieved at this faying, for he had 
great Pojfefftons, This Animadverfion, our Lord 
made upon this unhappy Man's Condu6t, How 
hardly JhalV they who have Riches ^ enter into the King- 
dom of GoD'i His Difciples being aftoniflied at 
this unufual, and uncouth. DotSttine; our Lord, 
far from retracing vi^hat He had faid before, an- 
fvrtredf- Children SHow hard is it for Men, trufinf 
in their Riches^ to enter into the Kingdom of God ? 

5. Oh! ye rich Men, who love, and truft in 
your uncertain Riches, ye have your Confolation 
in this Life. You ^re depending upon a Reed, 
which will not only break, when ypu have mod 
Need of it, but will enter into, and pierce th(? 
Hand that holds it. .Remembei* your Brother, iit 
B whole 
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whofc pernicicHi? Steps you are treading;, and 
y^fhok Fate you are likely to fliarc. He, as you 
are now, was cloathed in Purple and fine' Linen ^ and 
fared fumptuoujly every Day j but after a Ihdrt, vo- 
luptuous Life, fpent in Affluence and Bafe, funk 
down into the unextinguifliable Flames of Hell : , 
Where he had not, fo much as a Drup of Water ' 
to cool his Tongue- 

6. The fecond Part of the World, is Human 
Honour, the Praife which comcth of Men*: The 
iinftable Breath of the Multitude : Whidi, how- 
ever it may be fought after, by Men who know 
not God I is not only iniignificant in itfetf, but 
very iincertain in its Duration. A dangerous Pi- 
nacle, from whence mariy have fallen, into the 
moft deplorable Miferies. Thofe who have ar- 
rived at a State^ of the moft confummate Honour, 
this World can ajffbrd ; have ftill found' their Am- 
{>ition as craving, as when they were in themeaneft 
Condition. Grre^tnefs makes a Man the p\M^ 
of the Malice of fome, and Envy of others. * The 
Misfortunes, and Miferies, of Emperors ahd King3; 
The various Changes through which they have 
pafTed; the Scenes af eilormous Dangers unto 
which thjev ' have been expofed ; may ^ve you a 
Juft Difguu to Greatnefsy and Honour. A little 
MifcondvK^ in your Life, or evil Surmife in the 
. Bofoms of your Adniirefs, is like the Fh in the 
jpothecarfs Pot of Ointment^ it Wafts your Reputa« 
tion, and defaces your Honour ; lays your Glory 
in the Duft, and covers your Name with Odium 
• iand Difgrace. How much better i$ it, to have 
the Approbation of your Maker, and the Tefti^ 
niony of a good Confcience \ than all the frothy 
Applaufe of Men? Fame and Renown^ is too 
often Fuel to the unholy Flames of Pride and Con- 
cupifence, and put -Men upon dangerous Enter- 
prizes : 
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prizes : Put out the Eyes of their UnderflanJing, 
and betray them into the mpft inextricable Cala>* 
mirics. It is much fafer to b« at the Foot of the 
Crof?, where Chrj^ was crucified ; than near the 
Throne where the King is fitting : To be a dcf- 
plfed Samaritan 5 than an applauded Pharifce : A 
degraded Piter -^ than a worfhipped Herod, Mofei 
efteemed it better, to fufFer Difgrace with the Peo- 
ple of GoDi than to be preferred in Pharaoh' % 
Court. 

Go to the Tombs of your Fellow- Creatures : 
They will teach you how to eileem the Grandeur 
of Men. Who is rich, or honourable in the 
Grave? The difFerant Titles of Stateftmny and 
Generals^ of Gentknurtj and Noblesy arc buried In 
profound Silence. Diftinguifliing Charafters, and 
itluftrious Names, are not known among the quiet 
Dead/ None contend for Precedency there. The 
gingie of flattering and enfnaring Appellations, is 
only heard above Ground, not in the ftlent Man- 
fions of the Tomb. Why then fuch Tbirft for 
Praife, which continues but for an Hour? Poor 
Mortals, feeding upon perifliable Air ! Ignoble 
Creatures, who have no higher Motives, nor 
greater Views than human Greatnefs ! Were you 
not made for the Glory of your Creator ? Is it not 
your only Bufinefs upon £arth to honour your 
Lord and, Saviour, and finifli the Work He hath 
given YQU to do ? But let us corifider. 

7, The third and laft Part of the Word; viz. 
fenfual Plcafure : TTie inordinate Gratification of 
all your Senfes. It may be obfefved, that there is 
an innocent, as well as a criminal Ufe of all our 
Senfes. All Pleafurc which is fupplied thereby,^ is 
not firtful. As for Inftance ; God *has annexed 
Pleafurc tojtbat,. which is neceffary for the Conti- 
nuation of our Being 5 and Succeffion of Mankindr 
B 2 Wr 
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We feel Plcafure in eating when we are hungry, 
and drinking when we are thirfty. The contem- 
plative Man feels Pleafure, when he views, with 
a philofophic Eye, the Works of Creation, and 
Providence. The moft innocent, and happy Ina- 
preifidns are made upon bis Mind ; when the Ob- 
jecSts are Jeaft adulterated by Art. Ai/d the labori- 
ous Hulbandnian feels Pleafure in Reft at Night, 
after the Toils of the J^ay. 

8. It is not then, of this Kind of fenfual Plea- 
fure of which I {hall fpeak : But of (iich a Degree- 
of fenfual Gratifications, as is unbwful, inconfift- 
cnt with the moral Law, the Rules of the Gofpel, 
and Chriftian Self-denial i as alfo an Enemy to 
Health, to good Sen (e, to hun^n Society, and the 
Honour of God. In determining this Matter^ 
, how far We may go and be innocent ; we muft not 
take our Efiimate from the downy Doftor's Life f 
.who gravely talks of hinoc$nt Rtcreatton^ and coldly,, 
(in unmeaning Expreffions) inveighs againft fen- 
fual Pleafure from the Pulpit > but from the Word 
of God, and the Example of the Primitive Saints. 
That the common D^bauchee^ who returns from 
bis Night Reve's, gulled of his Money, dogged 
with Shame, and his Veins filled with new Dif- 
tfafes, is a Senfualift, no one can doubts who has 
Senfe or Underftandrng left. The ordinary Drunk- 
ardy who has drowned his InteTleS in Wine, waft- 
ed his Subftance, and broke his Conftitution ; muft 
be deemed, by Men of comwjn Religion, an 
Intemperant, Butthc Man who is guilty of fecrct, 
habitual Uncleannefs, who cannot look upon a 
Piece of well proportioned and ornamented Clay, 
but he is under the Power of indulged Concupi- 
Icence; whofe Eyes are full of Adultery, and can- 
not ceufc from Sin ; will fall under the fame Con- 
cicmnation, and find out hisMiltakcx ifnotbufore, 

at 
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at the great and terrible Day of Judgment, when th fr 
fecret;and hiddcnThingsof Darkr.efslhall bedifclof- 
ed. He alfo, who under the fafhionable Pretence of 
Bufinefs,Love of Company, or good Fellou'ihip, fre- 
quents the Ale-houfe, fits with, and is a Ccmpa- 
nion of Sots; by his Aftions aflifting, and his 
Countenance encouraging them ; a« he is a Par* 
taker of their Sin, fo he will (hare in their Punifli* 
ment. The next in Affinity to him that ftealeth 
the Golden Wedge, and the Bab\ loniih Garments, 
muft {hare the fame Fate. A Comf anion of Fo'ih 
Jhall be dtjlroyed. The airy Gentleman, and the 
puny Fop, who think themfelves happy enough, 
if they have the Fortune to be the Ladies Look in ir 
Glafs, whofe Pleafure is a Dream ; and whnfe 
feeing is an Nuifance to the Earth, fall under the 
' fame Cenfure. All modilh Vifiiers, whofe chief 
Enquiry is. What jhall %ue eat^ arid what Jhall we 
drinky and where withal JhaU we be clothed ; whoji 
God is their Belly j ivho only mind earthly Thinp, ;are 
of the fame Number j and muft be ranked among 
tbe Senfualifts, And we may add" to tbofe, filch 
as know no higher Happinefs, than being A£lors 
and Spectators of Plays^ Balby and JJfembUts \ to 
fcuffle Cardsy o? throw Dice ; to follow the Hmnds^ 
or to fee Coch fight ^ or Horfes run. Th^e ase 
Men of Pleafure, who in the Midft of nii.tural 
Life, are in fpiritual Death. Wc fee now^ what 
a Man has gained, who has gained the whoPs 
World : An affluent Fortune > and a good Con* 
ftitution, that he can live in all fenfual PleafuVes; 
and fuch Qualifications as procure him the Efteem: 
and Honour of the People* But alas ! How far Is 
he yet from what he fought, viz. Happinefs ? Ho / 
poor, how miferable a Sight, is his Felicity! His 
Rithes may take Wing, and fly away like an 
Eagjle towards Heavciv' His Honour may di« 
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^way like the Morning Dew; an3 his Pfeafure 
become taftelcis. This wUl inevitably be theCafe^ 
when Sickncfs, or old Age comes ou, and Oe^th 
finiihes his fruit lefs Life. 

9. An immortal Being, walking in the dai>ge.rou» 
Paths of Riches^ drenched in the pernicious Dreg^- 
of carnal Deligbt^'^nd tottering, at onc« on the 
Pinacle of human Honour^ and on the Brini oj the 
Gravel ^s a Sight^ at which. Angels fcudder, 
heaven lowers. Earth mourns, good Men weep^, 
and Devils triumph. The vital Flame was nor 
enkindled in yeu, to warm your wifhes for Karch, 
i>ut for Heaven. The Candle o^. the Lord was 
iiot lighted to illumiae your Steps to Hell, au^ 
Damnation ^ but to eternal Life and H^ppincfs. 
Let one who gattrad the World before you, be 
permitted to repirove your Foljyi and Madnefo. 
$olcmofil nie^n^ .h^d onoe fii^^,i^,2a\i PUdfure^ and 
Hmouhy i« as greats or far greater Perfe(Slioa, 
Aan you can expe£l.to have. What faid he of 
.them, when God had cnlightwied his Mjnd? All 
is Vanity off^aniiirs^SLnd (to fhoek >\ou the more) 
Vexatian of spirit ! Eccl. iv. 16. .This is then the 
Sum Total,, that the Man bAS gained who has 
gained tjie wh«le World.. 

• UL Thirdly^ I am to cc«npute as well as I am^ ' 
ible, what the Man lofes^ who Ipfes his Soul. 

I. By this Expreffion, the Lofs of the Soul, is 
not nieant the Privation of its Being, but the Lofs 
of its Happinefs. The Bleffings and Privileges 
w^hich it might have etyoyed in Time and in Etcr- 
ai:y- It is a Maxim, that Oppofrtc s generally 
iiluftrate each other. By comparina: the Happi* 
nefs of the Righteous, with the ft^Kfery of the 
Wicked, we fhall beft difcover the Lofs he fuf- 
'taina>, wbo.loi£s his Soul. 

2. Firft,, 



( 19 ) 

"^. Firft, the rigbtecus Man has a. well grounded 
Affurancc of the RemiiBon of all his Sms, his In- 
tcreft in Chrift^ and Adoption iiito the Family 
. >of God. He is aflured of this, ift, by his Faith in 
Garift Jefus. He that believc'th that Jefus ii the 
Chrift is born o/GoD, i John'v. i . £y Him all that 
htliivey are jujiified'from all Things, Atls xiii. 39. 
VntS ttiw, f unto Chriji Jefus) give all the Prophets 
Viitnefs^ tlxit through his NawCy whofoever bilieveth 
\n Himy fJ Ml receive Remijfton of Sins, 2dly. By 
Jiis univerfal, and difuitercftcd Love to the Bre- 
thren. Beloved let us love one another ^ for Love is of 
God ; and every pne that loveth is horn of God ^ and' 
Itnoweth GoD. I John iv. 7. JVe know, that wp 
have, pajfed from Death unto Life hecaufc we love the 
Prethren, I Johii Hi. 14. 3dly, By the Indwell- 
ing and Evidence of the Hgiy Ghpft. Hereby knqtt/ 
wey that we dvueli in Him ana tie in usy fy the Spirit 
V)hich He Bath given i^j, i John iii. 24. and iv. 1 3.. For 
ye have received the Spirit ^fJdoptiony whereby we cry^ 
, Abbfl^Father. The Spirit ftj elf bear eth Witnefs^ with Q,ur 
spirits that we are the Children of GoD» Rom. viii. 
15. i6. 4thly. By his Freedpm from, and hatred 
Vnto Sin. Te itre dead to Sin j howjhall ye live any 
longer therein? Sinjhall not have dominion over yoti^ 
for ye are not under the Law ^ but under Grace, But 
jruriv being made free from Stn^ and become Servants t9 
God, ye have your Fruit unto Holinefs^ and the Enit 
fverlafitng Life, Rom. vi. 2. 14. and 22. jH> that 
is born of God j doth not commit Siti. i John iH.,9» 
andv. 18. Sthly. By his good Works : By his 
Piety towards God ; Jdftice, Mercy, and Charity 
towards his Feliow-Cf catures ; and by his Tempe- 
rance, Chaftity, and Self-denial towards himfelf^ 
If you know that he is righteous y ye know that every one^ 
(and none elfej that doth Righteoufnefs^is born pf 
him. 1 John ii. 29. Hereby we know,, that we 
kmii himyifwe keep his Commandments^ 1 John ii. ^ 
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If ye keep 'my Commandments^ ye Jhall abide in my 
Love^ even as I have kept my Father* s Commandments^ 
and abide in his Love, John xy. lo. Our Obedi- 
ence unto the Commands of God, is the mo ft ob- 
vious, and furcft Proof of the Soundnefs of ourCon- 
verfion, the Reality of our Graces, and of the Cer- 
tainty of our being the Children of God. 

3. But the wiciced Man, as he is far from find- 
ing thefc Ma'-ks upon his Soul, or difcovering them 
in his Life ; fo he is as great a Stranger tothcHap- 
pinefs, which refults from them, He luioweth not 
the Joys, which flow from a true and ftcdfa^ Faith 
in ChriJ} Jcjus, His Heart is not warmed with Love 
to God, and all Mankind, nor has he the confo- 
latory Teftimony of the Hoi) Spirit, or the* Sup- 
porting Evidence of a good Confcience. But af- 
ter all the Attempts he has made to prevent it, hid 
Confcience will charge hiai with his Sins, and 
Guilt will burden his Mind. His Face may coun-' 
terfeit a Smile, when Grief affl ds his rfeart. It 
is often Day in his Countenance ; when it is Mid- 
night in his Confcience. Oh I had he but had the- 
Happinefs of embracing fo' favourable an Oppor- 
tunity, his Pain might have ended in a joyful De- 
liverance* But being bent on defperate Wicked - 

Sefs, he haftened to Silence the Clamour of his 
dind, and ftiffled thofe promifuig Convldlions. 

4. Secondly, The righteous Man enjoys the 
Peace of GoD* That Peace which pafTes all human 
Underftahding. Being jufiified by Faith^ faith St» 
Paul, we have Peace with God, through our LoRt> 
Jefus ChriJ}. |bm. V. I. A calm fcrene Mind. 
A MJT^d at Unity with itfelf; which outward 
Tempefts cannot ruffle or difcompofe. A Confci- 
oufnefs that God is pacified, which r^jrcads itfelf 
through the whole Sout, and defufes its amiable 
Influence throu:;h all that he performs. Shews, 
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itfclf in his Countenance and Sweetens every Ac- 
tion'of his Hand, and Word of his Mouth. 

5. But the wicked Man, not being at Peace 
with his Maker, is not, cannot be at Peace in him- 
fclf, or with his Fellow- Creatures. Thin hm 
Peace to the IVi iked faith the Lord. His turbulent, 
and uneafy Soul, is aptly compared to the raging 
Ocean, the W'aters whereof cannot reft, but are in 
perpetual Motion; difturbed by the Storms, and 
bounded by the defpicable Sand, they recoil when 
obftrudied, and return with a foaming Murmur : 
Sothe Wicked is difturbed by ungovernablePaflion&,^ 
and obftru^ted in the Execution of their" Malice, 
and accom pi ifti in g of their ambitious Defires, by 
the Providence of God. They fret ihemfelves and. 
are in continual Tormentr 

6. Thirdly, The Righteous enjoy the Fiovour of 
God which D/jfwV eftecmed better than his natural 
Life.InAfEidions,Croftes,andDifappointments,they 
fcehisFatherlyChaftiCement: In Temptation, they 
prove his paternal Care, and Deliverance j. and in 
Profperity, his KindneYs and Love. They feel his 
everlafting Arms beneath them, and htsProvidencc 
always concerned for their Iritereft. In their Acceft 
unto him they tafte his Goodnefs, and from the 
pufe Fountain of his Love, they draw the Wa- 
ters of Confolation. They find his fweet, and. 
amiable Prefence in all bis Ordinances, and their 
Hearts rejoice i*ith Joy tinfpcakable ; not to be 
difcribed by human Tongues, nor enjoyed by vici- 
ous Hearts. Doth the illuftrious Sun, when he 
Cometh forth as a Bridcout of he^hamber, and 
rejoiceth as a Giant to run his Courftf, illumine a 
dark World; does he realize every pleafing Ob- 
ject to our Sight, which before were folded pp in 
the (kbleMantle of Night; and fpread Livtlinefs and 
Beauty over all the vifible Creation t How much 

tfvore 
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'more does the glorious Son of Rightcoufnefs cn- 
Jighten, animate, and cheri(h the holy SquI! By 
the pleafant Rays, which proceed from his pacified^ 
and loving Countenance, the Glories of Heavf;}i 
are difcovcred, and the Soul anticipates 'cdeftjal 
Happinefs. God freely communicates his Good- 
nefs i^nto the Righteous. They arc the Truilec^ 
of his Secrets, theHabitationof his Spirit; and the 
SubjeSs of his Mercies. Theif Heart is the Place 
of hisReildence, their Soul his Throne of Mild* 
Jiefs and Majefty, and their Houfe of Clay, the 

" Temple of the Holy Ghoft, 

7. But He is angfy with the Wicked every Day. 
They arc under his Curfe, and Frown. His 
Wrath is revealed from Heaven againft their Ua- 
godli.nefe. . They arc the Marks,, for the Arrows 
ofbjs righteous Indignation. At whpfe Hearts^ 

' the naked Sword of Vengeance is pointed, and 
flaming Thunder-Bolts are flying. If they are iij 
a good Meafare free at prefent, from any frightful 
Apprehenfions, which the Nature of their Danger 
fliould fugged s it is becaufe their Hearts are pa^ 
Feeling, and their being infenHble of their real 
Condition \ is an Argument of their State being 
fo much the more deplorable. You do not efteeni 
the Man happy, who by Dot ige is dandled to per- 
petual Smiles. But the Wicked cannot always be 
free from Fear ; theymuft fometimes be appreheri- 
five that their State is not good.. In their fober 
Intervals they muft fear ^e EfFedts of GdD*s 
Difpleafure. 

'8. Fourthly, The Righteous arc, byprogreflivc 
Holinefs, reftored unto the Image and Likenefs of 
God. By the continual AiTiftancc and Influence 
of the Holy Ghoft, by a conftant, and confcienti- 
ous Ufe, of all the Ordinances of God, and afteady 
Courfe of Self-denial, and Vigilance; they attain 

the 



( 23 J 

the whole Mind which was in their XoitD and Sa- 
viour. Are reftored unto Righteoufnefs, and true 
Holincfs, which was the principal Part of that 
Image in which Mam was created. This does not 
only give them Afliirance of, but qualifies them for 
Gloxy/ And is, in thi^Life, a never-failing Source 
of Happinefs. Oh ! how amiable that Mind, where 
there is perfeft Harmony and Concord » Where* 
Love Moves, every Spring, and.Influeaces every 
ASion, Where Temperance and Chaftity arc 
{tri&ly preferved. Where Faith and Hope, bold 
the Reigns, and Purity of Intention^ direds the 
Hand and Tongue, and hallows every Perfor- 
mance/ 

9. But theWicked, fer from retrieving the Image 
of Cjod; Sink deeper into the Nature of the Devil. 
Grow-more into the Likenefs of ther Father, whoie. 
Works they do. The longer they live upon the 
lEartb, the more earthly they grow. As they ad- 
vance in Years ; tjiey mature in Iniquity ; and as 
they approach to the Grave, they ripen forDcftruo> 
tion:Till up the Meafure of their Sins, and fit 
themfdves for eternal Damnation. Like the Gada- 
renes Swine, when ftrongeft pofefled of the Devil, 
they run with the ^reateft Precipitation, into the 
Gulf of Mifery, Or like Pbaraohy when they are 
moft eagerly purfuing their Wicked nefs, ihey are 
ncareft the Red Sea of God's Wrath. 

10. Fifthly, When the Righteous come to the 
happy Period of this Life, they are fafely guarded 
by Angels into the -Place of the Bleffed. They 
obtain a fafe and eafy Tranfition from fpiritual^ to 
eternal Life, Upon the Brink of Jwdaity they look 
with Pleafure upon the Sorrows of the Wildernefs 
behind them, and the Joys of the promifed Land 
before them. EveryGrace, received and improved, 
every Part of their ChriftianCourfe well iuftained, 

and 
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ah(i every Battle fought, and Viftory obtained y 
afford them Matter of happy Reflcftion. Th£ Day 
efiheir Death is better than fhe Day of their Birth, 
They are happy Voyagers, who have weathered 
out all the Storms of tife, and are brought in Sight 
of the wiflicd-for Harbour. Their Trials are'atan 
End ; their Warfare is accompliihed ; and their 
Reward it fure. Angels wait to do them the lafl: 
friendly office, the Gate of Heaven is open to ad- 
liift them of thie Number of the Saints above*; and 
tbeir Saviour ftandeth ready ito crown them with 
H&nour and Vidtory^ Oh! may my Lot be with 
thfe Righteous in Life, in Death, and in Eternity. 
If it was* innocent to envy^ I could envy their 
fiappinefs. They are going to reap the Fruit of their 
dear Redeemer's Labour. Come Death and open 
the Do<5r of eternal Life, to their .waiting Souls. It 
is done ! The happy' Period is commenced. ^ The 
Righteous are taken from the Evil to come, They 
ire fled^othe Manfidns of Day. What Tongue can 
explain ; What He^t can conceive the amazing 
Scenes which now ar^ repiefented' to the departed 
Saints! . 

•II. Come here ye UngodI jr, and make an Efti- 
mate^of your Lofe. Oh! what Bleffings you- are 
foregoing, what Privileges are you ileglefling, and 
what amazing Happirtefs and Glory, you are de- 
priving yourfelves of ! What inconceivable Mi- 
feries lie before you, and how dreadful that Scene 
your are entering upon : Now confider your latter 
fend : Canfider the Circumftances of Horror which 
ivlHatrend your dying Hour, Not fuch as Imagina- 
tion might paint ; but fuch as your State naturally 
fuggefts. Some' Lingeiing Difeafe, or fome fudden 
Stroke from the Hand of Juftice, will bring you to 
your expiring Bed. Your Limbs will be bathed in 
cold Sweats, while your Hearts are Struggling with 

convulfive 
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cott^lfiVc Dread, your gteing Accomplices in 
Wkkcdnefs, will 'tring to youf labouring Minds> 
the henioiis Impieties, of which you have been pcr- 
ftn^Wy giiiky ; ahd the countkft Kuniljcrs of Sins, 
^ch Through your Inftigation, and Example, if 
not Advice too, they hive committed^ Your Weep- 
ingFriehds, whbfe gbdly Admonitions you dcfpifed, ' 
and made the SubjtS: ofyouHmpiolis Sport, will be 
theOccafion of pSiteftilRcflcdHon. Your innume- 
raWe,aM aggravaictf Sinsi vtfill belike Fire in your 
BohtSjSwordtJ in-your Howds; and a Hell in your 
Confci^hte. Fear of ^ the impehdirt]^ WrAth of 
Afcnighty'GcD, will cdme upon you as Dtffolation, 
aiid D^rudJion ai a Whirlwind : ** while you 
" nicettlie tbrturrngGhbffe, of your departed Joys, 
"atiSmcrbusTriin." He!! will enlarge herielf to 
rccS^c- ybuf' departing^ Souls; while Death the 
dtrefuf ^ Ektciittbner^ • ftrikeS the fi'rti(hing Blow.' 
But'sll^ tfcis- is hut the Begiilriing- of Sorrows. But * 
afiiaH •B/'op of that Cup of Trembling' which i^ 
mingled in the Hand of the Lord, for theWicked. 
But a ftrt^J 'Antlciptftloti of that eternal Weight xjF 
Hbrfor, of whitih^they 'are Heii^. Oh 1 Ktemity f 
Etemitytl- Who* can •forbc^j't (bliddering at the' 
Thoughts of Etertnity' ! Is i^in the Power of hu- 
nAft'Ndftifre, nbltibc affe<ftedw<ih eternal Mifery? 
And^yet'fharll wfe'nothrfUch hiorefear the ai?ni^hty 
JSmaH^ w^^cancniffii the'Natiohsofthe" Earth,' 
wfth^-' hrt Fro'virrji a^ feafllv as 'iv« can crulh the 
frtHfeft'Infea witH'oUI^^Firt^rsJ? 

liJSi5ceWyi^TheRlghteoUs,-at'the general Judg- 
mc'nt^,^' will kfrivfe'at tbnliileat Happinefs^ both in • 
Bbdy 'and'SdUl. In- the ihort Interval between 
then' Death', 'and' that Day, their Bodies are de- 
tained in the Grave ; and'in thatRefpcdt theff Hap- 
pincfs is notcotnpleat ; bur at that Day their Bo- 
<Jres, fowrtitfDifcortdur, Corruption, and Weak- 
C ncfs. 
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fieft, will be rftifed. in Glory, Incorniption, a^d 
Ppwer: And Bodies. a;id Souls, jwill be re-united* 
Then will theybe hQnoured by the Ki»ng of Gloryj 
and before Angels and Men, The Jiidgc will owr^ 
them fqr his Jriends, and make their Names illuf-. 
trious even. \n Heaven. , The bieflcd Rcdeen\er 
will welcome them to hisThronc, and crown them 
with Glory and ViSory. . Came ye bUjJed of my Fa- 
th£r^ (will be the kind Salutatipn of t^hc adpraWe 
Jefus) inherit the Kingdom^ pnrchafed by toy Bloody ' 
and prepared for your Reception, .Vou have well 
fought the good Fight of Faith, and now you fhall 
lay hold, yea be poflefsed of eternal Life. Ohl hap- 
py Souls indeed ; their Eixiployment is to praife 
their glorious^ and exalted Saviour i and their 
Happ inefs confids .in ]6v(ng, and being like unto 
their great High -Pjieft. Their Place of Jlefidencre 
cannot be polluted hy any unhallowed '^ro^aA^ , nor 
molefled by any defigning Enemy. Their Blifs is 
iecure, nor can Thoufa^dsj i^nd M^lUons pi Agics^ 
wafle their Happincfs^ 

13. But theWicJ^ed will befbruft down to HelU 
deftincd by the righteous Judge to that Place, they 
}iad fitted themfelves for »7 hey tJ^iil e^me forth jt^Sbame 
and everlafting Contempt. Will be eternally feparat- 
cd from the Favour x>fGoP5 and tbe Manfions of 
Glory ; and chained down to the burniiig Lake. 
The full Vials of righteous Indigaatjian, will be 
poured out upon them, fro.m the H^nd of Omni- 
potence, Their dark and difmal Prifon,. will never 
admit the leait Ray of heaveply Light, or Glimpfe 
of Hope. The Worm, their Confcience,. will ever 
gnaw them, and the Fire, which is unquenchable, 
ever torment them. Say then my Friends, what 
has the Man gained, who has gained tihe whole 
World ; viz. Vanity of Vanities and Vexation of Spi- 
rit ', but has lofl, the Peace^ Favour^ and Image of 

God, 
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GoD^ ill this World, And etirnal Happinefs in the 
next? Do you^ not now plainly ft;e, that be is no* 
Gaineri but at) tnBnite Lofer? li M.aains thcn^ that 
I (hould in the,t • 

IV. And laft Place, mako fomc Ufes of the 
Wide: Andy 

r. Firft, Permit me to addrefs niyfelf to you, who 
are living in the Sins, and Imparities of the Age ;• 
feying up Rithes, ainriii>g at Pi^cfe'i ment, or wal- 
lowing in the Mire of fenfiial Pleafure 5 even to 
the Neglect andt)eftru6tion of your precious Souls, 
your Judgment, and Confcienoe detect your Mad- 
n^Si and condepin your Folly. You have your 
^ccufef in jour own Breaft. You cannot approve 
ofyour Condu6l, when you come to fober Reflec- 
tion. But" be yet liiore deeply convinced, that you 
^^ve within the Cabinet of yoiir Body a' precious 
Jewel of ineftimable Price, a reafonable Faculty, 
a Soul which will exift for ever, in Pleafure, "or 
'*ain, in Happinefs, or J^ifety. To help you in this, * 
Wdes the Perfuafion you have in yourfelves, and- 
^ke natural Yyt&st of ekifting ; call to your A^iO^ > 
*nce the uhanimou^ Teftimony of the ancient 
^ofriarchs^' 2i\\& Prophetic the *^p^JUes^ and prinlitive 
^^rijians ; and even of God Himlelf. Be^ coriVincM 
f^atyour Salvation is endangered, by your provolC- 
^'^gGoEx. Confiderthe dreadful- Punifhments he 
^^th iflflicaed' Upon obftlnate'Ofenders like your- 
fcjves. The t)eftruaion>of 'the 6ld IVoyld : The 
^^Ve and Brimftone -rained Hpon S^dom^- and Go- 
'««r;^flA ;. and'the Difperfion, and Banifliment of 
J^c Jews for their Henious Offences. Call to 
Mihd' the fearful Stroke of Vengeance, which fell. 
^^mthel/raelitesfor their Adultery with theDaugh- 
l€fS of Maak Num. XKv. i. TheMiferable End of 
C 2- ' hasc/y. 
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Herod^ for, his Pride and Ambitian. -4^x. xii* .23.^ 
And (he unhappy Death .of Juda^^ Arianiasy and 
Sapphiraj for their QpyttrnfmUMi tU xpcyii. 5. and 
Mis^ V. 5. 10. And efpecially tremblej^tif^p dread- 
ful Threatnings, almighty God hatn denounced a- 
;gainj[l all imp.cnijtent Sinners. /iis^IVrathfis reyepled 
from Heaven^ againjl all Ungodiinefs^ ami Unt[igfolje^ 
oufnefs of Men, He bath whft his Sword^ and hint 
UsBoiP'i and prepared fir them fbeJ^u^fint^^fiPeath. 
iHe is unalterably deter^jned^^p tea^li i/^Wfig^|> le, 
^nd peififting Wr,e|c^e8, what it is to ^iffroat his 
iWajefiy, and ;^\)\ik his Mercy. 

.2. Fly ! fly from your Sins, that Iniquity may not, fie 
.your^Mm. If yourfiody was indifpofed, youwpuld 
cpnfult thcPitv/Jt/<?w .• If your Eftate was .eodangefed 
.you . would make Application to tbe,Z,^^<r (o,\in- 
djcatiC ypur Hight.apd fcturjC.ypur.Ptope/^y^; \o^r 
£oiil.s.are hjditpofd by Sin; yflijr /etejr^al Inl^efi- 
^nce is c|id angered by-tjie .Fra|iids .;afld Policies of 
Satan \ yi\\y W\\\ you. i>ot then rn.^e Applicatipn 
^o Chrifi J^f^y in whom the P/jj^^cian and i.aw)er 
^meet. Hh Advice i^ lKa^ling>,and.hls Affiftan©e:is 
jefF^(^uaI. His jDjer«(tjmay:i and (i)uft b^ip^pcm^ 
without Money> or Merit <}fyo^(p!i^n* if'ff^'^k^ 
Deitifrs have notkivg t^P^% thi^.QfC^it<>r franify 
forgives them a(l. A S««fe.of ymr 5ini V«l,a Con^ 
fcioufnefsofj9urUnv?otchiiief^v muft :begin yout 
Recovery; Recollefl andTcrioMflyqonJider» yoMr 
Apoftafy from God. The countlefs Nu^nbers of 
Sins, of which -ypM have: b<^en guilty » ^v.i;fh ^U ^the 
^gg^si.vapng CircuRvftauceai .which have attended 
them. Remember, jand be«A'all ib^jyiultiitMdes of 
cvilPurpofeS) aftdD^fne^, which you haveiconc^ived^ 
in your corrupted Hearts which» fg^r vvant of Op- 
portunity, you could ^ot. 6>rm into Wor^s, ftn4 
Aclions. The many Mercirsyovi have ab^fed and 
i' i;htcd. The Reprooft youh^ve difpifed^ and- 

the 



(' 29 ) 

tbeCounfels you have difregarded. The Unwar- 
rantable Methods you have taken to fecure your- 
felves, and the defperate Means you have uiVd to 
ftop the Work of God in your own Hearts and in. 
ethers. Look upon ' all this, and fay with 
Aftoniftment, Oh ! Wretch that I am ; who (hall 
de/iverrpe from thefe innumerable, aggravated, anJ 
grievous OiFences ? ff^o ! isme^ for 1 bavi deihoye i, 
fnyfelf. So thou haft ; but in Chtiji is thy Htlp. 
Think not that God is about to deilrov thee : be- 
not afraid to know thy Mifery, nor to feel the Bur- 
then of thy Sins. Does thy Confcience reproach 
andcondemn thee? Does thy Iniquity appear wv 
frighiful Forms befcjre thee ? Doft thou look with. 
Abhorrence upon thy part Life ? Doft thou hate 
thy S'msy not only on Account of the Mifcry they 
hve brought thee into, and the Puniflimeiit they 
kve rendered thee obnoxious unto : but for the 
Difnonour they havedoncL unto thy GoD ? Very, 
well. This is tha Work of God. Start not from. 
it. Flvnottothy flnful Companions, tofooliih 
and idle Recreations ; nor ro impious Practices^ 
to divert thy Mind jbut'fly to theMeans of Grace, 
to the Minifiers, and Miniftry of God's Word,. 
and to the Society of the faithful, .where thou m^vyft. 
iind thy Saviour, and thou ftialt be made whole. 

3- ijecondly, Let me apply the Subjccito thofe 
y''\u'i are coldly defiring, but not earneitiy vStriving 
to fave their Souls. Your Conduct, fneaks your , 
jMind in S\ifperife : As tb^' you coulti not deter- 
mine, whether.it is better to fave your Souls, or to 
g:iin the World; Poor mKeiabh Lacdiieans ; trim- 
miner between Earth and Heaven, you are likely to 
Ifiehuih. Can you think that the Fruitof. the 
Tree, of Life, will be plucked by your iodifiVrmt 
ilar.d ? Will the Kingdom of Heaven be lakra. 
iKiVV v.f'Jiout Violence ^ Is God To prodi^^iJ^ of iiis 
C 3 - Grace/ 



Grace, that he will give it, to thofe who do not 
efteem it ? Oh! ye cold hearted, frojs^nFormalifts, 
klthere any Comparifon between Chnfiy and Belial? 
Know ye not yet, which Maftcr to fcrve? t)h ! 
what a Slight you put* liponGoo, Chri/l,, andSalva- 
lion. T^^e Lord of Heaven h^th told you, that 
ifwnjJhaUfeik to enter" tn at ihefiraiiGatei,andJball not , 
hi tile. Luke. xiii. 24: Ar^ not you the very Perfuns? 
Trcjnblc itt the Voic^ of the I/ORD \ and awake 
out of yoiir Criminal Ihdifrerence ! Now firivc^ 
agonrzeV t& inter ti. It is z Jlrmt Gaic,' and 
therefore it X2&i' f6i Edrnejlmfs \ but it is an. 
9tpen Gate *and therefore it encoiiFages Hope. 
TTheWorld, it may tie, how fmlles in your Face, 
hut it intends to b6tray you. FJattcrlng Vanitie^^ 
cpurt "yonr FaVoar,* but they feek' todeftroyyou. 
Struggle out of tbelf Jpernicious , Embraces. Call 
tfee Grace of fi&rj/? to your AfliftaVic.e. ' ftght^not 
inyourown, batinlhfe Strength of Omnipotence,. 
wWchis near uhfo ybii.' And"^ remember, that 
they, (and they only) who oyercpme, fhall fit. 
down with Cirj/finhis everlafting Kingdom. 

'4. Thirdly, 'Suffer m^m make iTfe ofthe Text,, 
for thfe-Encouragement of thofe, who through the, 
Grate of God, have renounced the XVorIa j but 
are doubtful whether they Ihall fa\{ft'thqr Souls,! 
Oiir ''blePed LbRl^ couples, the. gaining of the 
World, and the I/ofs of the Soul together ; which 
implies that 'a Rehuncratibn of the 'World,, and . 
the Salvation* of the Soul, go together alio. As it 
is afuteM^ric, that 'thofe who love the World,, 
have not the Love of the Father in them ; h thofe 
who donot lo^^e the World, have his love in them. 
A holy Contetript of Earth, is an Argument of a. 
righteous Eftcetn foV Heaven ; and the being dead 
to the Things of this W orld, is a Sign of being, 
alive to God. Our having a Tafte for Earth,, or 
HeavePjL determines whexber w^e belong unto* Get 
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thee behind me Saim^ for thou favouf eft not the Things 
which ^e:!of'Go^'9 hi the ,fbings which he ^ 'Men: 
Phyfimm learn by thp beating of. the PuHe ; the 
Habit ^d Difpofuion of the Body : If your Hearts 
beatitrue for.GpO' and Holinefs y it is an Argument 
of a healthy Sc»fe. 

5. What is it that occafions your Doubts and 
Fears? I3 it the Weaknefs. of* your Faith, the Waiit 
of more Love and.Thankfulnefs j your Baclcw'ard* - 
nefs unto> and &>ldnefs.in Hearing .the « Word^ 
ai)d in fecret Prayer \ or the Violeiicc, -aad \^atKty=. 
of your T<pniptations ? One might afk,<whteh of' 
the Sain.ts, ha v^ no^ had Coaiplaintas of this Nature ?«' 
But is, all thi3 th^ Mauer. of your 1 Grief; and ehe 
Svbjea of your Sorfowi. Is Sin in. yoitr Hearty ^-antf* 
in dfiq/WorW tbe.Obje<ft ofiyour Hatred*?- Cffn^ 
7PR:8PP9^ ilpto:.Goi><. ibatoil is^yaur^i^olv; JDefird-J 
to believe in Hijnfted^ly^,!:© do his.Wilhinvafi-^ 
ably, to love HiflX -ccHiftantlyy .and to keep his. 
Cof^inandmpikis .tini^ornfdyi: J^nd fayoiir Efttlea. 
vour^. ip an}( M^afurefprop©itionai&toyoUr DefirC \ 
I'hifiis cnoughr/toiciftnvinfie nacij.ithatr^xHi are in a*' 
State of Gc^cffK i?ear.not;;f but only to offend./* 
C^rj/? j/^J is Jn^thetShip \, You flxaH not be bv^i^ v. 
flow why tbe Waves* /.) : ,:.; . i> 

6^.. Nay* you flialL no^owly pafs unhurt,, thro^ 
every T^pnptatjjpn aad- Xfialj but they fhaJl alL> 
wor^ together foi. your. Advantage j TbeTriatef* 
your -Faithy^s. more preciouSi than that df Gold tuhick\ 
perijbeih. Jffiiaions^ WQjtkfixnf a fir moreexceid'^'^ 
ing^.imdMernd Weight ofGbry. • Spij^uiial." Trial*^' 
do«4iQt Pplyjprtve>\anAdifcovfir.our G^-aces to be •' 

feij^iw, butalfo imprbfe them. Difficulties and i 
)pppfi.tion3i qaieicea our « Zeal, and improve put^J* 
Virtiies i they brighten our Crown, and will afford : 
Matt<er pf hai^y Refleaion. Tbe warmer xh(sr ' 
Engi^g«°*^"^> *ei more Glory and rejoicirtg, at- 
teod* tte^.Cah^ueft, . Tbe ixio>c lofty the Waves, 
. .4 ar 
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and dangerous the Voyage ; the more welcome 
the' Haven. The wife God feeth^ that we are 
unable to bear a Multitude of Favours, without 
a- previous Preparation. Jofiph was defigned for 
Preferment in Pharaoh's Court ; but he muft be 
brought unto it, through a large Scene of affli6ling 
Circumftances. We too often imitate the ungrate- 
ful Hoife, when, he is high i^d^ h-; grows difobe- 
dient V but when his Allowance is abridged, he 
becomes more obfequious to the Hand which fup- 
plies his Wants. ^ The Righteous enter into the 
Kingdom, thro' many Tribulations ; the Captain 
of your Salvation was made per fedl through Suf- 
fering ; finiflied his Mediatorial Undertaking, thro' 
various Calamities. It is enough for the Dlfcipie 
to be as his Mafter, and the Siervant, as his Lord. 
Come on then my FelJow-SufFerers. 

" Nor fear to win the Day, 

" Tho' Death, and Hell obftruS theWay.'' 
7. Fourthly, Give me Leave to make Ufe of 
what has beenfaid^ for the Detection, and Reproof, 
of hypocritical, and infmcerc Pretenders to Godli- 
nefs. Who under the Mantle of a formal Religion, 
carry on their pernicious Defign of engroffing the • 
World. Whofe Gain 'is not Godlinefs ^ but whofe 
Godl.nefs is Gain. -Thofe who make ecclefiaftical 
Preferment, a Stirrup, to worldly Wealth, and 
Honour, and x^ho extorted Fleeces of the 
ftarved Flock, ferve the Purpofes of Voluptuouf- 
ncfs,!Luxury, and Grandeur } are manifeftly aim- 
ing at the Acquifition of this World j rather than 
tlxe Salvation of Souls. The yudas\ who under 
the plaufible Pretences, of Chanty to the Mifle^, 
and Veneration for the Church ; cries out againft 
thofe, who arc too profufe of their Devotions to 
Chrift J defigns, no Doubt, to fill his Bag. They 
arp true Dcfceudanta from Simon theSorceier, not 

frono^ 
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fxom SmaPit^i who barter Livu)g8, mdcjeal rn' 
the Mercbandizeof Ptvinity, a^^ deCire an earthly 
rather tb^.a/i; heavenly Inheritance. The Men of 
mi ProfeJiQ/ij wiiofc ^Kejigion is .governed by 
their fe^i^r /i|i!6ftf^:fipt >y .rtcjr v«nfcicnces : 
Whp.faj-iffura^j pr -.-irelmquifh if,- according tir 
tb€,4^j»e4ls0f |i%e Tinif s^ ^He |]>ifpoiHira lOf .th<s 
CopifwXj .or the iJD^iMteiS- of tb^ .P|*|rfe j \ are Ser- 
m oU\i9a^(^)x^Sj fRot §f OftD. .oil ! ye Gene- 
ratbn of :%pc^rt(i|8, ihq^- .wijl yofj , ^fcape tb« 
Dagin^^^ .Hell? Are.yoM ;iu>t 'beOrayiiig the 
Spn Qf,Qop;wrfhianKifs f .UMerfheCoYcr-of .that 
which wgs iitfigufsd for yojir Salyj»tioi», vqu fire 
Wy^ W» fjid WPrki^ <>i|t ypyr own Deftrn.c- 
tjon. r«)6irjiDg,feefed XhJngs ; .afid ptoftitjuting 
^^lig'ms'lOifsrfe yqiK i49r^ Injeotiqns. Mani- 
^^ifinoiflg.^^g^in^ vthe |(,eo^efiy, aod n^uft pf 
C<)i^Wl¥e4i(^i(|i\wiite)|itlIUi?ifl^ How %e4 

f^ with 4imws jini .S^kkai vfbo pT(?un<5ing to 
P»e 311 jiheir J»?||di .and Mpncy^io the Rifpofal 
ofthe^A^wftles^j.-apd ^Ufe pf the Church j jkept 
^^ck:l»ct? Hqw ivdll :it jfare ^ilb yOWf wbp 
pretend to give Goo y^i^iir :SflryiciBj but re^ 
^'J»v«^yoUr Htaatts,- ai^d Jft^snilpos, :fejr M49inipn 
^«<1 ^</lV/i?'Wh«tJfcep^:^flf»4y^^/w^ meeX wU,h 
fromSt. A^r^ wb6.hyjt^ ipjirfib^fed Gifts pf the 
^o'y Gboft, ttefigftcd to.qarry pn hi5 Sorcery, ippfc 
eff^auaHy to bewitch -tbe.P^qpl^ of Samaria^ efta- 
''^'fc his dfi/ilifli Honour, ^nd ippr^^fe his Wealth ? 
% JWbWiiy ,pfiPtiJh'mth4hee,y 'tku .hqft mither ^arU 
^"^ UtinMi MtttsK'^ fp ^% Me((rt Unot Right in 
^^^^'^i^ht.ifGiQXi->:thfm4irt in .tbe.Gallo/SiiUr-n^fs^ 
«'.^ Bond .cfhii^fiity. Q\x ! that God would give 
you Repenian<5e unto Tafe ; Thajt you jnightnot 
Perilh in ypur.Hypocrify. 

8. fifthly and laftly, Let.me iftt^eat,. high and 
'^ly? rich and po^r, ol4 :a"d yo^ng^ -to fove their 
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Souls. However rfifFerently* you may ^>e denomi- 
nated iri religious Life, or whatever different Ap- 
pearances you may mak^, differenr Characters you 
may ruftain> ordiffepent Offices difcharge, in civil 
Xrifc ; yet you all have, or ought to have one com- 
mon Calling ; vvl. Saving your Souls. This equally 
concerns the King^ and the Beggar 5 the Nobleman^ 
and iht'Peafant'y ' x\iyMq/i&^ and the Servant ; the 
ParetUy and the ChUdy^ and the Mintfter^ and the 
People* Wheii Salvation ' becomes the Bufm^sfs of 
the Nation, then wiH the Peace, and Favour, and 
Bleffihg of Gob, -become the Hfappiiiefs of the 
Inhabitants. Oh ! how defirable a Sight would 
this be ? You, whom it principally concerns j and' 
in whof^ Power it is to contribute Unto a general 
Reformation ; employ your Power and Authority, 
ydur Strength arid AbtKty, yourTiihe and Oppor- 
tunity j your Gifts and Talents 5 your Intereft in- 
Chri^^ and your Influence among Men to the Pro- 
motion of this valuable End. Begin with your- 
ielves firft : Make fure of your ownSalvation, and 
then' you will have a greater Capacity, and a more 
ardent Defh-e to help others. 

• 9.' Gofi hath not appointed jou unto Wrath^ hut to' 
obtain Sahation through Chrifl Jefus* He delightcth- 
not in your Death ; but would? tuh^r you ^auid' 
turn from your Wichdnefi and live. Hefent not his 
Son into the iVorld to condemn the IVorldy hut that the 
World through Him might be faved, 'He faith ^ Seek 
yie me while 1 may be found\ call ye upon me while lam 
near. Let the Wicked for fake his l^'Peyy and the Un- 
righteous Man his Thoughts^ and let him return unto 
.. me^ andlvbill have Mercy upon him^ and abundantly | 
pardon him. He calleth upon you, to put away the 
Evil of your Doings from before his Eyes : To ceafe 
from doing E^ilj and to learn to do well\ to feek, and 
ddo^inifter Judgment,, and Jufticc, to relieve the 
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^fpefed; and. to pUai for iht Fatberkfs^ and the 
Wikw, He ^ohdefcend^ to reafon the Cafe wkh 
m. He promifes to be merciful ; to make your 
}iiis, tbo' as iScarUty white as Snow -, tho' as Crimfin^ 
dhe AS IVpoL, Metaphorical Exprei&ons, whtch 
bote, that how many, mighty, or aggravated 
bever your Sins arei- Be will pardon them : How 
iiuch foevef your Nature is depraved. He will re- 
(lore it, ump ii^. original Purit/: And how much, 
foever your Souls are enfingjcd, .and fettered with 
Sin, Hewill fet ypu at. Liberty. . Bis Juftice and 
Faithfubefs, wm contribute to. your Salyattoa, as . 
well as his Mercy and Love., if pu anifep your 
Sins, HeisfMthfuly and juji^ to fotgive you your Sins j 
and to (iU^mfeyoufrsm all Unrighieoufnefs,^ Only lay 
(Jowa.tbe Weapons of- your RcWlion, acknow- 
ledge yowr J^ault%, :and believe in bisMetcy -^ and 
He will forgive yqur Treafon. Here is encourage- 
ment fqr the woift of Sin oersxcit make the Experi* 
ment. B.ut do it ia Time, before /be. Period of 
his Long-fuffering -and Fo;:beacancc be expired. 
^» W is tk^ accepted *Time^ now isJbe Day of Salvation, 
This MoDE^qnt, ideUy no longer ^Jeaft He ihould 
fay, Becaufe / have called^ and Jie refufed^ I have 
/^retched out my Hand^ and ye regarded not ; But ye 
have fat at nought ail/ny Counfels^ snd would none of 
^ly Keproofs.: I alfo will laugh at your Calamity^ and 
mock when your Fear comet b 5 PPJjenyour Fear cometh 
^s DeJUationy and your DeJlruSIion as a fVhirlwind\ 
"^hen Diflrefs and Anguijh cometh upon you : Then 
^f'^y you c^U upon Him^ but H^ ivill not anfwsr ; you 
^oyfeek Ifirhy but He will not be found of you. For 
i^Qt you hated Knowledge^ and did not choofe the Fear 
(^ftbeljQ^Ti. God Almighty is unalterably derer- 
^ined, that thofe who will not be drawn by the 
Cords of Mercy, fhall feel the Stroke of Juftice. 
^t is his uQctraiigealtle Decree^ that thofe who wiH 
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not turfi, M)l bum : That choffs v^1h» will not be 
converted) ihaU be damned. Fly ! if ! ^ Ofa I my* 
Soul; and fly my deaf Friendsjf to* the prtcib<i9) 
precioa« Blood, \ of your adorahte lt<Bde<^e^^* vHis 
Arms are extended to receive you. • His Angels- 
are' ready, to rejoice over you, and td'bo youf 
Guardians* HfiChurch and -Feof^earePW^i ting 
for your Return.* There is Oomp&ffiOA'^Aotigh in 
the Bowels, ailid Merit ^eikMigfa -in ' the ^Idod of 
Ghhyii to fav^ yourali.; Tte Gractt' which htbfii^ 
€th S^ation^6<alLMea<^v^ hatb« ^ and d^fih' now ap- 
pear uiM you. • Alltffufficknt6r^k?e^S'«^Ithtn your 
Reach; bp^wMcH, y<5tt imy relittuultif thft WoHd, 
^andon your Skis^ re^oht^) and MifVt the'Gofs^L 
So ihall you be brought into the' pavpur aiid^Fa- 
mtly of •Gop^; iritb-i the'Church at!d> Sinflfiaiyof 
GoiDr and nuatbeied' am6ng; theS^ilB of Goto** 
By: the fana • aH-f«fficiedt Gk<:^' nkajr yo\i ' b^ re • 
ftored to theiiiage and Likerirf^ of ^ Q6i>n Yeai 
exalied utito compU^u and eVerlUfiirig-H^ppifiefs, 
in the Prcfence, and Kingdom of God^' So; (hall 
you never try the urthap^ Experimfem* vA^t the 
Man has gained, tc^iftf haf'^dzn^dihi^'tJOMiif^'^f'iJf 
but has Uft hii mm S^uh 

Nbw to Gai> the Father, &d; : 
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SERMON 

ON 

Tk Duty^ and Priyitege of conting to CHRIS T. 



.Matthew xi. 28. -- • 

Com unto M^y all ye that labour^ and an heavy ladetiy 
and I will give you Re/i, 

XXXX^RE arc three Things obfcrvable in 
X H X thefe Words; 

^XXX I- ^i^ftj An Invitation ; 

n. Secondly, A Defcription cf the Pcrfons/ t9 
whom. the Invitation is given ^ And 

Hi, Thirdly, A Promifc to t}\ thofe, that comply 
with the s^i'caciousL Invitation. 

* -D I. Firft, 
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1. Firft, The Invitation demands our clofc At- 
tention, upd decpeft Cpnfideratjon jj fof it is not 
the Voice of any created Being; but it is the Voice 
of the eternal God, the.Cs:eator of all Thin^, 
viftblc and invifible, who in thcfe Words does fo 
lovingly invite us to 1:omc unto Him ; and one 
would be inclined to tj^nk, that every Soul that 
beard it, ^would gladly comply with the gracipus 
Invitation. For where we to lay afide the Confi- 

iderstion cf the invaluable Benefits piomifed to 
thofe that go unto Him ; the g^lorloi^s Pcrfc<^ons 
of the Perfon inviting us, one would think fuffici- 
ent to allure us. For docs not every Thing that 
18 amiable and refpedable qieet in Him? Does the 
Wifdom and Knowledge of a Man demand our 
Refped ? Lo ! here's the FouritainQ£^ Wifdom 
and Knowledge. Does tj^c P(J<Pei^ffMan make 
him- efteemed ? Lo ! here's* Omnipotence itfclf. 
poes Goodnefs make a Man regarded above hi^ 
Fellows.; and recommend him to the World's 
Efteem ? Lo ! here's infinite Goodnefs j Mercy in 
theAbftraflj tender Mercy, boundlefs Mercy ; and 
in (hort, the Mirror of all poffible Perfeilioa and 
Glory; alluring and intrtating poor, wretched, 
iinful Mortals to cpme unto Himr - Hark ! how 
aH'edioiiately He fpeaks. His Bowels yearn, his 
Heart melts, while; He utters the kind £xpref)ion}| 
Come unto Mt^ who am the great Gop of Eternity,] 
and who came down from Heaven to faye you fronal 
iinking into Hell ; to rf/V, that you might live* 
Ocome unto Me^ for I am the Gpp of Happinefs] 
and am u'illing to make you happy too ! Be wifc^ 
and know, in this Day of Vifitatipn, the Thiogj 
that make for your Peace, before they are for cve^ 
hid from your Eyes. 

2. But what is implied in' coming to Chrifi 
When thou art invited by. Cbrift Himfdf, or b 

an 
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any of his'Meflcngers, to go to Kim, it is the 
hmc^ as if they ihould exhort tbcc to believe on 
Him. Forgoing to Jefies^ and believinc: ii> J^/^'^- 
are ill t^C'Scriptorea ufcd fynonymoufly. iioth 
Phrafcs hate the fame S^nification. To go unto 
J^/us thetti' is to believe in Him j to accept of 
Him, as tRy VVifdom, Righteoufncfs, Sanfiifica* 
tion, and Redcmpti<Mi. For fuch is He made, of 
Got, to every one that believetb. And thu« . 
much for what is implied in coming to 7{/^'- 

3. And- how art thou to come to Him { Juft at 
thou art, in all thy Sins and Miferies, crying. Save 
LoKD, oTv/ perijhl ,Gai>* be merciful to mc a 
Sinner? And the compaffionate Jifia will hear thj^ 
Cry, and ifay unto thee, as He faid unto thofe of 
old, w/i^^a<Tie uptp Him in the like Condition i 
TIjy Sins %re jforgivjm thu^' Go in- P tact* BehoM! 
I am thy Salvation, And thou (halt immediately 
feel the Holy Spirit enter into thy Heart, who will 
witncfis. to thy Spirit theTrtith thereof 5 and bfcing 
made eonfcioiis that thou art a Child of Goo, tho«> 
wilt feel Peafoe stnd Lovenni thy Heart, and rejoice 
inHopeof the Glory df God. '' ' '' • 

II. But fecondly, who are the Perfons^ that dfU 
invited to com? unto Jefus^ thatth^y may be made 
thus happy? J^x H mfelf defctibes them in the 
VVordsof the Text; and the 'Defer Iption istv^o- 
fold. Firft, they are fuch as labour; Secondly, 
fuuh as are heavy laden. But for what do* they 
labour? With whom, and how do thy labour? 
And what is their Burthen? And firft, for^hat do 
they labour r Not for ^ Tiifle. No : Th^ labour 
for that, which is of the greateft Importance, even 
the Life of ihe^ir immortal Souls. For ^ternat 
Ivife, or eternal Death ; eternal Happinefs, or eter- 
r#al Miferv, depends on th6 IfTue ofe this laborious 
' . Da Conflia I 
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Copfijd:! But with whom do they labour ?Nol 
with Friends, but Enemies, fubtle, djsfigning, ma** 
]icious, and potent Enemies. The DcviU that 
red pragon, who goes about as a roaring Lion, 
feeding whoqi he naay devour, he will mc^ vehe- 
mently oppofc them, whenever they defert his Ser- 
vice, ^nd go over to the hlclkd Jefus. 3e will 
begin to load the poor Souls. with heavy Ac^ufati- 

. Qn$, hellifh Temptaiipnis, und $^Q Manner of blaf- 
phemous Thoughts againft GpD^ and all that per^ 
tains to God i io older to confpund and difcourage 
die poor feeking Soul. But this h not all, he 
wili alfc) ilir up all his^Qhildten to Oppofc thee. 
Some will flatter tiiee ; others will thtc^ateil thee> 
fpnu: will fey one Thing, and fome another 5 but 
^o Quarter thou muft hjivQ either from the Devi), 
or from his Children f And were .their Power c,qus] 
%f]t tb«ir Malice^ they WQul4 fp^^ both Body and, 
Soul intQ evertsi^ing Burnings. But tbeMe' snd 
fhc other is in the Hands of Jehovah, who f;|y$a 

^Hither Ibalt thou come, but no farther* 
./a. And virell would it;b#, if thou hadft nd more 
Enemies, than the Deyil and bis jGhildrpir. But 
now, that God, againft whom thou baft been fin- 
ping, thefc twenty, thirty, or forty Yp^rsi is 
bringing thee into Judgment, and malting thine 
Abominations to rife up and bear Witnefs againft 
thee. He will caufe thee to fee that thy Life has 
been one contmued Ad of Sin, and that thine 
Hieart, from whence all thefe outward Evils have 
proceeded, is indeed very Wicjcednefe ; fo that }t\ 
thee dwcllcth no good Thing : And tbo' thou haft a 
Defite to break looie from Sin, ttiou wjlt find there 
is ki it a conftraining Power, fo chat it binds an4 
carries thee whither thou wouldcft not. And the 
more thou ftruegleft to get free, the heavier thou 
fccleft thy Chams : And now thou experimental! jf 

knowcf^ 
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knoweft, that it is a fore Thiirg to fin ftp;ainfl Qod j 
and cpieft ouc with holy Davtd^ My Sins have taken 
fuch Hold upon me^ that I aiH not able ta. hok ^np : 
And with Pauly IVho Jhall deliver ms fram this Body 
of Sin and Death. Then hadft thou all the valusl- 
ble Things in fhe' World in thy PoffefTion, ihSu 
wou/dfl gladly part with thena all, could they btfy 
thee Freedom from^Sin . But they camiot free thee, 
for faft thou act, and faft thou rnuft remain, •till 
the omnipotent y^/j frees thee, by the Merits of 
his own B)ood, ' 

3. But'thou haft not only the Devil, antf ];^s 
Children, and* thy Srns making Head again ft thet^^ 
in order to keep thew' frohi y^/t^^ I hut thf^u halt 
alfo the Wrath of Gob revealed from Heavtfn 
agaiflft thee J and this is more dreadful, than all 
the reft, to have God thine Enemy. This will 
make thy Heart melt \vicbin thei^, and thy Kneca 
fmitp together," whrie He dmhes HrmVeff'^wi^* 
Terror, and fliootshfe Arrows mto-thf S^ih, 
Thou wilt then' knpw^ tKat Gob isjuft^topuA'ifti 
Sin, as we|J as rnercifiil to (brgiyc it/ - O'!. wHaf*^ 
different Aifpedl'^bhigs' wcai: n(>w, to wifet-th=^y 
did a little whife ago, before the Lord '^ laid ffis 
Hand upon thee !. Now rfiou ai^ with| thfe ProdigU 
coming to thyfelf, and feeft all Things- as tli^y 
really are. ' -^ * - ■ v.;^! 

4.' And thushave I anf^yered thetwdftrftQtief-r 
tijns, for what thou art to'labour, &nd:^ith wh6hi 
thou art to labour. * Let u^'thirdly confideV, hbw 
thou art to labour. And how wo.uldft thou iabdut, • 
fuppofing thou wert caft into the' Midft t>f the &etsi, 
at a confiderable Diftance from a Rock,, to waich, . 
if thoii couldeft efcdpe,^- th(Ju mighfceft' fevc' thy 
Lile? I need not tell thee, thait in tbch aCstfe, 
thou wouideft put forth all thy Strength { that tfeu 
mjgbteft fafely arrive thither. 0r fu ppofing tftou 
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.wail engaged in a Duel, in which thou muft either 
kill or be killed: Wouldft not thou rally up all 
thy Courage, Strength^ and Skill, in .order to 
deftroy thine Antagooift, and fave thy own Life ? 
Or^ to ufe one plain Simile more: Suppoie thou 
hadfta long Journey to go, the Evening at Hand, 
diy Road infefied with Thieves and Robbers i 
wouldft thbuj in fuch Circumftances loiter by the 

,Way> or amufc. thyfelf with Trifles? Nay: But 
thou WQuldft rather exert thy Strength, and make 
the beft of thy Way, in ordtr to aocQmpliih thy 
Tourney, before the Night came on. Well, thcfc 
Things rpiritually coniidered, thou art the Man 
defcribed in all thefp dangerous Circumftances. 
Therefore, I exhort thee in the Name of- the 

XORD Jeifttt Cbrifiy that thou play the Man, and 
put forth all thy Strength, and cut tliy Way rhro* 
all the Troops of Hell, and get thee to Jefiti\ For, 
liehold ! Hi cdUtb ihee^ evenihu^ thou poor, dtf- 

^tre&dy miieraUe Sinner, that He may give thee 

JUtSL See sUid know thine Enemies, but fear them 
liot: For behc^I the Zi^s of the Tribe 'of^^i^, 
l^ho has all Power in Heaven and tnEartli, comes 
#orth.tpmeet thee. He $naris all thy Conflifts, 
md hears ail thy Groans, aiid will foon proclaim 
JtJcliverafice to thy captive Soul. 

/ 5, Perhaps diputhmkeft Jie/iif does not Jove 

..fhee, becaufc thou fuffereft (uch Things^ and 

. ^eft tile Devil will devour thee, after afl ;. but 
koow, O Man, that others have been in Hke.Cir- 
,CQtnjftaiK:es with thyfelf, aad thought as thou 
thinkejftt: But when th^ Storm was abated, and 

. the lowring. Clouds c&fiipated, and the Sun again 

tyioke forth on their Tabernacle, they could then 

Ise, 1;hat Jefiis was with them,, diret^ing ftnd Aip- 

.. J^rtingtheir perpfcxed Souls, tho' they knew it 

• ;£^t« Therefore perfevere, and /^i, wbom^thou 

I, ' fedteft. 



( '43 ) 

feekeRt iball foon appear, aod drive thy Foes be- 
fore Him and comfort thy Soul. 

6. But thePcrfons, vihomjefut calU untoHiim 
ate» not only defcribcd 6y their .laborious Exercife, 
butalfo by the Burthen they bear. And what is 
it that^Aey are laden with ? The very fame that 
thty bbour with j ^the Devil'^ Tcmptaiions, the 
World^a Perfecutioris, their numberlcfs Sins, and 
Tntnlgrcffipns, the Wrath of tion, together with 
mafty painful Doubts and, Fears ; and all thefe mecc- 
ing together on the poor Soul, conftixute'its heavy 
Loul; And a heavy one indeed. It fmks It 
4own into the very Bowels of flell, where unable 
to recoviier itfelf in the leaft out of thefe Deeps, it 
.cries, and -the Saviour hears, and brings it outpf 
ai/ fts Diftrefles, an^l theii it is at Reft in Hiii)* 
Which leads me to the laft Thing to be confidcr- 
ed, which was to fliew, . ' 

m. TTiir% What this t^iK is, wliicTi ttic 
dear kedeemer promifes to all thofe wlio cbine 
lo llim. And with regard ^ the Promife Tn 
mieral: What can be. mere defirabte to a, 
rerfen that »s worn out with hkrd Labour^ 
than Reft? Nothing in the World. And with 
with Refpcit to a weary, heavy laden Wl, what , 
can be more agreeable than Reft? Is it not tfie 
wry Thing it longs for ? Wdl, hert it is. ^Cofru 
untaJUty fays the blefled Jie;^/, and I tUillgivi yfujRgJf^ 

2..0bfervc, the Uniycrfality of the Call. He 
does not fay, come unto me> ye Ricb^ ye Learned^ 
ye ffyi^ ye Hcly People : But come unto Me, att 
ye that bUfOur and are havy la^n^ and I will giye 
^« Reft. Not one, or two, or a Part; but come 
tf/Zj cfpecially w/^s who fee yourfelves deferving'of 
eternal Fire : Come ye j for behold I for you I Wed 
and died \ for you I bavepurchafed Reft* P blefied 

Words I 
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Words! O joyful Sound! publiih it thro' all the 
World. Let every Sinner hear. 

3, But .what is implied in this Word Refif 
There is more contained in this one Word, * than 
all the Pens in the World can 'defcrlbe> or the 
Tongues of Angels tell. For the whole of ou^ 
Salvation is comprized therein. It implies a com- 
pleat Deliverance From ^Z/Evvl,- and the PoficiSon 
oftf// Good. But in order to a more diftinft View 
of it, we'll confider it in a three- fold Senfe : Firft, 
with refpe<£t to this prefent Life. Secondly, With 
Rerpc(3 to the tntermcdiate State between ihe Day 
''of Death and the RefurreiSion. Thirdly, With 
refpe^ to the Reft of Soul and Body to all 
Eternity. " ' 

Butlcanftot fay niuch of ^ny of them ; for 
they are too high for me, I cannot attain to a pcxr: 
fe6t Knowledge of them ; and would rather f^Ient- 
ly adore, and wonder at the i/Tinhenfe Richer of 
divine Grace .and .Glory, than fpeak at all^; Rut 
'fifice* I have made a Beginning, Khali bAefty-hi'nt. 
at cath'bf them. And may 6ob fweetcn tbtp^^lc- 
Citation to thcl^roifit of our Souls ! * 

4. Fifft, the: Reft, which the ever; bleflKd 
' 5^^ 6*^^^ ^ ^^^ •^''^^ Chrifttans in this JLife^ is 
^^tCTy'wbnderfbl ! But it is fiichaReft, aSjistofli 
- iacquired arid piaiaf ained by War. Fot the Jjicfled 
y^j hiitifelf,' whppromifesReft to all.thcrftf, 'that 
.come to him, cjftwhfcfe teJls thcfe very Pcrfpii^ of 
• the Hardfliips. Und Sufferings they tnuft undergo 
id this Life, and exhorts them to watch and pray 
always, left they ftould. enter into Tenjptaiion. 
' And it is evident both from Scriptine and Experi- 
ence, thatthis Reft does nor impljr air Exemption 
. horn Tefkpiathn^ Perficuiiorii'Pain of ,Body^ and 
Affliiffidns of .various Kinds Y ForVthen crhxlA it 
nof buJ-true^that/zi/V inuA^r}bulatuhwe mujl enter 
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/S» ISngJ^m^ Neither does it hnply^ that wefhouli « 
ceafe to ufe our Dtmofl Diligence to promote our 
own» and others Salvation^ Not It is foqiething 
that can Aibfitt with allthefe. And in Order to 
\^elpiis in oor Conceptions of it, let u^ endeavour 
to ^eep in our S^y^ the Simik^ our LoRD| wjhicb 
isiPcrbn at bard Labour* with a heavy Burthen 
0^* bis Back ; for to fuch is the Promife made*. 
Atid ^tbm it is a» much, as if our Lord (hould 
)»vefaid}. be k knoWn ur^to tbet, thou pQor,t 
Diftrefled, tempted, affliflcd Sinner, who la-, 
boufeft Night and Day to find Reft to thy rcftlcfs 
Sod, that I, even I, have taken thy Troubles, 
andtheCacffe ofall thy Troubles into my Hand, 
and OD My(^lf, and borne them fa,r away, withr 
gmt Shame, Sorrow and Pain ; yea at (he Ex- 
pence, of my* Glory* ^^ God (for aSeafon) and 
tbe Iftft Drop of my Blood, as Man : And what 
could I h^ve given better, or hf vc done mofCL^ 
And all this I did, not by Conftraint^ hut by the. 
powerful Impuffe of divine Love, that thou a poor« 
difirefied, iifiif^raJble Sinner mighteft find r«ft to thjT 
Soul. Therefore look unto me,* and in thine Heart 
believe thefe Things, and all thv fore Troubles 
l))aU end, thy Load fhall fall from thee, «M 
thpu fliall find thyfelf hagpy in me -, for I am the 
only Reft for diiquieted, immortal Souls* 

5. And when thou haft thus with all thy Heart 
dofed in with Me,^ we fliall be fo joined as to be- 
come one Spirit J as Man and Wife, by Virtue 
of their Marnage-Union, become one Flefk* 
Then fhall thy immortal Soul fay, My Behvedis 
fnir^j and Jam his. The Refult of which (hall be', 
thou (halt find Love, and Peace, and Joy ; Humi;* 
lity, Mceknefs ; and in (hort all the amiable Tein^ 
pers that were inChrtft^ filling and fwecily hsyr- 
monizin^ thy diibrdered Soul. Thou ibak have 

Sat Oft f 
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5tf/<7», Sin, the W'ck-ld, the Flefli, Death, and Hfell, 
under thy Feet 5 and as *a King thou ihalt*Reign 
over them all, by Virtue of the po«verfUl Nahac of 
y^fus, in whom thou now belie veft. Now- for- 
mer, . Things arc pafled away, and all Things 
are in a Meafure become new. And, by the Power 
of the Holy Ghoft, thou rcjoiccft in Hope of a 
compleat Deliverance from all Evil; and* the full 
PoffcfEon of all Good, which thou findeft Prbgfef- 
fnrely taking Pla^e in thy Soul, and thy inward 
Reft and Happinefs increafing prdportronably, till 
thou art filled with all tlie Fulnefs of God j or iri 
other Words, indued witli that Holinefs, that 
Ihall confiitute thee meet to appear in the Prefence 
of God, and to enjoy and ferve him to all Eternity. 
Arid this being done in the Tim6 appoimed, thy 
Spirit fhall triumphantly return to GoD, (jnder tlie 
ConduS of his holy Angels ; and thy corruptiWe' 
Body of Clay, fhall be committed to its Mdther 
Earth, where thou (halt remain in ye/ids' keeping 
'tiirthe Refurrecftion . i • r. • 

6. This firft Kind of Reft, which the Believer 
cxperichces in this Life, is thefamjft iii all^ tho^ it 
differs in Degree, according: to the IVlcafur^ ofthfeir 
Faii!i v For iome hiving more Faith ar>d fofhe Icfs ; 
foq)e hjivihg more Ttials and fomeJ^rs; according . 
to the manifold Wifdom of God,- cohfcqoeritly 
(ome will find the Way to the holy City miich 
roUijher than others do. Some will havtfthe hot- 
, tcft Combats in the Beginning of their Chriftian 
Life ; and dthers there aie, who fexpertence a con-' 
tiAual War, from their firft fettihg but, 'riU they I 
bow down their' Head, and with their JVialfter give 
up* the Ghoft. Which different States and Exer- | 
cifes might in fome Meafure be accoutrted for j but 
that is not my Defign here. However let none be 
difinay'd on the Account of the Hardftips, ihey 

meet I 
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rac€| wlrh by the W^y 5 for He, that has all Power 
In Heaven and Earth, will be with them, to up* 
bold, copifort, diredt, ftrengthen and deliver them. 
And whon^ dirough Faith and Patience, He ha& 
gWenthem to. overcqiae ia Sufferings, and fettled 
^em withHimfelf in Glory e/erlafting, and (hews 
dieip the Expediency of all theij Troubles and Af- 
fli(%ops, together with his delivering Hand; Oh! 
how will tkeir.rayiihedSofils exult in the Goi> of 
their ^alv.ationi aiul buj;n with Seraphic Love. 

6. But as tbeie Thoughts more properly belong 
to the &co.i)d Kind of Reft, enjayed^ after Deatn, 
we'll pafs over them at the prefent, and, by the Af- 
fiftance of the golden ClcW of Revelation, follow 
the Dead in Cirift beyon3 tHe Grave, and lake a 
View of his Happinefs there ; which, according to 
Nature of Tilings, muft be ii£nitely greater than 
caopoffibly b^ ei^j^ed in this arefent Life. 

7. Fornrft, he is negatively happy, having the 
Abfenqc of all Evil : And fecondly, he is pofitively 
happy, having the Prefence of all Good, which he 
ardently defired while on Earth. Thirdly, he ia 
liernally happy, being unalterably fixt in his Pof- 
ieffioD. Fourthly, he is ejcpe^athely hii^py, as he 
is waiting. for the Redemption of His Body from 
the Power of the Grave, indeed the various Springs 
ofhis Happinefs are innumerable, as tha Degrees 
of it are incomprehenfible ; for the Sight, Pre- 
fence, and Company of the infinitely glorious God 
and of the bleiTed Saints and Angels, and athoufaiid 
Things befides, cannot but contribute greatly to bis 
Happinelk. Is it then to be wondered at, that the 
Righteous fhould, with St« Paul, long to be diffolve^t 
and to he with Chri/lf Truly no; An unwillingnels 
to die, is an Indication of an unfitnefsfor it : JFor 
whp, that firmly believes himfelf intercfted in all 
thefeincomprehenrible and eternial Bleffiiigs, can 

' \ ' " ' ' poflibly 
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poffibly help longing to be put in Pofleffioft of Aeo^ 
which he knows Death only, as a Me^ms, cam 
do? • 

8. How uncomfortable and feptignant to't^ruth 
are the Notions, tJiat foihe have iadbibed, of the 
Soul's fleeping with the Body ^r being tranfiaitted 
into ibme other Body^ till tkeAefurredion. In 
mr Opinion, Rtvelatim^ Reofrn, and the Nature ^ 
Tiiings declaric, as vfUh one Mouth, the contrary : 
And J am fure the Spint of Tnidii in the Heart ti 
every Believer, teftifies the reverfe^ Biit tiotwith- 
fianding this, I- have known fom^, that, I verily 
lielieve were gaK)d People, that have been perplexed 
with thefe Notions, through a Miibonftrudion of 
feveral Paflages of Scripture, which fpeak of Death, 
as a State of Sleep; which I apprehend ^nly mfpcAi 
the Body : As in that memorable Paflage, which 
we have in the Revekition, which declares the 
Dead blefied, becaufe they rtfi from their Labours^ 
^nd tbar ff^orh dofolkw them} chat is, their Bo- 
dies ileep in the Grave, under the Care, and in tfae 
Keeping of ^^4 where they at theprefent ceafe 
from Adion, but (hall be called forth (hortly, by 
the powerful Voice oijefm^ fpiritual Bodies^ ca- 
pable of enjoying fpirttaialBHfs \ and then (hall all 
theit Doings and Sufferings, witb'which they were 
excercifed in this Life, meet with an ample and 
open Reward, in ibe Prefence of Angels and 
Men. 

9. Or fuppoitngit has anyReference to the Soul, 
it can only mean this, that being taken out of this 
corruptible and finful World, it is therefore exemp- 
ted from all tfaofe painful Trials, and Tempcattons 
which it was here unavoidably expofed to. And 
in this Senfe we may underftand Sr. Ptf«f/Expref- 
fion oh the fame Subje^t-^ therefore muft conclude, 
chat the Spirit, duringit? Separation from tbeBody, 
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islUH^icr tban it.can poffibly b<, white in the Body^ 
tbo' nCfC (b h^py, as it thait be zhcr the ReAirrec*- 
tioD>,when Sibul and Body (teiH be re^united, and 
be for .ever wJ^i thfi LoETJ. 
' 19* And as the StxtH of "tMe Kighteous ion; fcpr 
*tWJ)ay oftKeif Ileathi',(at leafft^vlierf it'U well 
mtb.ifysni} f(>,fit Q)uif6 nflruftthefe-happjrSpiriPs 
hiigfQT the Diiy of the KeiurreAioir, io order that 
ttey m^f receive th'e Compietron of thdr Happi*- 
flefsand Reft. And ifet only, that they thenifelves 
may be faiade thus h'!ap|)y^ mitl&at aH th^r Aflbc^ 
«te$ nai^,1>e made thus happy too, and* re^M^ardod 
aecp^dmg to their. LabcKir^: Aiid- W%at 8irt> ^dtdn^ 
D.e*tii>i>d Hd!t.m9y Be ijaft-into th^Btfritihg Laftt, 
which is the fecond Death ;' and that God imd hl^ 
Cbri^ttizvht glorified, in the ftiffSalvation of the 
Righteous, and eternal . Condemnation; of the 
Wicked ; which, we may be aflured, they m^ieh d#- 
fireij fqr.we cannot^ink, that when wedife, iMb 
ibaU Iqfe oyr Dave to G6(Ay of Avcrfion t<> Kvi! j 
or tihjU:9ar Tliirft for Qod*S'Grdry will tlieu forfake 
us ; Nq* moft. certairily we fltell flnd'arr Increiife 
of.aH ttefe, and th^t probably to aH Etemitjr; '* 
II. I^ejt us thep fuppofethe IJayof Retnbutibii 
paft^ tb\5. vifible Creation confmned ; aH evil* CVed- 
turg5j,.anjd all evil Things ffkrt upr in the buAiiiVg 
Lake, ,and th/e.new Heaverrs and- Earth' bmtghr 
forth>.aa4 Saints atd An^eh received therei*!, to 
dwell, eternallyr wi^h the Gots df 'ineffi*fe Gto'ry. 
Now they ckafiy fee the dazfeShg Ferfed^idm of 
bis Nature, which to the uttermoft* fills- and 'Ovcr^ 
power their raviihed Souls, and make them fall 
low in bumble Proftrsftion round his awful ITirone, 
while they adore his Lave; and b deep Silence, 
or with mighty Voices publi(h forth his Praife. 
All intently. mufmg on the mighty AtSls of Kindnefs 
He has done for them^ and the amazingVii^ory they 
£ have 
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Slave gained through him, aver' the potent Powers 
jpf, Hell; and then afcribe Ssdvation, Honour. 
Power, and Bleffing to the facred Three; v^ho(t 
Difpenfationsy though they heretofore feemd 
flrangc and obrcure^ now the Veil of Flcfli 
and Blood is laid afide, all appear equitable^ 
Juft and good;; and they ai»e filled with Wonder 
at their prefent and their former Selves^ and again 
with Raptures gaze on Him, who fits high on his 
loftvThrone^ ^yct.dwgtts to .approve their Songs 
of Pc^ik. 

.12. futiiop, iQy^<^uIf go no farther; left thod 
^ofFertd thro' Ignoranoe. Arid rather than ofi^r 
,to defcribe, what cannot be defcribed, in Humility, 
«QnCe(3 thy numerous and enormous fins^ at J^e/us* 
^bleeding Feet, and throughly wafh thee in chat 
jckanfinjj; J^QMiiit J that vbeing c^an thou too piay^l 
,cnter ini 

** And now, Q Loao Go© Almighty, wha 
\** waft, *nd art,, and an to corner who, of thine' 
.^* infinite .Mercy and great Goodpef^ haft been 
^^ pleafedtoj)ronufe Reft to all thofe, that labbur, 
^* and are heavy laden^ do thou, I befeech thee, 
. ^* grant ^eiiten to ius, who are the Vileft of all thy' 
>^ Creatures, to ejyjerience the gracious Accomi- 
M plifinncnt of this thy Promifci in our ownSouls. 
.^' in this Life, and in that which Is to comej 
. ** th^t being truly happy jn thee, we may rejoicci 
^< witlv thy bleiled Saints apd glorious Angel% 
. < * U) all Eternity. Jm^ and AmnJ"^ 
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^uinch not ihi Spirit. 

'• J^^JOJOmL Little Acquaintance with the Scrip* 

^ A ^ tures, and the divine Life, wilt Ihe^ 

^ ^ "^» ^^^^ altho'^ many Huidrafices- 

^5J0Kr attend our iirft jetting out in Relir 

gion, yet many more attend our 

Progrefs therein. Many fun well, for a Time, but 

by and by,' fomething hinders them y and the true^ 

but mclancholly Proverb, is fulfilled in them ; 

The Dog is returned to bis Vomit ^ and the Sowwhjci 

was wafitdy to her wallowing in the Mfre*^ The 

E 2 Caxrti 
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Caufe of this unhappjr Change is que^cbing the 
• Spirit. ' 

• 7^ Jn the V.cffcs 'haiwcdiately -prtceding • the 
Text, our Apoftle has delivered rome of* the moft 
exalted Dpdriiies of the Oofpel, and ineftimable 
Privileges of the Sons of God : Which have a clofe 
Connection one with another, and in which the 
Text is intimately concerned. Rej$ice e^rmore^ 
fpipwithoui*mqfin^^^<4^ndim every orbing gf^ Tbanki^ 
«« IThinjs of fo fiAKiwe a Nature, asJwte canine* 
arfiVfc at, in this dtgeWtate Staffe of HJbtags," iirt 
by the Aififtance, and Influence of the Hdy Ghoft j 
which we cannot exp^^i to have, if we continue 
to refift his good MotFdnsiti our Hearts, and hin- 
der that Work which He is performing in our 
Souls, Tha Text. and. Context, appear to hang 
in* •fome fuch « OhtHti *ft8 «i?Sis. 5f Ws '«oJ]d: tg/gJee 
evermore^ we muft pray without ceafing^ and li we 
would puiy withoidt ceajing^ we muft in eveiy Thing 
gkf€ f^hanh-i ftni^^we^ Wo w M 'r^m4^§iiiirjemi$^ jpKm^ 
without ceafmgy and in every Thing give Thanks^ Wtt 
muft not quench the Spirit, ^embing the Spirit^ 
would hinder owr jmiuif^ 2*baf/lts in ail Things^ ana 
our failing to give Thanks in atl Things^ would make 
a Breach upon •our ^ro^iiT^ 'ift/iV^RWY amfmgi and an 
InicritUption in oxxr J>raying wthout ceafing^, would 
incapacitate us for r^'d/V/»^ ry^i'/f^r/. 

3. We mayoliferve in the Text, the ^§pirit is 
cxpreffed^ W by a ^Wtnron 'Figure^ '(the. Caufe 
tcin^ put fbrthe Brfeft) iht Wmicfns Wi Graces 
pTthc Spirit are iittehdfed. *!l*h<? Holy Glioft, con- 
iidcred in.Tikr pcribriSil ReUtron, as proctciTrng 
from d>e Father and the Son, and in his EHtmcc 
as one with the Father .and the Son, ca^nnot pdE- 
^fTjrTRnirif^^'f ai^y Diminuucni> or fuftain any 

fiarw. • 

^^ 4. Here 
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4. Here is an Allufion unto Fire. Quench vet' 
the Spirit J as you do the Fire, either by wi|i> -holding 
Fusl, not fticring it up, or throwing Water upoti' 
it. We may learn frogp hence, that the good Mo-' 
tions, and Wefled Graces of the Splri^inthe Souls 
of Men, is of the fame Nature with Fire. It en-' 
lightens, enlivens, and warms ; it refines, purifies,, 
andconfumes; and always afcends upward : 80 dorh 
the Grace of the Spirit 5 it enlightens our Under-* 
landings, enlivens out Souls, atwJ warms our 
Affcaions to God and Man; it refiner iw fron:i 
our Dtfihznd Tin of Selfifiincfs and Pride 5 it pu-. 
rifics us from all Filthinefs of Fle(h and Spirit, and 
confumes the old Leaven of Malice, Kuvy, «nd 
all Wickednefs; and as it comes down from, fo- 
it alwiys draws the whole Soul up unto Heaven. 

Having thus explained the Text, it fhall be my 
prefcnt Bufinefs, 

L To point out unto you fbme of the cooimoa 
Way$ by which Slien quefjcb ihe Sprit. • 

TI. Shew you fome of the bad Confequenccir 
which always attend ^inching ihe Spirit : 
Attd^ ?..\ ' , , 

ni. Offer fome Arguments to^ difluade you from 
qumching ih^ Spirit^'' 

And I pray God Almighty to give us fucii a 
Meafure oif his Gracci that I may fo fpeak, and 
vou bear, that we may,' not only be abJ^ to aiilWer* 
' r, and give an Account of it without Shaa>€, but 
if«iit it may have ^a. fingular Influence upon our 
p-redt HoIiiTCis, and future, cvcriaiiiii;j Happ:- 
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I. i*OncWay,by which Men ufuallv quench the 

Spirit, refift h|s good Motions, and hinder, or 

fpoil his Work in their Sods; is, a carelen?, 

trifling, or worldly Canv^rfatibn. The Apoftle's 

Command is. Let no torfupt Cammimicatfon pr$c4ed 

cut of your Mouth , but that which is good, to the U/c 

cf'edifyittgj that it may minijltr Grace to the Hearers* 

Eph. iv. ag. Fooltfl) talking^ andjeJUng^ are ranked 

with Filththinefi^ and fornication^ and fliould never 

be mentioned amongChriftians, any more than the)\ 

Chap^ V. 3, 4, He CUth unto the CdoJJians^ Let 

your Speew be always with Grace^^ Jeafoned with Salt. 

Chap. iv. 6. And the general Rule of the Gofpel 

is. Whether theref&re ye eat or dr inky or ivbatfoeifer ye 

ip^ do all to the GioryofGop, i Cor. x. ju Now 

01^. need not hp long acquainted with Men, %o diC- 

clover that the commoii Convcrfation, of the greater . 

Part of thofe who profefs to believe in Chriji^ is as 

inconfiftent with thofe Exhortations, as the Bufi- 

Wefs of a Dancing-Mafter, with that of a EVeacber 

of the Gofpel. How does comical Stories^ aiKi 

modeft Jefts, fitted only to excite Laughter in the 

Carelefs, and Painr in the tender Mio<i^, comport 

with,'- Lit no corrupt Cotrnmnication pracee^d out of 

your Mouth? HoW* does Houfs fpent ia talking 

about the Afpcft of the Times, the Dearnefs, or 

Cheapnefs o^tue Markets, th^. Goodnefs, or Bad- 

n^fs of any trifling Comcdity i the Coldncfs, or 

Heat, the VAfetnefs, or t)rynofs of the Weather i 

the Beai^i;y,'orD^ormityof'M?ns Peifons, Habits, 

or Manners ; or what thb Peifon ha^ faid wrong, 

and that Pcrfon done amifs ;* when ihef e is no Citll 

from Duty, nor any fclemn, ufcfui R<;mc-rks inteF- 

iperfcd, confift with, haviiig your Speech fiofotud 

with Grnccy meet to minijhr Grace u>no (he Li^arm ? 

7!be' Vulgar may as^'dl pretend to fptak the ex- 

a^'ft Hebrew iu their ordinary Coiivcriktion } as 

•^ thei 
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h^ik to the- glorifying' God in their . commoii 
Talk. Every Child of God, finds by Experience, 
bat an habitual Round of trifling, and worldly. 
Lonverfation> gradually faps the Hope, and under- 
mine* the Foundation of HoHnefs, and leavci the 
Mind nearly asr much indifpofed for clofe Lommu-^ 
iiion with* God, as Swearing or Sabbath-breakin|r. 
2. God has been plegfed to give to Mail the' 
excellent Gift of Speech, and has hereby diflin- 
guifbcd him fr^jm, and raifed him above the Brute 
which.perilheth :.. A«d dqes He not expeil that we 
fhould ufe it fo|^>tbe.Parpo(e lor which it was in-% 
t£n4ed? Which . )«9ft/ to render us ufeful to one 
another, in that m^ ifiiportant Inftance of fecur- 
iflg out Solvation.. Hence, faith ^heApoftle, £;r- 
hrt one another daify^ whiUit is talJedXo'^i l^ 
any ofyoujhould fe hardened by ihe Dueiifulntfs y Sin. 
Speech was 'mt^ndfsd to tranfm^t the valuable Trca- 
f^ire of the M iad, and to (u]^ply the fame .Place ift. 
religioyus Commer^j that our Ships do in Trade. 
Now what wouid.yoit think, if our (lately VeiTelt 
\which pafe and repafs the Ocean > were to import 
nothing but friyoloas Toys^ fit onjy to annufe Chil- 
dren, or feed the %e of the Curious ? Would this 
be deemed pF^dent^ would it . hQ . advantagcious ? 
As this, I .am perfuaded, would be exploded out 
of the Commercial) fo*let all impertini^j^tt and un-' 
neffary Gonverfation^.be hifled, with* theutmoft-'" 
Deteftati<>n, out of the Chriiiian World. 
. J. Would you haye your Speech fiiu^? Tbea 
let the Sub)e^ o^« your C^nvevfatkkn be fome- 
thing appejrt;^nin'g to the Kingdom of Gop^ Ne- 
ver fpttk of the Things of this World, buf^wheiV 
yott have anabftlute O.ccafion ; and when you Have, 
not lodger, or more, than jis ftri^Jy neceffary fo, 
rendec yt>ur Meaning in^Uigible. And. at all 
Timt^ a^ la ah CloQ^^iiuesi^ where you. poOibly 
^ ' can. 
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cAti) without iriolating any of the Chfiftkn Law?) 
iHtrcxlucc, ancj carry on. rdigiou« E>ifcourfe. Or, 
if yoii canndt ftop th^ Tbrrent of Worldly Cohv€r-- 
fetion, Howevfef be not you carried down with it : 
Let it neither have the Sanation of your Snnikj nor 
the Afllftancc <rf your Tongue. I>t thofc em- 
ployed in ky fcC) by your Countenance^ that it- 
Ifftth not any Place in y©ur Heart, if it is not pru- 
diwit fof you toopen your Mouth to reprove it* 

4. Would you have \K feafomd %mb Grace? Then 
Ut it be in a godly Mdnfier : With 8erioufhe(« and 
©ravky, becoming the DigAify rf the SufcjeA* 
Too many ^11 into that ahnawiiable Sin of pro- 
fening facred Things, in tt^ng them with a^- 
much Lightnefe^ Unconcemednefs, and'Irrever— 
ence^ a6 ether Sub}e£k : And have adopted, ih#he 
Room of a worldly, a reli»ous Kind^of ^T^s^^Vr^. 
Evil-Hp^akers, tehteiitious Perfons, aikf Tale-bear-^ 
^s, are not a gr^at^r nag;ue unto, nor more to J>e- 
avoided in Civil Sdcicty, thdn thofe who give 
tbemfelves linto rdigiouei Clnt'chat in Chriftifiti 
Communion. The Solannity of your Mannrrj 
in Words, Tone, Gefture, ani every Part of your 
Behaviour, fho^ld coi-r^tpoltd with. the Sublimity 
Kffycfiie Matter, 'and' they aft and iitfin^e Impor- 
tance 6f the Sobjeift you are treatiiig. ' For the 
Safcfe df -y^uf own Souls, and the SduU of thofe 
who wfe ^liqAt ybu^ ^ak not of thfc Thmgs of 
GoD,b\it v^thian Air and Depoi^meht^ Which r^-^^ 
eommcndah^enf^rde theni; anil |;iVe an undoubt- 
ed Indication 'that -you pet ' vWiat you fty. Rievc- 
rende a>waf !( bfec<^nes godly- Convei^ftitiori/ ! 

-5.' "But' whiW you guard ^ainft LievrtJ',- beware 
•f 8b#efrief$i and iW Na^rej this is a(8 inconfift-; 
ent with tfie.G6fpel, M tig^ncfs' ilind Trifiing.- 
« B(^ foberi^but notfod'; livtlybut nottijghi/' Let^ 
a^fotemin €tearfuhieft always gcaiie tbie^rkuaiky 
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d( y6dr Gbfiverfation, mdfoKttly'^pe^ tbe h^mv* ] 

WcJdy'dFyour=«?nterg^d Be^it« J 

'6, Wcnrfd you hay€ yDiir:%AtA^«f 1^ wimfi& 
iiftekmothi iJtkmif Tbfenikte it be ^mintni^ 
Mrell^da]^ artn>^^h<e vat^illiis States and QofniHtl- 
^nis 6Pth<s!lc N?H«*i WftMi :youNctinvdl'fe ; Sptak not 
•fllvr»ys Ih^blnfe'Stftriii, nor tipon one Subjea, Are 

advanted In ike dlviiieXi& ? To Ifpeak of the fii:!! 
Principles, of the DcxStrine of Chrili unto fuch, 
vdu^d'be^tb 'kdd 'thi^ Biack again : 'Speak Ink ^ 
thQfe,'bift ^ 'gfiag-dH n>Perfi&m: Mr^ating tift \ 

Things vjhicb are be})incly andpreffmg toward the Mark^ \ 

pr ihe^^'.nf iHykiih >€iiUing of God j« -Cbrift > 

Jtfute. Jkre-ttoy mtfaeftiftStegcfiof tbeChpklM 
i/^rn^? AdVife them to fyhtf^tbi g0d Fight ^ \ 

vakij 2ind': Idf bsU 9n m)imfiing Lifo; Tw^gHisbtn 
ifyp^ip^ t^ooi, dWUrdry-d/Jefus.; \^aiji. rOkfbm 
^m^ Mfmik^ :kiQ -dxy'Cih'iiig, Wbat:^lwtM<A 
V, U'JalMiit? ?%«ii ipbint >tbem uDto tbe lUdod^F 
Chnfiz Bid ttom Mimaxin ^ LdRi^ 7!^, iinit 
ilhey:nuty'ki ifivied^ lLibera% pour 'ilUt the 'H«tM 
<i(Clm/i^ Which :i8 ae Oinmneliit ; Bttdlauily piOM 
claim IJbiiir wftorihe C^ivefet, iln ihe^Name n^f idie 
<teir 4ledeonner. Aifs they «€ Eafe tJk their ^ins 4 
tiviU g^d- Mftured* Scul« 4 *> Gay a^ Jnlfariibhi, 
*^ V9im HtKf atae rfnbffig Sw^ift hilb dit Qijtse{V md 
'^ dnyppiiig jcxto Hell ?" Tbeli thtindbftiig^Tafy.^ 
Amtki'tkkt^ihmjMpefi^ -^ni arife frimvA^ BvaiL, d»iih : 
CHrid fimOigi'Vi t!^ Ligit. • A re iihey fytk a^ hA^ 
depamd firc»|i the-lu^ly KlkMririiamhTicnt dsmayktei 
uRt&th^9r$ Th^nwith.Eamefinefciblicitahenit^ . 
tetuf^ >an(o ^Oob, ith^c Jfe^mHf hmHkur BMi0d*^ 
in§s^ .i^4 j/9'Oi'lhan/i^)\l/Onfieii9iovt: Am^Auef 
(aah^ dre w:^«>wfn^>ijn fheir Sitty avKl m ttieiv 
Bloody dritkuve^iheFotn^.&ndPcywer efGod- 
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0Uij and cfpecially of a Judgmtni U urn. ProftU 
tute not the dtep Things of Goo unto their carnal 
keaTon, but fpeak of theThings within their Reach» 
and in which their Confciences will affift -you^ 
Thus win your Speech be meet |o minifter Grace 
unto them. If but one of them fliould be further;^ 
cd in their Way to Heaven, how gr^f[M[^ld be 
your Grain ! How choice iTreafure is tbelloRgue ! 
:Tbe Lips of the Righteous kit mai^y*- 

^y Who would not blefs for this the Gift of Speecbi; 
•* And in the^ongue*s Beneficence be rich ?'* 

7. Secondly, Men frcquently^qucncb the Spirit 
by omidng fome of the Means pf Grace, or by 
performing them in ie cold, lukewarm^ ana 
indiiiereiit . a Manner,, as amountt to. what is 
equally as bad as the Negle£l of them. Private 
and public Prayer, hearing the Word of Gon 
^preached or expounded, fearching die Holy 
Scriptures by Reading and' Meditation,, imd re* 
reiving the Holy Saicrament x>f the Lc^tD^s Suppei^- 
are the ordinary Ways^ by which Gop commu-* 
nicates his Grace unto his Sainjts in the Gofpel 
Church : ^fow,. if any of thefe are omitted, be*< 
fides the Breach of Duty that there is in the 
Omiffion,. the Channel of Communicaticb ir 
intercepted, and Grace is of Confequenoe with*-^ 
eldt from the Saul : If they are ufed Jn> a care- 
\gSzy fupine^. and indevotipnat Manner^ God 
is offended,, rather than« worfhipped/ ^ereby^ 
When you "Pray without Fei vour,.* bear with- 
out the Exercife of Faith,^ fearch the Scripture 
without Reverence, and recieve the Sacrament 
without Devotion ; is it any wonder that • the 
Spirit ia grieved, the Holy Flame within dying 
away, apd your whole' Soul langui&ing ? Fire 
. V ' • * wiU 
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^m as ' furely go, out by negle£ling of it^ i$ 
ij throwing Water upon it. We need only 
omit to fiir 'Up the'Gift of God which is in 
U9y and we are -fure to be conquerdd. 

). • What ' would you think of a condemned 
Malefa^or, who (hourd be permitted' ta line, 
if be wpuld htarV ^d give an Account of: an 
Oration made in 'his Hearings if he was found' 
reclined upon his- £lbowy .' or >ia any. othtr 
convenient 4^ofture for fleeiMlng) or if he was 
'thinking all the Time of^niilding Houies, planting 
t)rchards9 idling Commciittiesi^|oing toPlacesof 
Entertainment} or of takirig a voyage to Sea i 
^oiiM you not think th&t he was veiy im-^ 
, pertinently employed? Would not you conde;nh and 
abhor his Condua? And yet you are doing much 
worfe, when in publick or private Devotion, ypu 
ire SufFeringyour Tbou2htS'to wander from God. 
This .is to offer unto Him the Sacrifice of Fools: 
Drawing t^at^unto Him ^ih your Lips» and ho« 
nouring Him with your Moutb» when your Hearts 
arejarfronaHin). The •Painter, faid!, Cbeinga^ 
Iced why.be was fo turicms)^ 2 paint far Eternity''. 
With how nmch more Propriety may you fay, we 
hear y2LViA pray y andrmi,.and r^rmv the Sacrament 
for £ta;ntfyJ \Qh! when wOl^you ceafeto gtuncb tbi 
Spirit by you^ Slotbfutaefe'l 

9, Thirdly^ The Spirit is.tifually munchd^ by 
•the indulging of fond and fooUfli J>eures, and by 
wordly and covetoiisDifpoiittons. Ont Thing 4s n€id\ 
Jdy ftkh our Divine Matter.. If we defire more we 
arc guilty of Sinful "Lufting* This is the. Term of 
Difciple-fliip. Jfor^ ^«« w/V/ come aft$r trie^ in 
him denf kimfilfj and take up his Crofs mifiUow rm. 
Tis ftrange that any of the Followers of Chri/l 
flieuld fOrgH^isLt, which he hath fo often repeated ! 
Add yet nothing is more common than this* O 

flow 
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&>%!{: of Hcare tai»^U^veApd.imdec(^f)dJ;\y^ 
^i».ywx>H«ai5£ re^i?^bljf.d«iire^ |^.yow h^KC .Oftt 
in Ck^jJ^s.? Is H^f.nitGo^ jyi^q^cijat? 
« What inftbUIriw^, ^fl^ ¥9^ *^ti" Awfjet 
iRlii& yoade6r0t9P7^ T^WW f WM tbW^ yo^ of 

Uie Kiogdooi of tJwjiff Piiiy5^:Heira.pf (^; JJipa^ 
^ ^i And yofenrnft y9H. l^ijvf a ffu/i/^ndf, a iJ^R*^,, , ;i 

-otGmi jKwd%go|,j^rsH^#isCoDd^ Ji^- 
iiHM,2nd ^^jf«»ija§:it.f>vff again*! ui^.w^i'^ . haa- 

JSj^ga. Soivaot^^ ftB4;%»^%i bigh.iQ) th^ ^ffieeai,. ^f 
jtoafiietmsy. aodi^y^Jxfi'CwU nc^ pnjoy bTOfelf or 

. Heaxrray k^ve y w;nQl^ ffe rS^icc.pt,Al^els^ who , 

'^vahri Aai^y«t.mMft'yoHfiu^auM'.'iLt,thA?i^^^ 
.AtfdioD,I)irgi«eie^ OicPauer^.?..F|^t(iGQP doac 
• all- Aisi far. y«»«, in4r#»HA.yw Ve (oJii iAyoiir 
Defires, and impatient iqjjpur Su^dpgi. Ofitfye^ 
•Son^ ofHan^mfidatha^ i^ j»9l:.the.P^de,, ac^-yeryeiT- 

Willytya nofe ooRia taa ii^h^m^54 Ett4 ? F.o>jpop'$ 

' io.» Ya9ar=:Pfikte.opppIfcs tb.effi^upjijgity, oifftbe Spi^ 

\fit% Eikvy>di8w^Sirtie,ge»ewkvi^»anijf^ 

pofiti<H\of^.th^ SpM^iK ( Seif-win-fets itf<^f agaipft 

•th«> Gracious, WiU oij the Spirit: Ajnd' Earthly- 

miiadeilfiefs ^Auswh^p t,1^ vi^al, Flaip^il of pevdrfqn. 

' £a»b«V^iilitxMgfAiil3b 

V - and 



and impertinettt Thoughts difturb fhe peaceable 
Rcfidencc of >thc SpiHt :' No Grace will thrive ' 
whier^tliey are permitted to have Place. Judge ye 
Brethren, howtcAotheiSpiritdwdl with you, howr 
can his Anall ftill Voice be heard, how can his Mb- 
tbB"be'atteJkdad' ixvitdi '^4 )iiS Graces grow !i> 
yoarHeart, if it i^ pertoittod to-be ji&nlc andPuddle, 
where the Filthincfs of corrupt Nature ftaenatcs 5 . 
a Market"^ Place, 'wh^re every Buyer and Seller 
coincs,^ a Public ObfetVatc/ry, Vi^here every Objeft 
ato^dls the AttimiTorh^^aftda'Common Wlldernefs, 
wheiieever^ ravdot^us Btaft comes up to wafte and 

ii.Thc Hearl.AouJd beke))tfacrcd, and de- 
Voted to God. Luftsihotild be mortified^ evilDe-^ 
£res nailed to the Crofs ; fugitive Thoughts called 
Homey and centrod in God ; and tvery Imaginatim 
wd SitiAmng ^ brought inf$ Ob^c^ence uni9 the^LatO of 
Cki/h'OioWM muft bc^difQjvcd,ahd fwallowed up^ 
in theWiH ©f5^ip/b;VtheConfticnce muft be puirilicd 
by the refining flanic 1 and the Old Man expire 
upon the Crofe. Thei^ tnuft be phjcking out be^ 
lorod rl^htrS,ych^ snd' ciiiiing oflFfavoMtkc right 
Haiid% and oaAing^ihe Meckling- Members away : 
There ttiiifti^* Nature Wc«Bftg bW th« djiily^Crolb',- 
Mortificaitltinl 4r M^bef^,' ^d^ a'Aill :1(^f6Iutioa 
for the utter. Extil»patit)^^f e^i^yRoofc df Bitfernefs: 
OthArwtfc ryou vc»<TWot:pdifi(^]y -^aveJi^ querkhifi^' tke 
Spirit. . n-hJnk ndr; fifty dear Frttftids, that Religion; 
may he t*k«n up for a XJouch to relt ti^oti, any* 
moreltiian for.a 'Cloak f(>r ;Licen!?ioiifners. If it 
was ai'i^eafaitAV^yito* Heav<Jh< for Ffefli and 
Kloqdvrth^di^oidwMM be^ttirori^ed m&k PafTen- ^ 

BMt''&dpi9 nafOfifhoy wfto-hoM otit to the End. 
Herc^ Pmtb.is the- Way tp I^fc, awd ' forfaking i^^r 
'>ihaRy.ayto.l5«joymg:»/f***LWvd Defire UTaifh 
^ 'F '■ \ onej' 
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policy, iiwjr b^feid 9f' ^bie iSpdy Qi Qxu»$i. 3a# 
«Aiv/g ^40^ is fKk^ 494 Jih tbrnifimt^ v^ahneft 
covers every Face, ancl Feeblenefs feizet/ lowcry 
l^asi^. ^ fb$ JTn^UQlofftiif'f^mfimih^ ib Rome- 
gmti^e^ l»4, CMt. vL He ThftlSpaufeof Gb^ 
|:ea£e« to b< i^^tifi4m tirfBobj wmt^Mym^dnn^ 
041 ttrriiff as. an jfrfffjimfhb Bavm^^ dnp. vi^j^ 

Jtcaonotbe faid pf h^t TifS(fai antasafh^iif 

iiarok Tfinns^ j^t^ is tmm$ Bmtm mma i6b»^ 
J^u^ thi% ifaincdiwim muft iMi.talDen.iipi OikwU 
^ fout Gol4k¥mi^£9h-mid $h Ww$ nmtid uoA 
ff^iftir / Tbf ivhi¥ G^m^f^ art d^dg sad mo hati" 
g^r^tp appear b^ft)i^tbej{j»ic^^ TbaSfaaoitdu 
&^1 it doitd» a(Hii<e)eaft«^0<lM4K>Ul aiBCoatited 
J0oi> in ChrifiJefHs. , Jmfuity ^ 0fipt hy md *#wr 
ifwaicencoU, I|op!B $4iggfta| a||dt»teirii9t «ifff^ 
in-thtfiiiL Merlpoeft i$ 4Qe^cra^d ioioi Aiiger 
vgm prpvqkiiigpcqafioo^ wA Paticnett iomfTtib- 
f^nefs^. when TYmg^W wft ; A finotn^ft lii 
f'royidpn^i^ i^^psedJnloaosioiiaCaiM^^^W 
l^lcxing r earss pious Zeal is turned inD^'faAx «ulf 
levere C<iiA*rc0» ^ blUar Ii|«»6ti«Qai MBi4^fi[«taUi- 
ty is cbanMd ioto;Ptidivjaiiit Sdt'CQiiciaib 01^7 
btfw^ tbiapIy,City.h§o9manHm:k^. TUiiathe 
laiferable ¥rmt of ^uiSifbifigjheSpfrin 



Si» wkkh y^do tbbugfat ^i« dend, Md nM^uld* ii«« 
feruovbleyoQipiore, ari%' and Aflaalt yoaon e^ 
iwf Side.- EvirPaAom,- ftrcer for having bcm; 
Tcfinuoed for m' Tmi«, cry for Gratifitation airf' 
bdrigfdioe* Th<rifeTli^|s which otfeeyoa'douM' 
ihmtniBipiediiiiier yourFv^with eare,>4idMr eafily 
befet ywat. The pleafing,^ or pfofitable SiA^ wbidt* 
once was^^nabte lobrtw^ your Goirfctitncty fakv' 
jrour AttetitiM, orjb tiitf Jleaft, "Win your Approtah^' 
tion}Rt>w goes near to do xhfsm all; You beings 
ftooi of y«ur*>L6ck^9<^^tHb' yoit'g^' out ahd ftiak# 
{mfeUtoy 8» ataieWrTiflfiiis; yet fou fitvd the 
BhiHftiacti. ii|pbf}-yoii4^:ialid oiidbte to^refift themi 
Wkreis nMr that Holy Triulfnpb in the Stmigtfi 
smd iWer of Goo ; aifd thao 99fy Conqueft^yoa' 
oafeintarefery^Foe ? Onfee you walked .tfWHt*' 
m)s.'6«er'dit owiqtt€i«a'Fielar0r«wcd with ttot- 
kokuk Bones- and (hacteredLtmbs t)f yoth* vanquflh«^' 
td Eneinka r hue rtOw> thy rife up, aodadtaek^ 
yon^ ^tgainm aH the btdeooa F<»tna of l^iHtu^i WaiC- 
How- daiigen>iis is. your lovite^aft and p!ea&nt 
tiM Wtfomti^ Titt £>feeicfi&hiefloPS^^ bi^cfeirk^ 
iei)«dyour H^atii ^ /€beSnidak>f ybuir Pafi<ins hai» 
iriiodcd yoi«r£y«s j^ndthi^grit^ed'Sp^icofGoi]^' 
his wkhdrdMrn his Fbwer*> from^yoaVv The whok( 
QHvaffiOf yilAi» oorruprN^tme if'ftitred Mp/ "ssttid 
tbeSlimg^oflfMRlisxIiipartedi - TUb is thefad 

: 3.; Abother Cof^bq^nce of famckifig ^ S^Ht, 

Dayof^your £fpou£dv aiid Time of ybar prirtitivfe 
Sbctiity^ the Candle of the LOR0 ftone upt>K 
fm jieiai, and you faw the Glory of the Lon,tt 
m tha Bwion rf 7^ Cbrijl. Th^ Spirit of Go« 
We wimafs^ wkh yourSpiuta that; you •wcneth^ 
: >i. ' Fa. . ' : ' Ortldrcn 
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Chitdreir ^f-Qop^ Th^Lott. ofi}«li,wlisv ibed 
akiQii myong^ iftm^. hy. itbe^Uofy^iGhoft «:iiAen 
unto yoti, . ftnd ybu » rc}^iyctd.\iridi:}Jo]i'iior(ieakable 
»iidfuU of Glory. A Throne.df. Giace, aSy. of 
icpcfib.alwapprcfontcd itfejf uotia jBOUfojileBfinit and 
t6ji^ijpg,Petktonft. Oh ! wbatiwflci Canimuiubal 

l^fi^iiQn thrQUgbMJW'Cpirif . ¥'0111^ l^'fh w«re (^nc 
ilJ JfHV^cciil Ele«f]|;ires^ and yduc ftWghis in iweet 
feppfe ti> the Arms, aild- . under jthciitfjpeftioa of 
TOurb^lteloYC^. -Thii OrdiiTanees of God. vyerc 
fimWciDS of Glory, ;hc Hoyfe of GoJ>y flic Gate: 
^^f Heaven u|itoyo\»> i^nd if) cbem.yoii anticipated' 
the P^iifaf<!8. which are 'atnthe right Hand-of Qod 
for. ever. ^^ .Brnt Oh, I .hriw la thie -Scene changed ! 
The^oy:LtV; Pttknc^ofiyout Redeemer iaeclfpied,- 
aod yoti no loiiger h^fvc^^iiSteaUryi tiieSab(^ance 
♦f Things h€ipe4;for> nor 4he£vickiicefbf -Things 
sot fteii. 'Hai'dnefs of Hearty Inoifpafition vmcr, 
^ttflHc^tvifiefsyandPain'Tinihe Peffoimance of any* 
Xhiugthat is ;GoQd.» fctice up^nyod. The.Hea* 
ve.n%a^t.z$ Brais» (faatiy^iTkiies) au<i)(he }jBarth« 
asli'jn 10. yeiir Ptayort*. Yquc Day^i^aie fidl of 
DiiRrafiMon, and your Ntght& K>f Di^iecude.^: it 
vvoiildbe tbegresiteit Abufe of Language to call 
yours a Lift of um/i/V^ uvk Gol>. Dry nefs.^ Bar- 
rennefs, and Niunhne& arein^your &srtj],>and fpi 
tituat .W^9ti . comes . upoa' you- as aito atii:ied.Man. 
Defolacion, and Woe ^are belbii; lyuat Kyes^ and 

tribe, Spring of ^tavefiiy. ^Comforts,* .1^ become as 
Waters which fail, .Dew)tK>n thrills no niore 
ihroMgh all jthe Powers of your iioul, .and .V^ains of! 
yi>urSody. . Your' Eyes aie not entertained wich 
heautiou^ Profptfis of thii {>r(imiitd Laitdr^ nur 
'%our Ears vitb the Melody of 'die (uctle tJ^ove.. 
Vou jiuii by vfroeful Experience^ that the Abule of 

the 
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Ae Gnsosf, and Withdrawing of the Camfifrls of the 
Spirit, go together. This is the miferable End of, 
i^ing. frM^ {hi hshf Commandment commit ud unH. 

4. Where ^e. Spirit is qaenchd^ a Door is qp^n- 

fer die Entrance of deceiving andSm-encouragkig 
Offttims. The Jntinomian^.would rv^ver dream, of 
Qfrifihxving abolished the LaWy if he did not ap% 
pthendic to reftrainfome Luft, which he is wii- 
Kngia gratify.' If 1/ was his continual I>elight> if 
be meditated in h Day andNigbt, he wouict be far 
htm defiring a Dii^nfation from dbfeii^ing its. 
VIeftd Pirecepts* The Raproharian woul3i^ hardly- 
A'aik Odd more partii^, and cruel than ^^t tftro 
WB, if lie hart' not grretrcrf the /w-w^. Spirit, and 
AniftcdAc ^£r//r Priiiciples of Sauh» Th^ ra- 
riftrfPr^acBei^Vouliifcarceeircr cry out, with fufch^ 
Exultaltion, **Ob the Sweetnefs of Go^'a uncqn-. 
diuonal.EIciftiofiy'^ if be did not think himfelf difcn-: 
gagedfrom ^tr^ordlnary Stri<9nefs, and cself-deiuai 
by Ms being of the fjav^ouritc Number. As long 
«. tHfc Pilot keeps ^' Eye upon hia Compafs, he^ 
ncedsnot'turrj ift[ar-Gtf«^rj"Bttt whea.a Man will 
" Dot in all Things liearken unto the painful Vojce 
of ttie: -Spirits nor foHow his Dire<flions, then he 
RTtrtt look for his Title to Glory among the il- 
Jegolc Records of Eternity J and when he can, no 
longer read Gofi's'Lbve to him, in the gentle Ch'a- 
r^flcffs-of his Love and Likenefs to God, then he, 
miift attennpt to fpellnit om of hk ficret Decrees r 
Byt jvcry.fei^ will be reduced to tbis Shifty -bur 
i/jvin/f^/j'Occafion. I am perfuaded"thefe would 
nfvert)ea"ny' torturing of Scripture, to prove^thc 
onco ditional Perfeverance of the Saints, if the' 
tk HWy.Ghoft always bare a full and clear Tefti- 
muny to our Confcience of our, being the Sons of ' 
Goa*. £ttt wh^a we ceafe to pcifevcre in ftrf<a 
F 3, Hoiinefa 
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HoVmers of Heart and Lifif, we muft try if- wc < 
find out another kind of Perfeverancq, which \ 
aafwer our Purpofe without it. And I cam 
conceive why there ihould be fuch huge flickl\ 
for the beiiig cloathed in the Perfinal OhedUnce 
Chrift /m£«//^, exprefly contrary to the Apcfl 
Words, Faith w accounted unto \js f 
Righteousness, if it was not to cover ibmc, l* 
thinefs, which will not bear the Light. ,Tbe g 
nerous and noble Principles of God's Impartialit 
Chri^s univerfa! Atonement, and the Spirit's pe 
ibnal, inhcrcnt'Sanaification,.are^enejrally cfpouit 
and flood by, as long as the Spirit is prefervcd «^ 
quenched I but if we. put out thcintecnalJLigbty ac 
ftill rotift be gueffing ^t God, and his VS^ys, i 
no Wonder we run ijito Errors. Manmu/2^^^ 
a realy or zn imaginary Light, and if the li^bt of&i 
Spirit is put put, and its Heat ^^tinguifiied, bj 
will fet u^.Reafon, and whit he calls ^Iwdaxj, 'i 
the Room of the true Light, and warm himfelfi 
Sparks of bis own kinMingj when the getume H«a 
fails. What wretched Shifts arc they reduce^ 
iinto, who ceafe to b^ led by. the Spirit of God / 

5, And laftly ; By quenching the Spirit^ 9ur Sahd'\ 
tion it endangered. It is an old Maxim, and tru^ 
as old, " He x\\zt fins agalnft the Remedy, mufl 
)>m}jb without the Remedy." The holy Spirit ij 
Ih^ only effeftualRemedy for our f Jlen Rature] 
'^lie ^ione can cure our drfordered'SouU. "^j\ 
quenching the. Spirit, we prevent the Cure : Anrf 
if we. fo fin agSiinft Him, as to caufe his,DepartH 
from* us, t|i>en we are undone for ever. My Spiv'^ 
* (faith God) Jhall not always Jlrive with JMan. If 
you will fee no Time to ceafe quenching the Spirit) 
the Spirit will fee a Time to ceafe {driving. Ifwf 
Jin wilfully afttr lue have received the Knowledgt of 
the Truths there retnetimth no mare Saerijue for Sins. 

Bui 
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Mafmf^lodkingfnrofjmigminty andfireylnrng^ 
ndm^ which jball devour the Adverjarits. He that 
^fiifidMoks' Law died without Mercy ^ under two 
sr three Wttneffits '; of how much forer Punijbment think 
jw^fiaU he* be thought worthy J who has qubnchbd 
THE Spirit, trodden under Foot the Son of GoD^^ 
endiouniedthe Bloody the Covenant wherewith he ttwi> 
fan^fied an unholy Things, and hath done dffpiie untd 
the ^britof Grace? Heb. x. 26 — 29. For it if im^ 
t^pU for tbofe tuho were once enlightened^ and have' 
tafted if the heavenly Gifty and. were made Partakers * 
if the tidy Ghoft j And have tafted of the good Word of 
God, a^ the Foweri of the fForld to come ; .if they 
MfaU'oway^ to renew them to ReppOance : Seeing 
thej crucify -So themfehes the Sonr of Vjod tifrejh^ ami 
ptttSm to uH'ifpen Shame. Ghap. vi. 4, 5, 6. Tbi f 
Aim drnt draWeih back, my Souljhall have no Fleefure 
inhim^ faith the LiORD. Fruttlefs Branches, and. 
barren Fig-Tf ees, miift be caft into the Fir«. John - 
XV. 6. and Luke xiii. a. If the righteous Man de^ 
port from bis Rightfoufnefs^ and committeth Iniquity j 
ond dah accor^ng io all the Jhomi nations that the 
Viicied Manrdoethj Jhall he Uve ? Jll his Righteoufnifs , 
that he bath done Jhall not be mentioned^ In his Irtf" 
fajes that he bath tteffajfed^ and in bis Sin that i^ 
hotb finned^ in them fiaH be die. £iz;ek. xviii^ 24. • 
for if Qfter ym have, efcaped the Pollutions - ^fyhs 
Worii^ through the Knowieclge of our hoi^n eniaSh^ 
viour Jefus Gh rift j (the only poffiUe Way of efcap* 
ing them) you -are again entangled^tberein and over* 
tmsy your latter End is worfe than the Beginning, . 
For it would have been better for you. not tq bate known- 
the Way of Rigt^eoufaefs^^Ahan after you ht^ known it^ 
to depaft from the holy Commandment delivered unto 
you, a;Pct. iu abj ai. You knovr that thefe are* 
but anincoiifiderabldPart of the Scnptures, which 
p»)ve^the.I^^nger. of quencimjji the S fir it, U any 

one 
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6ne; feels not t^e Force of:thein> k isbecaufe he if 
part Feeling ; twice dmds If any one beltev.es not 
the J ruth of them, we know from whom he has 
taken hrs Creed: Ye shall not die;* \^as the 
main Pillar on Which the Serpent raif^ the Ru'n 

, of Mankind. The Plan, on which the J^idge-'of 
all Men goeSi i«^ The, Soul ihatfmnetbit Jbadldie, 
Depend not thert, rrty. Brethren off the Courtefy of 
your/»/jtf Righteoufnefs ; but dare to give S<a/tr« the 
Lie: And aver, that tbty who tomnund tbem/ilms 
unto Gbp in uuil doings (unto the Bud^> feeking 
Gloff. HomuTj and ImmortaHty^ He wHl^gi^^e ttir- 
nal Life. Letxn every Day. what thae nieaiietb : Lei 
bim that ftiindethy take HeedtefihefalL I Cor. x. 1-2. 
Si ma high ^iinded^ hutfe^r. If once ypu lajfe a 

. Senfe 6j your Dangef, .you 'fall imm^hiely 4ft|0: 
the Danger ao longer feared. Tfei».bfMigs m#, 

111. To offer fome- Arguments to difTuadeyoHfrofxi; 
quenMhg the Spirit. : 

] I. But O Loap, who IS fuffident for this! 
Give me good.. Speed To-day. Put acceptabid 
. Words into my Mouth-. 'Andf let tm not labour ml 
., \ain, nor fperut day .-^irengtK for nought* * ' 

2.^ Do you yaltia tifc Love of God -? It Was o?it i 

. #f; pure Lbve that. God fent his Spirit to fari6t»fy' 

. aiAj renifeW your Natuijs. .And wiH you To requKei 

. hisXiOvc. OhT'.uftwife and uiigra((;(ul Patitnls^\ 

. \vill 3[bu 0&nd* your kind i^hyfidaFf? Oh !* foo3i(b 

Alarincrsy will you. thrown youi^Prfot^yer board inr, 

: a Stofm f 'lie Holy CJtoft n coim? fronFi-ikaven,! 

, |c) guide you unto Heaven^ ' Tiiebt^ficJ.Pi^yfician,! 

who alone can, an<i gladly would chtc your drf-l 

'tanpered ooub, offers you hi* S«?<a/i<te/*- "Have y<^" 

wy Care for your, (pi ritual Healih ? ''Nof dny O-u^ 

utude in your tieart^ that ye. fo ai>ufe the Love: iufi 

GoJDi' 
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Gob i ' In fending rhiaiSfyirit, H^-hadnocprefled 
the grtattit Lnve to^andCareifor ijam.-: What 
vooldjum thihky ikivf!«vDiikl jaatM\fi ity U yo\i 
'wwe t» &iid ffaur Servant on? an ft n^ailV ictf. Kind-! 
rai% tb your Fliend, add he treated bim ibaincfuliy 
aiid'fent him it^zf giicved. a^ with C6fitcfn))t i 
Hnw wiHiGoD'take dt; think ycMi^ >v*io has fent 
his S^tiv uma. yony opdn. an. Errand of infinite 
Importance, to.faye.your i»Ottls> if ytni.ffight iia 
Counfei^v refift^fais Matbns,.aiul..wiil> jiot fufEer 
Hira to guid^ you into the Land of Uprigbtnefs. 

3. 'Quenching the Spirit^ thwarts* the gracious 
Defign CbrifiJtfiuhaA in comtng into the Wodd^^ 
and IWing and dying for you. He^mjtHimfilffn^ 
ujj (bkfa St. Pml) that Ht mightndnm tufircm M 
//r/fuif^j wid p^r^ unto Hhnftlfa ptcutiarPiotle^ 
ztaious rfgoSd if^'ksk . ButyoaowilLflOt }^ Hiitt 
ledecm^ nor purify .yiur. Will yea not have. tlM 
Blood of CSb*^ upon ybjur Heads, if you ^ ill not 
fufFer the Spirit to fprinkle it upoh your .Hearts H 
How, my dear Friends, will you:anfwer forthie 
Behaviour ] im the JJiay . oi'< Judgment I Mtift all 
Heaven^.fet to worbv to ^oontohrfaod; brine about 
your balva^ion, a>id< will not .you tiiocur in. the 
bleffed Defil^n? ShalFthe WiMomjjf Qbo be cm* 
ployed in forming,, and the Power .of G60 m ex«n. 
ccariiig a Scheme, for yourHedemption, and will, 
you Um&TAXXk*\x. all by ^encbwg the Spirit f Wilt . 
vou ronder'^liithat Fain, and Torture, ali^.thofe 
mortal' Cries'! and' Groans^ and , arU . thofe Wtteri 
AgonfcJt which -ite aon-jof Gon linderwent^ in^vatnr 
on yciuT Accoofit f Shall^H h^^'eati Undek;takingv 
be loft on yoa f Jtvcyy Drop of Blbc»d whicb wasS 
fquet^ed ^from the'-bleflcd Veins -of. ttc.Lamfc. 
of God, ' pleads, with i the nuift powfrfuli 
^Vatory, (futn^ib ^fi^t the 'Spirit.,- Ilv«ai9y lone ihadi 
offered to iu/dowa lus Xiie to I^anl'om ^'yo^urs,^ 

^ would 
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ferve aodtnUigeilMi ia wh^ttibevcryott. 
The IddU ?^f iMBiM (Mdjr tfio^f bittd 
laid down iiis life to ndowi yottrSouUfromi 
ftruakm: And will jod iKV fifibty aibt ' ' 
Wa Love, Iqr fumkh^ih^irmf €w4 oifB 
k&vc ]N)0 no fOKfoas ScmrnieRtsJcft ? ;& 
akf quilt cixtkigikiflied in,huiiiM M«tur0? 
jfoar Eyci, ifaiok w&ae yov ^ oredoiog^ an' 
|deflomcvdupoftdie,fiM«f Gob, andtb^ 
of the CoiKindt, b^ .frMbgr^kt Jqprn'r. 
' 4. Confider how. tnwy* kind Offices Ae 
bath performni fbryou.- r. tbtamfinaif^i 
eftniijomr %et when thry were iaft <f^ 
fykfiM Dotth, ond breiigbt7o«| oKt oP Bar) 
buotte mirvdloua Lurbk of the^o^K ^^^^ 
oovld mMout four Conftienccs^ an***'''' /•* 
fittr Dahger; and will J^ou yat ^Anfbcmf^ ^ 
fink agaia iato JDbuicnds, and bdlifliDe^se^"^ 
Z>o yoaioRB to baagtin iihdcrthr ftiwer f^ 
y wm/haideii.fawHoaita, aodSioURgaiaft 
il*!! atJdw l/liBPtyjBf' A^} SfUt . wiiathcr^ffcr 
Mrcammotd W fDor Oaoget^aod £pUjk» ^ 
rianiatofifeHdoir^ and^han .ir wSibeloo 
toaemady it.' <a.'4fifr a^itiidfnt^ftardfff* ^ 
your Gootatefwe was awakohcd^ all diaAag»^ 
OoP {ittiHawfi^. Miniifam' of the GoTpd oj 
fiureb|.r4iar.tlI^!eK0nife8 m;tko.Bibia»/fi«»<» ij 
Mfe iH.iiBtiktbr.Siiirit ^flfurtd yoaiof y^ ^ 
&>^fb^ ftaifamerVBloodi^attd Um Witiie&^ 
youf Gonftitiiafa that ]Pou^ wm a CaiOd of ^'^ 
Aad will ;yc»u iio4ai%<lr baarken unto.tho^W^^ 
Meflbngat i k He no longlsr worthy ^ b( ^^ 
JAoAthev^ertiicious Suggeftiona^^of the DfSiitf ^ 
the cormpted^ 'and naughty iHijait^vbe^Httttrf^ 
miao. 4nd»followted,,9oc^ not the wfabifeoiellaft^ 
ftooa.'.of ab«Sfkic? Ob! .aafxyfttoOa Wit^kf^ 



lid Folly \ WiN ffrtt e^t^ imSttie Ae'detf^Adller*: 
Stopfovr fiar»4e tkC'Charaier^ ehtrm He tv^ 

fo wiMjrf ' 3. fUi^m ^ !g$$d mrk 6f SttnOi^ 
uimkfuitSMs* IhtwftieDiic Lines of Holr* 
i»is< and^fiMviri tin Your Minds- the Seeds of a DT- 
viiie Itfk Sii4diMed| Ae direful Pbwer of 8hi» 
aixi ftt up tlie Kingdotii •of Heaven in youi^ Heaff; 
Aii^howftaU tbeblefly WMcbe fihilhed, hi^t 
bytlKHsmdswho^lmidtheFbulidacioftf Ohf ye 
tn^qrCitaHiresi ha^ pu tigun in fh Spifit^ 
W mjmhMiJIihai i&iiM if hemgmdtb perfUt 

^ IVo' imiow I>M^ger8> fiiiarer, and Seaiki, 

^'AD(ttl»<v'tlie'ple^ng*SAares^of'VIcli^. % 

ft diraflBd .y>Mr iaxixM& fMt£8» an^ tayed yen* 
^iung jPootO^: ^ Renewed jour diinhn$idi 
^^ fto* Ibpplted youx wjMpd Coiiifbrtsi 1| 

^SoQiMf'ivofll^i'^sGiieanisof Ei^t^ ^ 

'^Aiid gtindeArdoWrsfhMn alMu^^ ** 

* Have made us fit like Seraph bright; • ^ 

^jSomMomeottsonaThrpneitfLove.'^ ' 

■•*- ■■■ . • • •••■'.! 

And lliaH Ae dbar Comforter be «eg!e£MJ Ikfi 
''^cptecious Comforts be fupprdfed^ for fo^fft 
^^i^l Oh ! /eeregiotts MadtieftrOh^lnirrex^ 
»ropW <Peryefiheg Jr Vl«iat Fiend- firom^ Hdh of 
*«c^ai09 -SubttUyi btiA^ bimtcbii jw^'ASt -yi^ 
Md fmJkiU Spirit. : - ^ ^^ 

5« T|i&^5^ is kbleto pun^aH th^ Afi^ntt 
»ludi.^ offer iiuyio biita. V^hlMOt ioir * 

ISwed 



factil wub the; old Wpfl4 ^io fi^ed tie Splriti 
^Aa^uaive^ral C)e(ijg4. fj^ept.ti^niiiof'^he Face of tb( 
,E»rth incotbeiff Qwe Plaoc^ (Tt* .jc^.U^td^. 

4i^fli/;f Gb^.Aa^ V. 3. It i»;fi«ir>gihiit tbofe whfl 
IwUI^notbe obedi^snj^ to tbeMotiQliSi;fl|ouldftel^)i< 
JFrownf of the SgUit j and fhpfe \i|4>o'wBl.nocbo« 

^1^ Iraa B.Qd\,\ ^Ti^.^i>pHgb,.t6 cfi;Uci\ «Aes Blooj 

#$N)'^U in pnes Xcic|s, and 61^09 ¥1^ Ui xx&tik 

to thrnl(;wl)at v^i^j j^ipe of Aofp wbo^qtt««?h thj 

Spirit! & not fo cruel to your own Flefli; havi 

'VH^ymy Brethren oS\ y^wr fo6t Bod^t 'if JK)U ^^^ 

pone on your Souls i for tbey muft rfiiHb partaki 

with yonr Sp^k i^ ':endler6 Toi^n^snts ! Bo ^a 

break the Hei^r*^ of ^^bp Fai^bf«t I^ypn knw no 

ho.w many brihy Tears run down their Check: 

^Jecrct^ fc<)c;^i^%yfii/^^cfi il^ifyoijr ijrft Love', noi 

;ttie.Cc>ve<)ampfy()ivr.Goj> inviolajte ! ijavecomi 

l^ffiof^.p^ yODt Mw^M^t wbo laboMjc jiinong yo*^ 

ia.d)ie Gofpcl, and watch over you^ as tbofe wliQ 

muft £iye Account : Let them not have fo inan)) 

heavy Hearts; -to^ wi^h ..tp^th^Tbrpi^ofGr^^* 

For God's fak^ ^ni. fox yoi^r fjptppr §ai|l§ fake, 

fUifich not tb4 spirit J .,0, .;, ♦ 

: .6i .4n<f iaftly i The ThingJ fir M'^ jou'^^^ 

(bt Spirit are very in/igmficant^ or mean and bafe. 

" Therc^snotagnfai«cIn«qvali|jr*et%v^JKaDtiog^ 

kill, 4nd|i piamoi\d,>than between the .t^uftsyo" 

p/efq;:, jajaJdjtfaeGracejqvJ ^bufe., :Qan U.be wife 

•fo fc^egoi^ea^efij^ppnfc^ivc^,! fpr tfj^ ^^ tijom^ 

ing yi^b qthek.mr'^jiSingvai^id^^/npearrt^ 

iatlon?; Can1t be advahtage.0u$ to^iliii^ .yotii 

heavenly .Tre^lbrfii fp* thf.Salpe ofrbeing rich upon 

jEarih^l l^u^.^Vbafe.Xiift W .gratified, arf.pvil 

.i: Appetite 



Afpenie^uichEii^i mia wicked, tni devillfli Pi(^ 
fioo cpuntenai^il,* raith^ tbaii the good Motions^ 
the blefljffl Dr«#itigs, and the wholefome Initruc- 
tiQas^.of.tl|ie>Spint? Arci>i6tall earthly Comforts 
icqatfij ? The gre&tdft Cbrtfltience of worJily 
BJeSni^ crfUnbt afiafce yoii folidljr H^fy, »^Joy 
in Ac Hdly Ghoft itf Wi^rawh. ^Wheii; Was it 
wcU wkh yoii^iW when you tr^oytA tHk Prefchcc 
ofGo^f Iq Jl your Wtfnderings, what* have yoi 
ant withi bur frcqu^ DfTa^int agents and Vck^ 
^mi Whtn did yo«i rimn front a friddi^ Vifit^ 
ktt yihti t heav* HisMf? When -did yoti fuffir a 
M;& and foiitf A^^oiieo t^ke {^la'ce in yoiif 
M,; btft ie c6(t yflii Sii&r* ? When ydtf detred f$ 
if rlch^ yfu feii kao Temptation^ and a Snariy dn3 
into many Joolifh^ and burtfid Lufts^ which drowmd 
Jw in D^irefsy and ^tr^d you through with many 
^trrms. Where your deceitful Hearty promifed 
jou Picafure, you 'met* j^hjPainj ^d /iftthing 
iath attended foti, tot Shame and galling Re- 
gions, Oh I think hovr you have tmM the 
Hopes and Expedation of Hell ; while the H«a- 
vsns have gathered filacknefs over your guilty 
Heads. You have gratified the worftfriemy you 
bd, and grieved your beft, and only Friend. 
^^ hile thofe Devil);, whrch tempted you to fuwfh 
fkSpinit have <:an4ed ^ncouragijig Intelligence to 
^Ijeiottomlefs Pit; the Angels of God have had 
Complaiivts to |k>ut in bis Ear againft you. Oh ! 
*^y dear Brethren, let mc not leave ycu as I found 
you in this Matter : I m\ift pfeyail with you*, or 
you will be uo4one. 6ive m<i your Confent ia 
^J^is Thing. ' I aft not your Money nor Applaufe^ 
but your firm R^olution never more to quench ibe^ 
^irit, - Po/it^>^otjby triflitigin your Converfation, 
V^o6rif&*and huitful Defirea, nor by lukewarnl^ 
^•ef?, Slothfulnefs^ and IndlBFcrence in the precious 
G OrdU 
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Ordinance^ df Go©4 Deny'lnc not thli laft, hdt 
Requcft. I eatreat yoix bj all theblclled and con^ 
forublc Influences of the HdlyGiioft; byalltii 
glorious Graces of the Goipe]^ by all the preva- 
lent Oratory that is in the mortal Groans,' ttm 
expiring Agonies Christ endured^ by all that 
fpeaking Blood He (bed^ and the Bleffings He pur* 
chafed for you ; by all the heaty Refieftions of 1 
flying Hour^ by ^1 the Horrors of an expirinj 
Moment,, and by aJl tb/e Terror and M^jefty c 
the approaching Judgment-Day; by all theWeep*^ 
Ing and Walhng in. Hell, and all.the rapttiroui 
joys of Heaven : As you would Kve happify; die 
fafely, and reign gloriouily with Chrism Heaveni 
QUEKCH N.ot TH* Spirit. Even io Loro Jefitu 

Now i^ God the Father, &c. 
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S E R M O N 

.: O N ' ' 

Tte -Properties of-LO VE. 

• — ♦ • ... ■ ^ ^ . . ■ - '• 

not iC&trityviiunfeth not itfetf^ is -net puffed up. 
' Doth not b'ibdvi itfel/un/eemfyy feetetb not_ hir <kun^ 
iswt eafify prtmohd^ tbihketb na EviL ""R/jticeth 
not in Iniquity ; but rej$iceth in ibe Trutb. Bedretb 
oU TbingSj fMiev^tb alUtin^Sy hopetb alt Things^ 
tnduretb altTbingf, - : . 

1. j^f^noiVi^HE Wot3 Charity in dieTe^f^is not 

f »p "HI to be vndcrftood o(,£ivi/tg Almsy but 

' ^ ^ ji of Love,, as appears-from.tbe third 

"HkjMf;*" Vcrfe. of thts Chapter': Where the 

Apoftle fuppofes a Man to give afl 

;;; Gaods to, feed the Poor, and yet 10 wantCbarityy 

viz. Ivfj^ io^GoD, and his Neighbour. Nor could 

— G 2 . giving;^ 
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Alms, dcfervethe CbaraAcr ^fcribed in 
Text i but Love mfy can dderve it, 

a. Moft excellent l>i^g$ zge fpo^nofLoTi 
in the h^y Scriptures. Ithtbefaft fmdgreqtCBm' 
wumtbaeni: Matt. xxii. 38. hisihiful^ngifthe 
Law. Rom. xiii. lo.. 7Ar riy^/ £im; rf Ltltrtr. 
Jzmea ii. 8« and i. 25. In ihort: Goo is L^\ 
and hi that dwelUtb in LcH^i dwilUA in Goi]>, and 
Goo in him. 1 John iv. i6. 

3. Xevr Is ib dlential to Reliffjmt thatj^^^atem 
vjc ^^, cj^ iJ, oxjikei^ withj^t it, wQG|in}iot))e 
cefiglpus. XK'j vecf 'eiiidentl^ kppeaw>^ni c^ 
VcrCcs preceding the Text. Tbmgh I Jpnak wiA 
tbi ToffgMus e/Aftn and ^ -^Wf^ ^^ b^^^ not Lwt^ 
1 4un bitrnit as Jewi£ngBr^s mr a tinUing Cpnkai 
i. c. Tbo* Ifpeak with the ^rcsaeft Fluency, and 
Readii^fi^,,* ^pvh^:^^ 
rropnety upon anj otihiect human or Civtne\ 
Tho* I pray or preach, or converfe in the moft ex- 
aked-t^g-ttagtf; ufc flic ilK>n'iff(^ingExpn^on5, 
and be a per^K^ Mailer of all the Harmony and 
Force of well adffijcj^ Wgr4fi ^ T|io* i am capa- 
ble of fpcalcing a M^l^brd in Seafon to every Man's 

rfiakf a^igipj^^n^ ^(m v^^Wf ^ Jfctare 
altbg^er without Xife ; So .). .#|«r .l»%WJiI .«he 
Agreeableneb of Oratsry^ and the 0iftindiaiU ef 
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Lmy 1 am nothing. The* I haw the Gi/tj^Profhaif. 
in both its moft common Acceptations; Tho'l have 
uponfomc peculiar Occafions, Light and Irfpiraticn 
(mm God to foretel Things to come, as Bniuark 
had: 'And tho'-r have the moft excelicnt.Gitt of 
cxpotmding^ a^d preaching * from the Hcl}* scrip- 
tures, the WHrt>f God, and the Privileges and Du- 
fifs of the SafiTtS'; lb that I thereby ciifro^it- Devils 
and do many- wonderous WoHcs^ in tbc GvM.vt-rrK 1i 
of Sinners, and Edification of*tlve <Murri.h : vi-t ir I 
havenotLoKE*./'<7« nothing.. 7>^, tho* I havcj not 
onlyth^ Gift of difcanfttng tleganrly upow trvc 
morcobvious Matters of Chriftjanky, and. the out^ 
fuieof'Things ; but tho' I have alt Knvivkdce- and 
wa^erftand'-Sl '^//mr^i To that I could p.ry imo 
tljedeepeft Receffe^ofcvfery Subjeft : Tbo' 1 couFd 
'I'K^erftand all the dark Places of Scripturci and 
unfoW all the ocaft Qualititis qf fthe Lo^ftpne^ and 
difcover * aHthe Secret$ of. that i^w by ^\i\t)\ tlitf ^ t. , 
Creatioft'is govern'^ ^X\ I kuavif ail the Star.s and \ 
could call :thcmi^,-tneirT5anficsj and' had all the 
^ife Sayings of f he. anticntPfc/Zr^^Vri- by heart »^ * 
Tet if 1 have not -Lwe^ ttim noihinf, , • Agahi^ t ho' f 
I'ave all FmVi^y that vforkctb.n«>tpy Love, or ^caA 
fubfift without ift ; f^ ihnt IdbuMrmovi Mvitmt^tnsi 
(5 proverbial Exprpffiony.to figriify^ 'tbe*great^ 
j'iSculty )' ^AX\d have Btot Love, X^tn fiiihiag. Notft 
rhe Apoftle does jiotTdy^-I am yet matting in fdrrw 
pfa;^«|j^^v>of -Chrlfti^CMty t. But I am N(^ilfing^ 
' hrvc^ neither Part nor- I/Ot in. t%\i Matter; 



•S- Ofice more: Xhi J ghe-aU ni^^ ^d&rls^''^^ 
* 'V». Piece, by Piece, ,whi]/2 J^j^in living, not to be 




•hat I believe to be the Truth, a^^. Co gain aMar- 



( 7« J 

(^sNsiRC) fet ii ftr^Usti ^^^otM^^ toward th? ^ 
f l^^ining f vcrUfting Uft, iflkmn Hff (fiaff^ \ 

p^ our eternal H^ppipefs i^rithout ^^> M^ ^^tly i 
f:onc^nrsu^ tolcnpw wbet;h^ w^afc^p^ti^e^ ciC»fi94 
influence^ by ii, pr ii^. We may, with a KuW la^ 
jgenuity, and impartial. )^3(amiiiation htk n^&ived in i 
fhisM^ttertif we ^utfppi^ ouf Tf mpern andCf^vefv \ 
fatipii, ivith ihePefcrisftipn Id tlve^'^^c^ T^i|tv« 
msff tbebetl;er undecSf^^jni^ it^ kt us^brerviftt d>ati 
j[)>y a ttacf^ny) l^m \f p^t for itsSii^^y ^4^ 
who ii tb( F^Mcfii^f of i|^ and ii> wjliQf)p {ifact it 

Trcatfnci)t, ^H ^njfrftU%eh^ n^l^.mc^ Mn, 

Wg»orJ|i^mJiltncc. lIHoes^fot f^|[>ft*fii||tMH 

ke A«fi«r# i^i^rh^^ipw^Rg ts^f fc^Qjipdi, .qf kwf Mbfo.. 
%nfnt pf|ii$FjBrfoi>} Metimly ^jfoin^mVi^^ 

JwiM^h iig^ffpM% t t^ w)h> •im}^ f«i4i^ Wto •* 
^Fc«;yMaA?4icoFd,i^^^ f^limi^Vlbt^ 

JMI $tep^ m^ ^^9 faJ^Ii94t^at iHi SaVMH^r WF 

Ms LoTCjfc rtm b« ^irf4 pwwly^wJS«iMN»if 
fiincc % H«^ 4^4'^^ vpucbi^^ %^ (\0^r for 

/^^# ^ Gr^Pf* He. 0o;)>iWI im^^ iHIPb^iicbt 

\ • or 
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or fintiht Fqm« of PjE^di^: AlM M^i^9 * o^ 

his QiFirg^r. 4^ *^|A ^*^ M- *?»« Conaplww 

up9ii him iDom^^ fli^%/ ^G^p- \y h^tcvcr Paift 
^Bojyr, 9t Tfavftjl of J14iii45 Loft qf Fricnd^t , 
or Inprc^ 9^ M.ntW8$.t G'if^$p9'wn^n^9 9^ 
CmO^m^Y t^ii^fK^^d out ^n^abTO^y i^rcivMcncpi 
he t9ik^ IJbf p^ wilii S^bmiiSpR «>ni7'teiiJcf"lP(ef5^ 
He koQ^B chat tieji light 4ffli^iimf which can pul][ 
iMOhm /^ ^m0it^ mr0 %wking far him q Jar 
ram mi^wg aifd €$(rml f^ei^ht rf Gl^ryJ tit 
thentf^re kail JhtngtfayH 'V'^^^LwOy fittfim 
^fokitfifmitk^fHdifiiisJliiht. 

)t mc8 lyMi tNs.grf«<ifft $vffeio^fs,^ft^» a^il 
fifnij»iry» vrhUc bp withJPa^«ricff fuffi»m all fW 
W^aUf fiQJib afl4 W«»kw6ar M*cip ofMenr 

fry tiM Cali»ivli«i :«f liki m%i^9m n targ^ i?«rf 
^f^trnkmrif iJ^ JS^k4 iViHw^k wbigb -gji.vca ^ 
bdtb. 4 k«f|i £1^ 6f ibe^ J4t«l ^flftifrir afi4 tbf 
fPMIBftJ'if^lbWi^iils tkw.lfiftruioMSs Df bi$ Si|iflFc$P>r 
^e* Tl» be. mill g»(l genttc^ yih^fi PjtQvidqms 

imilkf 1IP9A j)«» 4NR<i Me«i<^m<^ fm JA iipthingv4»f 
framdHtfu^i b«u hit pM^uUfu^^/^ih&A^«^i««tfi 
to rflftaiii M wmM K^nfknift 4p4 Paodior in tbf 
jnidftpf AdKftfiry?. - , 

JJan^ Tbr proper Noci^dn f^ iifi^ri^^^i^ bekif 
difgidlf4 upon ikNe Suptiofitipn €>| f^(H>;bf?r bei/?t 
more bonoutsdi voc blc&d .thaa. onij^va^^ . ^A^^ 
the Mmjf JUm will Jtocwmy afcoMf . bim who an; 

muck . 
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aiich inbre ^prbfpcrous in the Things bf thisliife 
tSan hiinfelf; wfly, probably he ittay ffe'«i rriarir 
fcbe mote abundantly endued with the fibuiing 
♦Qifts of Eloquence ^nd Knowledgfy' and te have 
gVeatef Siicccft in -their pirWick or prlVat^^ Labours 
for the Gobd of' others^ 3.hd*unelouhUdly h'^/w*\^^ 
fiear bthcrs mot^^arefled >hd hohotired ;- but does 
He'tharcrore^^z;y.themv. or te he'difplcafed, -andjun- 
fatisfied ? NoV How can He f Seefn^t^At hi&Love 
tfd himfelf is thej' Mcafure of hii La/e to ht^ Bro- 
• ther,' and his Plcafure in i-he avirte Appointment.s 
^u al to ' them- * both. Lov^^ as * certainly : takes 
Sway the Fourt'dSition^ smd tearcrh u-p the" Roots of 
'Envy; as tT^Surt'flithlng ia his full Strength, ex- 
cels I>arli:nefs"from' the; Face of the fiarrhi ^ 
"' ^4"; -Thi Mlin hfiLbvt'vaunteih not hiffi/eify or tJs 
jt isread |n the Nlrar<^in, /j ithrajhl JDdeS not 
drawan irtcbnftcler4te*Gatieluf»!t frdm a^ny \P/vW« 
jes whatioever.''^ H^ pTbnouiifccs not peremptOTily, 
fti tihcerV-Jln Thlf>gs, bu* ^ighs with art inkparti- 
iS'Saih; and deterhnri«?s with J«dg?»iefft, 'He i^ 
hcrtrfi^ftyiti^conclvMirtgthithci is endued wfth thoW 
fetfflings frtjm ^GODy of which h6 Is nbt • quite 
iefta'irt : Neither^ otli'thedther H^lnd, k h^ nafli ir 
tondemtiBftig^ hiirifelf Without Ground . He il way < 
SiUows- ta ^i»ifeif,^ What ah Heathen woul^ allo\« 
to aft6th«', •'**^a!w^« fccond Thot^ghts, aifd macj 
'Kfeies CtAiiTfeltbo/'^' He is not rafli in hisEoter- 
•prtefes; nor bkihful in the Tjiipgs wheyein God* 
Glory-, br'^bis'Dafy'is ton^erned. His Condu£ 
iS' dffcovcrediit p^oportiomUg-theMian^to th( 
Etid'; and his Ejirneftnefs, or .Remiffnefs to' thi 
}b|ik)rtancc of ^heTWhg htis Im Purfuit-^^ He i 
is careful td avot* Supe^iiidn, 9l$ LtcinUoafm/s 
He'fti^iirt^ not at* an Griaty and fwallows^ a Gamel 
tiox iythes Mint and Annifi^ and omits th^weigbtU 
Matt&i of tiib L^W^ He dilver oot- headtong fd 
c t thi 
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fcrews jpditKiQl\^^,toc i^^mff'uMf^tfSfmb^ 
but for toe Sufflame ctf Iteli^oiu He rimk jmI 
into Intricacies, and nice Diftiiifiioiis in high NIat- 
fen, to thy /vffJpa rf<he fl^tn IMi.W^ «f tw 
HoSneJt: Lfoft ^2#^ is li^ rafii IP lOpncliMling evS 
coiKeinin|.^pxW^ ivhi^e th^ /iM} ipfiHIot' tolj 
condemn duq. Jp.ih^ be is /|pf (tnlty of tKat 
Rafhnefs, peculiar te a wud Enthaiiaft. 

m4ifytTlj cfhzrtjilfm Goo, fas i^ f0o JM lAi 

rtipifght^ and at|irmcd, that ^f ^ ^^f 9fs jnyot 
feiSU:^ till Love to Gop aiid fi^ip, |(t «^4.ib«0if|y9 
hari, tf not ihfp^ikklo avoid ifjMM^i^WfthpW^ 
i^f ii^l a^tbi^u^ht is W^;, > df^Ei^riiig fmU^ if oqi 

any cxpencncetl ChnOlan WfirtM M^f #^ .^^ 
- "^ oof of thjs, j5 it a^mi tf p^ J^^s.fh^ Tj^U 

irQny*of tb^'ls^t'^ijcf'i^ 
ewn fireaft. Let ^fi ai|^ *Wo|f f ¥!*» «^ I 
moft ft$c4fpm Pn^c. fp4%?1?PWP*spftn|]|ifiE4f>^ 
Moft>^fr<)m MrSSHWr W* tl*?^»Ar?«ifci 
Moftiblic fo be^ A^^^¥ 4f^ J^^^iSI^^^ W*^**^ 
out fwellij^ A^esr, fwi^ ^|?I jR.c|f^|l5^i?Tl^ Awl 
his Min4 yr*!! "^? Wa) .m»Piy ^ofK^ntf ^frfbic-? 
Hon, to an^^ M >i^J^ I vi}«%}pflft 4iM nifHb 4^9 
Lpip frftjqp and (pjf Kdtew-.CfijilHW!" Jfwjw/i 
///j^/ may^ indeed ^(^!|j^^ 

/anftf fdmeth if) |lun:|jtitJH. ' ^^ M^^ ffifW Tf^r 
kvMes K V^ffi^l at ije^,* fJiP^OTf jt jg/{, t^ f^Q(9 
\ijtn^i Qr the gfo.v^ipg Wl}ifat^>t|isJi wlVM 
peen, .^n4 upfit for .^^c f^^jip^'f I^J^ri^i .9r X\m 
rar^ief's XJfe^ «^nd§ ppe^^ 8»? '<9P^* wto^ « 
majeKc^ir J bjut fk? it p^^nf , ^V^i RF«W^«S &« 
the (jjrijff, \j^ hwiV'} ^PSf^^JS^ ^^' ^^ ^ 
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h hovt^Tom puffing up, that wc may witb all\ ^ 
ranee hlSirmy'ms^ nothing el& can poSibly make u% \ 

^^Khowlcdjge, alas! *ti5:alt in vWw-: ; 

*' And* alHh vkhi eFiir Fear ; 
**^ Our ftubborn Pride wilt fight and reign, 

' ) '^-'^ : '• If Love U aWcftt^therc/'^ ' 

Jhdibe may AJirOifaHher^ that as the MetH $f Ijfoe 

■' Isndfpuffed up with hi^ Coricats of himlelf, fo 

he iS' not diftuirbed; arid rendered unhappy iJF others 

' - thihk mid^ of him.- He fecks not the ^faifc of 

Men, but the Praifepf G6x>. l^c is far more foli- 

Citous to dejkfvey'^^zji i<i^ procure ^z'giyoi Name 

Ultk^ng Men. HiJnce, he fays hothingj^oes nothing 

' to ag^rari8ize''*'and fct' h<mfclf off to^;..tlie 'belt 

" ^Ai^2tt\t3tg€J'^Biit"i^ hil^effj J^tr^lel and unaffi^ed 

■' in klMiid BdiaVfoiif. "* - / '. . 

- : 6/^ Ttt!^' will more evidertdy appear, if wc con- 
Mti the' 'Ae*kt^ PartJcphar ^ in fe'i ChaVaaer, be doth 
)ir?^ hbave Unplf ukjiemfy. 'f)6x\i nbtfaing- unwor- 
.' tby><rf;ihii'Xbhnftiaft- ^^ Sor ''ihe,^f^caUon 

4t/lwr^ wiib'Byis called* Wis irue^ he does not behave, 
■ m wfcat rs'iifiwilyj (biit ^'fly) called a j&jciV Main- 
" htTky lHe dc^cs not fperid his T hiic in what is purely 
ceremonious, or iieftow' needlefs, and flattering 
r^^ omtums upon Men.* 'Yef IJeisasfarfromSpur- 
neis, and Morofencfs, isiifrot;]^ Pageantiy 2.nd Ftp- 
ftjhnift,''ii€'\s ^r/rz^^,': without ^everiiy^ foher, 
*■■■ without uto^^; arid linielyy without X/]f^/w^. 
He g;iv€$ unto eVety one His due. Honour to %vhom 
"' b^mUTf and fear tb'whtitnfiar is- due. He bc^iavcs 
•with -G^irfw^/Jtowfcrd his' Epemies, ajid PO^ to- 
ward the' Poor arid Afliii^ed. ;; ;He condefccnds to 
hisAT/inVi; is focial, courteous, and obliging to- 
SffzU'^xi EifMiky and /everdnces, and fpeaks bo- 
'- / • ; • ,. : . nouribly 
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ourablyof bis Superiors:, And alt this norfronl 
ry 4ffe5iatim^ or Defifc of Praift, but from 91 gc* 
luijie Principle of Tendernefs^ ^ and Affection tOr 
rard Meii, and Du^ toward God. He is not . 
npdled tierelinto by any outward .Confideradony 
s Men void of the Love of God may be $ but 
mv^ by an internal Spring of Generofity, and 
»enevolencc. For : ^ 

7. In the whole Courfe.of his good Behaylpur 
ejeekeih not bis own. u e. Serving his own Intercft^ 
nd anfweripg Itis own Advantage, is npt io niuci| 
1 his Thouj^tB and Intentions, as the feruingian^ 
lencratioh, iniii zf<frifiiyig Goth While he is in- . 
iuftiioas in the Station of Life Providence has, 
)laced him in, and by honeft Endeavours provides . 
Things hoheft in the slight of God and all Men, bt 
oes not eiivy the Profgeiity of anpthei;^ but.dc- 
ghts 'to fee Ms Neighbouz; fucce&£ul* Henoe, h^ 
eks not his own temporal Go9d, at the Jhrnvn^ qr 
'/j^ned Hurt of ahptl^er* And as .he feeks not bii| . 
•vn temporal Good at the Hurt, and Expence of 
lother, neither dots be ever defigne^y faife hia 
wn Reputation^ upon the. Rtuns of his Neighbour'^ 
redit.'. 2>tay^ whatever he doth, whether he* i^ 
nployeid in Works of Picty^ or Charity, .hefeek-' 
h not his own Gl6iy, but the Hmowr ofGoi^ 
id the Gopd of others. . His oWn Eafe, or Aik 
mtage, 'Pleafure, or Fame, Will, or Defire, are 
wVer \i\t tJ^imate End. Sometimes he may evin^ 
rget the'llealth of his Body, and . Prpfperityof 
13 own;S6u1> with zn extraoriiinary 'Degree of 

-al for.the.Happincfso/ibofe about him:, ^bite 
.:h Mg/i's he cries oxity.I/fhau'WiUJiagivetbit 
\opU^ if noT^ blot me from thy BooJ^^ > Qr. with St; ^ 
auK / C9uld'wijh that myself were (temporally) ac* ' 

, ./ frvm Cirift, for my prethren^ my Kipfmem 
^^('^ Jifig. A^ i^^ Flt'jh. Nor dc^s- he confine his Care 

tc* 
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tk\f in th^ Mh& ^ohil Wi^hM(cfi^|' ^/l he deem; 
tKfwimhy 0^ aii ehUlrged' Mind^ zh^ rkf belter t&a 
BiM^Y zkA Paraility,- tffe Eilfeteter <if IgViorancc, 

bfti hft^carriril Di^ftrt of tlfc ttapj[iiiie&<rf otters. 

f w/, ani mnci>(ifined. Aw) : 

8: J^ hi*rr*et«tf not vdtH tllaK'Sdct^ig which b< 
^^flted'frWn^ »ii Zedv h\ir raftfifei-; tf ^en fetr 
N^feHl«in hf8fa*J<vt)trts f6V (h'6ir tVeftaic, c 

fi^hli FjSVs nbt irttil^fci of AWeif; bu^. 
pAiiM ^0^^i' l^i *«#• As^ fie ft^ Adt fcek tJu 

1H)M^9. If lit id^ttfrtdt a© //;i?ii Good,; as he in- 

MyMt'^ twV^ *i A. fife' ii itoV ffiio^ in h\ 
Teittpfet^,^ ana^fcoft *ttteaM;''M' g?fVi ^ an* 
4tf iiieoM*Ate' #^ flight Gfr6\tt^.' 6'uf -over 

fi^fs irtd Soii^ncfeV the HiiiR'dcl^ iha^'MSliboity c^> 
%/itH $ ^?t!f Gemlehefe aAtf Pitfehri^; ViJltW Kin/ 
ikfeffiri»^&ai*ro«¥|^V a AH ^tA-trtiNfeeari^irCanio 
'art« OKarJty . litr^ f^piitoH; di ibi titeet ijTGo^ . 
g^gls tf CfS^Jf^y Mi T^fid€yh(fs if Mind. He 
\^^in^ a0ai(ht/iito'ilii'Bf<dhreff^ J^elt6 ^Z? Men. 
The i^^ J^«'^«*' tJrf &drf ^M drt #ittedi and- out 
^p-tlie Wiiy* ? laimiiHi^imtVt ItiifeiAte 06firl for ;7ieir 
SaWStfidftV furf*r*'bMh* h^ ttf W imj^y widi tftcm. 
ifc I'd^^'ul^bVrtl^Sfi liW)* af^ tifidef thetP^Wer of 
Pf4de'^ ff^^i ati* e^HoOfd^; a$ hfe w6uW upon 
thbffi >^^ ^ fWeficd vwS fllc'Di^&?f}V l>urri»ng 
in d K^«N' ^ '^»tcl«!*xi(^ -WaiJ^ infetfat^Thirft) 
htf odiii**^w^«^sf fft'cii" CdttBittdn;' aticf would fidp 

'9. Ai^r 
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9. AsD one great Means which kecpeth him 
fern bfeing provoked, hy ke ihinketh no EviU i. f. 
\^jurmjkh none, where none appeareth. Iiidec t 
he cannot z^foxA khowiiig £vil of others, and Vo 
rtuft in ihU Scnfe think of Evil. Jf he heart one 
take God's Name in vain, and fees another bre^^k: 
theSalibath, be cannot but think thefe are Evils: 
In this there i^ nothing contrary to Xwr. But be 
is free from that finful judging our Lord condemni. 
Mm. vii. f -, He does not prjr into the Sins of the 
Wicked, or Weakoefles bf the Satnt*. He has no 
Ccfireto kno3v them, biit would rather, ibcy were 
quite concealed from him. Where! Men^s A£tim$ 
^e unMameabie, he does not fuipfe<9: them for 
Hypociites, or mere Fornjalifis ; but hopei ^iieft 
concealing tbeoi. If he fees fomc Imperfe&ions,. 
neyocsnot fuddenly queftion their Sincerity ia tihe 
min. Or if another be guilty of me A^ of Sjn, 
ie does not cQndudc that he Has httn baViifudly 
g4iliy of the fame; but rather thinketh it mfght'be 
Jj^eEffeft qf Surprize, or the j^olent Alladt^of 
^e^piation. And this is very wnfiftenf with tj^e 
next Particular of his Charadter. tV, 

'0. He repiceth not in Iniquity \ and coiifequem'Iy 
uriiiot 3e:fire to find it in any one. He dpes not 
^5loice in the Iniquity of one of aP29thjr Party. 
^"ppofmg Ire may be *uery different from him in his 
'^^"^ious Sentiments ; worfliips Gob in a dirf'ertnt 
J^W, and in a different Mmmer to ^Ji'hat he be* 
'•^ves to be moft fcriptural ; yea^ tlio' he may hold 
^^7 difi*er^nt Opinions, refpedling the Form of 
y-hurch Government, the Nature and Ufcofthe 
•^Wal Law, the Decrees of CJod, aird the Coyfe- 
^^^nt of Grace; yeU if he is overtaken in a Fauir, 
^^ dpth not rejoice in it : He coitfiders not the 
^}^fmnce between them % hut the Vi/tftntonr tbaf 
*^ Jone to GoOj the Shame and Scatulal t\iit is 
. H brought 



brought upon ifa« CbriAian Religion^ and tbe 
jury that the offending Party has done Co himfel 
Sin. And tlkrefore, under tbeji Confiderari 
bq cannot \yat, lament qy^ it. Nay^ the* ont ^ 
has been, a iiitter Enemy both to the. Oofpe 
Cirj/?^«nd in. pattkfdar to bim, }et wWn he fall 
the A'fan c/Lcve dctth not rgotce as if he had u 
Mreat Spoil.; But fehdctb iip ftrong Cries to G 
* n his Behalf^ . In (hoft. Iniquity wherever foi 
whether in Friendsi or Enemies, in the Kiel 
Poor, jn tbofe he knoweth, qi in thofe he kn 
ech nolK, in faHnfelf or another^ he maketh It 
Objea of hfe Hatred). ^nd the Matter of his I 
ravr, and Complaint before God. 

-M^mtM as Sorrow*^ he hath-Occafion o^TFbmd^ 
lufi ai well as Complaint : He r^mcethin tke Trui 

• In Gw// of evefy rfciodi wherever he jR»s it, 
; hears pf it. Its»]ike Marrow to bisi Bones, to 

the Go/pel flouryi^, and Rlghmufntfs^ and true i 

• Uneft prevail. It'isimtbirm as good Ne^s froi 
far Country, to hearr of Sinners tmrnedfrom Da 
nep unti Lights and fr<m ^the Power of Satan i 
God," that they may receive Forgivenefs of Sins^ i 
em Inheritance among the fanSfifiedi through /i 
vjhich is in Jefus. He d9e^ not enquine whcti 

ifhe Inflrumcnts of this glorious Wbrfcj were c 
^&]y of bis Judgritent ; but he itj<rfc*th in t 
ft-ofpcrity, . and fprcading of ChriJTs Kingdom, 
what Means foever this w^s effe^ed. He kno 
■that the G0od that is done upon Earthy the Lord i 
it^ whoever may be thelnftrumentshe employed 
the doing of it.- Hence^ he is„ not kept frorti I 
8hare of rejoicing, by his Attatcbment to a Part 
nor by the Thoufands of Prepofieffions and Piej 
dices which &ackle, and cramp Men of littleMim 
fafA narrow Souls. JHc poffefles flir^ by Faii 

ai 
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d m him he participates, lefsor more, of all th 
irlous Conquefts Grace makcth among the Son 
Men, He ftparatcs the Precious fiom thcVUe 
d whatever Truth he finds aniong any People 
mkkc? it the Subjedl of his Joj% and the Otjjtc 
bU Love ; tho' it may be mingled and obfcure* 
th a grfeat deal of Error and Pk^on. He take 
>t the Character even of his perfonal Snemy in th 
afs, but he ftudioufiy and accurately ^ys out th 
odQyalitie*, thit may be found in him, tho' th 
eateft Part of his Conves fatiop may be wicke< 
d profane. Whatever bears any kefemblanc 
the divine linage, \it fixes upon, and deligijts in 
id whatever is esiWxtcomeah. Hence : 
12. iir hareihi or as fome render it, hi afuere < 
^l Things. The extreme Cbariivy of which he 1 
)fle/led, cofvereih a Multitude of Sins. Not that < 
in League ^ith Sin, any moYethan Sinners; t i 
here there is no Probability of r^r/ff/wf his Neig 
mr*s K?W/5, he has Pity and Love enough to " 
erfin^ to cenual them. He does by his Broth ( i 
ns, a\5 Surgeons dp by the Sores of their Patien 
ovidcs a Pkifter for them, and claps his H i 
(K>n them, that no one may be the wifer. < 
K}ks upon that common Practice of revealing 
ret Faults, (even to Friends; as little better t i 
tufder f It fe iW^/rfmurderingof OUT Neighbc 
deputation, and may, in the Ijfue of T'hingp 
be fame as cutting his Throat ; if with the Lc » 
as^harafler he mould lofc the. Means of pr<^ 
ng his Bread, without whi(jh he cannot fu 
r\icrefofe the Man of Ldve keeps what Ev i 
;riaws olF any Child of Man, Friend, or En 
n his own Bfeaft ; being not certain if it pro 
rom him, hdw far It may ji^', aor how mi 
nay gather in the Flighty lo the great Hurt of 
her, aod the wounding of bis own Soul. 
Hz 
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' Evil has been committed in former Times, by tbofc 
who are removed from tliis World, be may mention 
fax the Cautioi), Reprebenfion, and Reformation 
of tbofe who ar£ living : Or be nu^ fpeak of what 
he has known of others in a different Part of the 
Nation, without recording their Names, or de- 
fcrihjng their Perforis, for the Inftrudlion of tbofc 
who arc prefent, w irhout Fear of injuring their 
Character : But as to the known, or fecret Sins of 
his Neigbboursy be never bringeth them into his 
Converiation. He has a jufl Difiike unio^ abd Ab- 
horrence ©/"that Familiarity and Friendflbip, which 
is fupp6rteJ at the ExperKe of another's gooil 
Name^ He appears daily at the Throne of Grace 
as an Interceilbr for all Mankind, and especially 
for thofe who live about hiiln, and therefore he 
cannot take Delight in fpeaking, or heari^ oJ 
tbofe Sins which he continually prays againft. This 

^,ri^/<f Practice of dally Inerceffion, cures him oi 
ihe gdioiis Sin of Evll-fpeaking. 

I'j^^ Yet, nevfrihelefs he cannot wholly avoiJ 
hicHlhg others relating Evil of their Fcllow-Crea- 
f ures, tho' they may always fee by his Countenance, 
that what ihey fay has no Place in his Heart, if he 
does not open his Mouth to reprove thcrii : But he 
provides a Remedy Sox himfelf, by believing all Tbinp 
t^'bas any Ground for, in Favour of the Accufed. 
If hebas not y^^ri/itf Evidence, bedoes not believe 
the Report <it all : Knowing that vul-or Rumour 
is uftially a hud Liar. But if he cannot difbelieve 
tb^ Fad, without UncharitablenATs to the Relator, 
or uiiTdikfonable Prejudice in Favour of the Perfon 
c|Oildemned, be feeketh all the Circumftances that 
may Ic0en, if not altogether excufe the Fault : 
Such as. It might be at a Time when a Flood of 
Temptations, ^the mod, favourable Opportunity, 
and |hc gfcateft Wcakiicfi in himfelf might concur ; 
1 and 
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ind ft) mghthe/ar from his habitual Pra<SHcc, and 
\iiiucmtrmy to the generalTenor of his Difpofitiow: 
Or, (if the Natare of th« Thing .will admit of It) 
that his Intention mtgbt not befo lad 2l^ the Fact 
rtprcfcnts at fifft Sight; or whatever clfi may ief- 
fen the Nature of the Crime. And let it he ob- 
fervcdj be doe^ not only tabour to excufe a Rshiroff^ 
k'timati Ftiindf or otie of bis ov/n, Party ; t/jij miirbt 
be d€H»e out oi S/^-Aw, or Zeai^ for his own Opi^ 
rion 5 but exeicifes the Jami Charity for one In 
whom be his no Intercft, one of dn^her Ss^^ or 
even to TLpirfoncd Eriemy. Bit after alt j Things 
iray be mcnxrumftanucd, 'as to admit .cif no tole«^ 
inh\e Excufe from any of the above Q^iarters: 

^4. w exercifeth irio^er Grace toward the 
TcrToa he cannot acquit for the prejent. He hopetb 
fiff Tbingi will be better whh him /or thc/uture* , 

« * He hopes the abindon'd Wretch wil l.turn, ' 
• *^ Repentaoce fin4^ and for bis Sms will mouro^*" 

He does not fpeedity cafl offy or condttie - any to 
be incorrigtbte or irrecoverably loft. He knows 
th€ LoRp'i ff^ays are not Hh our Ways^ far his 
^bovgkti. at our Thoughts^ But as ihi Heavms aU 
Vighcr than the Earthy fo are his f Pays o/yiexvy than 
furs^ and* his Thoughts of Goodnefs ahaW whtii^we 
can conceive J Hence, he prefcribeth not Meafures 
to hi^ Maker, or faith |into the divine. Bounty, 
lithifyto Qi2Llt xhoM go, and no faiihcr; Bui he la- 
bours to have his fliope anfwerable to the divine 
Beneficence. Nor is his Hope, a dry tuiti 'fruitUfs 
one, but /«/? of Endeavour for the G^^ii of the Ob^ 
i«<^ of his Hope. It pdts him upon earneji Jh-ayiTy 
that he may fee the Defire of his Heart accomplifb- 
fd Liv his Salvation: It leaJs him, lip" the Ufc of all 
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Meam for bringing kbeut the hoped-for End; iol 
wholfbme Reproof, edged wiih the warmeft £x-j 
pceffions of Lx)vr, guided by Diicretton, and ten*, 
peitd with the greateft Gentlcnefs. If all is re* 
Cumed with'Obftinacy, inveterate Malice, aixl 
AdsofCruel^, fo that //«^/ ianguiflieth.imdera 
Seiife of no Succefs^ yet his Reilif'xs at Hand. 
15. . And laftly, he enduretb all Things, His Pa- 

. fUfice is ftubbom, and will not yield. The Pride, 
Malice, and defperate Wickednefs c^.Men^ may 
baffle,, and render all his generous Labours unfuc- 
cefsful, but his patient Endurance is infuperable. 
It reniains invincible, and triumphs amidft all At- 
tacks. He has put en all the Armwr of GoD, ani 
hi endures as feeing him.'wlM is invifible^ . In Patiena 
hip9ffeffes hit Saulf and waits. for the .(/j^/Hout> 
when his gracious Saviour ihall feal Ms Difinidion 

. from Earth, and admit him of that harmonious 

. JSociety above the Clouds; Notttfeary of Life^ 01. 
Suffering for ihe Sake .of his LcUlp, hvLtdifmtn to 

/be diifolved, and to be with CiSr^, which is fai 
better ; he waits the appointed. Moment when hb 

. returned Mafler fhall fay unto him, Well dme^i good 
and faithful Servant y enter thm int$ the Joy ^ thy 
.Lord. , . , 

.}i. Thus, 'Brethren, does the Man whofe Heart 
. U full of Love, behave towa'd Saints and Sinners. 
This is the Man after GodV own Heart j who walk- 
tth in the Lights as his Saviour is in the Lights and 
in whom there is no Occafion ofjlumlling. IVho waU* 
• eihas his Lord walked^ and in whom is the ASrut 
•that is alfe in thrift Jefus. His Love is tnadeperftSy 
t'iat he may Inwe BoUnefs in the Day ofjudmenty for 
as He.isy Jo is this Man in this PForld. 

2. And if he behaves thus towards Men,, howr 
. mufl his Soul^ be enraptured and cnflamed when he 

turns 
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turns bimfelf. toward /&r Gop ^ all Beauty 4nii 
ftrft&m! Here be meets with 'sl proper Obje^, on 
which to fpend his loving teuU and an infifuU 
"Oaanof Goodneis with which to. min^let a»d ia» 
vhich to lofe himfelf. Wiiat Tingue can explain 
or H^mt conceive, the animeraUe Jojr and Hap- 
pinefs be enjoys in thus dweUimg in Lovc^ and th^ 
God, vjho is L^e-^ dwtlktb.in Him! O! the 
BleiTedners of that- Mind^ that is freed from PriJe^ 
and Peeviihnefs ; /rum Apger^ and Refentment ; 
from Unbelief, and anxious Care,, and filled with: 
alltbe Fruit of the Spirit, LvL»e^ Joy^ Ftau^ G^n^ 
ihntfiy Long*fuffiring Meeinffs^ Fatimcej. Fhddity^ 
&d Qoodnvfs ! Here i« Paradtle on Earth y yta Huh 
wabcW !, . • 

J. Who amoYi^ u$ can be.fo inU *%x\A fenfikfi^t at 
not to feel his Heart fired at theProipe^of <uc1^ 
Kappineis \ who can be fo-difaSeded to his iruei^ 
Felicity as not to defire to be a Partaker thereof }^ 
Gw any Heart be -fo ftupid, aa not to feci, /erne- 
Amotions towards tlys Parddi/e ^ L^vi ! Havev^^ 
^eloft aU Senfe.of our original Liberty and^Per^ 
6^on ? Or have we been, (o long abafed atjd kept 
^der th& Bondage of Sin, that wec|pnotex^ft 
^f fKjh for oun. primitive Freedom? Have ih^ 
Chains of ini^^itf Corruption been fo long upon 
^1 diat we cannot make ^ne Sffhrt to break thei^ • 
^> and caft them away froni as? Is Vailal«gp 
^ Tyraony become fo natural unto us> that we 
|*»vcno-,4j^^M» toa free Governmenti ' Awake J 
^mortal Spiritt, and afiert your priftine Dignit}|. 
Brea&e your ardent Wi(hes t$o tbc Goi> Who i^a^^ 
you, to,iTiat^yau i^tr Hitnfelf inBighH^fnefi- ^tiid 
^'HJinefs. Ailert your Claim to «//.th< £ftcacy 
^ the Blood of Cbrifij and t>reeious Proititfes df 
Ae Gdjpd. No Dcubi but the dtviae jtid wi|l 
fccofld your Endeavours^ He who gavi Himfelf 

for 
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firyouy to riJfemptifrtm all tm^iiy^ will coujn- i 
cenance, and ^wc Succefj jto fom Prayers. Whtw j 
thcalmighty Power of God is engaged, there can 
be no Fear of Impofltbility. And rhe divine Power 
fBnot more capaMe^ than the divine Goydfufi wB 
hejinvardf to effedt ibif good Work in you, 

4. Do not. think that this Defcri prion ofZWf 
i^ given us, only^to atnitfe os, or iill up (oine Va- 
cancy in the Inrpired Penniaa*s Epiflle, and npt 
for Ufe and Imitation^ No: It ivas writUn fir out 
Learnings that we through Patiemey and Comfort cf 
the Scrifture might have Hope, All Scriptures in- 
fptred of GoD^ is profitable fir DoSrine^for Ad^no-^ 
wtiofij and InftruSfiotiy that the. Man of GoD might 
hepeffi£ly.throughlffunuflied. unto every good IVork, 
As there is no DefeSf^ fo there is no Redtmdancy ia 
the holy Scnptif res. fflnaever Defcription we find 
of HoKneJiy CharaSfers of good Men, or Promijh 
inade to the Sarnts, they are defigned to be fuliiUed 
in Uif on whom the t^viis of the WorM arecome. i 

5. And lastly, let -us therefore fincerely ad* 
<drefs ourfe) ves to the Imiution of every Part of this 
glorious Defiriptkn. And, m order to this, let us 
confider the exceeding great andpredous Promijes of 
God, an4 from bis ffftsr^/^MfFaitbfulnefs, raife aa 
eifjitred Hope of bis contimiat Affiftance. Let us 
fet before us the Bemt^ of the divine Image, and 
the Excellmce of Holinefe ; the amiable Patterns of 
'exalted Goodnefs, we have read of hi the holy 
iScriptureS, or in later Ages; and the exceet&ig and 
kerned l^m^ofGioty whieb wiU »ward tbe;Rtgb- 
•teoQS.^ Let us chide ourfelves for our NegKgcnce, 
and SloA, in th< Matters of greateft Concern- 
ment. Let us exert (be ftrongeft AGts ;of 'Faith, 
we are capable of. Let us look into the other 
WorM, and behold with open Faee^ ess in a GJa/h 
tbe Cbry of the Lord, and he transfofiued into thi 

\ ^ Jam 
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fime tmagiy from Glory to Glory^ even arby the Spirit 
of God. . Let us frcqucndy think ourfelves among 
the blefTed Inhabitants above, and imploycd, as 
tbey are, in worfhipping God ; and infer from 
thence, ^zt ftihlime and ^x-^//^ Holiner& will be 
needfol to 'fit us for jthe ravi{hing[ImpiIoymentS'and 
tranfccndent Enjoyments of that PTace we hopcrto 
inhabji for ever. And, al/ove all, let us be eamefl 
in Prayer, that we may all arrive at the Meafunof 
the Stature of the Fumefi ^of Chkist ; to v^hom^ 
widi the FaAi^r, ?rid the Holy Ghoft, be afcrihed^ 
all Glory, Hbnour,*^ Power/ and" V^orfcip> mw\ 
^ii(X evifrtnore. J men. 
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p o E Ivi 

ON 

D I FINE LOVE. 



IMMORTAL Flame ! which warms thehamaaHeart, 
And from the Soiih expels the pungent Smart; 
Which draws the poifoa'd Dart of confcions Crime, 
And heals thefii;eaft, 09 which it deigns to fiiinc^ 
'Til thine to calm, the' troubled Sea witbin» 
And to fnfpend the direful Power of Sin ; 
To charm the Paffions, and compofe the Mind, 
And crncify the ojd, the ftrong Man bind,« 
'Tis from xhj Flame the facred Sparks arife» 
In pure Devotion, to their native Skies: 
Without thy Aid, my Worfliip all is vain I 
Pride, or Defign, doth all my Actions ftain« 
If to the End of Science I conid look* 
DtfdoletheMyfLeiiesofthe facred Book I . . 
^^d with a Seraph** Tongue proclaim the iame^ 
Whew LOVE is abfent, K<iowledge is but vmn* 
Tho' Prophcfies, mypaffive Lips declare, 
And God's Decree* divulge, while Men rtv^x^i 
The ftablc Mountain withits lofty He^ii^ 
Obedient t<> mf Fmthy removes whh Speed : 

Tie 
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Tte iieJplefs Orphan's by my Bounty dad. 

And ftarviD^ Old^e roliDd my Table fed i 

My boaodleis Wealtb, exhaufted to icdrefst 

Tbeir pinching Want, and fnccoiir their IMfbefi* 

If to the Flames, my Life, a Vidiai given, 

lo firm Attachment to die Truths of HeaTeo; 

Vet all my Adions are defeftiTe found, 

A ooify Brafs, or tinckling CymbaPs Sosnd; 

AffcSed Piety, and pompons Show, 

If LOVEbcliot the Source, from whence they flowr. 

Beneath 6er Uefled Rays, fair nrtue thrives ; 
^8 in 5&fr Abience, in Jber Beams revives. 
She fuffers Itfng, and Kindnefs jhews to sAh 
^iictnvies none their RUe, regreu their Falll 
The oftentatious Mein>hitobly fcorns, • 
And humble Grace ifer moving lips adorns : 
No iWelliDg Thought Jb^r peaceful Breaft diAends ; 
Kod to her Foes, and focial with her Friends : 
^0 felfifh Aims h^ generous Mind employ, 
^egardiefsof'^^rowD, fccurcs another's Joy. i , 
To hafe Affronts, flic doth fup^-ior rife, 
M, like great Minds, doth Injuries defpife. . ^ 
No vile Sufpicions in her Heart have Place. 
TVapparent Good>!&ir deems, the Buds of Grace. 
She mourns to fee the Lands defil'd with Blnod,^ ' - 
^1^^ Crimes portentous of the Wrath of Goo : • 
"ijp&ticntEarfuftainsher potent Cry, ** 

^^^V^i$ the 'Blow, and bribg s bis Menry nigh. > 
^hen languid #1tr/w rears her lovely Crett, 
^u\e^ U{icon£ii*d; and glows in cv^ Bread ; s 
Contends each Gracbj its Rival to out ijiine i 

**> fliarc tht Spoil of Joy, fwcet LOVE is tliinte. 

Wtth 
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With fluUbora Paciencff (he doth all Thiags bear» 
Confcioiis of haman His, yet void of Fear : 
Fond to. believe, aad joyful to relate, 
Wkat i& in others good# and wife, and great. 
When flagrant Crimes, »a corrupt Heart defcrfp . 
Notoiaous Fa^, (he cannot well deny; 
Yet ftiii ihe dopes, th'abandonM Wretch will tarn. 
Repentance find, and for bis Sins will mdarn : 
IF long protradpd be the wi(hM-for Time« 
M&ttd reigBtug ills defeat her beft Deiign ; 
' V bafeft Injuries ^«f ay her Love, 
She n^ri^ beareth, what (he can't remove. . 
The noiQr Tongues (hali ceafe, Prediaions hH, 
And bonded Knowledge, th'Owner nought avail $ 
Then Love, immortal Love! of Graces the fupreine, 
ShallHve ipParadife, in Heav'n the iame! 

*left TaJirimfs of Virtuej Source of Blifsi 
IWoul^ thou but dwell in fuch an Heart as this: 
I'd court thee for my Giddtt nor ever dray ; 
•Obedient follow, where thou ieadft the Way. \ 

iDire€led by thyCounfel, fliallnoter-r.; 
Arm'd by thy Pow't, no£nemy 1*11 fear : 
Xltiarm'd by-thy Prefencc, Preof againft alLGrief; 
Or in thy Smiles Pm fure to find Relief. 
.And when thy younger Sifter, Faitb^ ihall die, , 
Thou iliaU condtt^ me to thy native Sky : 
* And when ;-eturn*d Unto tby Source, fliall be. 
The StAJcdl of my Praifg, eternally.. 
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Zc'zout MedftatwnSy &lc. 



W the FaU of Man, and hkRecovery by 
JefusChrifi. 

^Is^^H^N* God made Man be made him in 

^y^)f^ his own Image and Likenefs, and gave 

\ )tfi{ unto him a Law that was holy, juft ami 

'•i^^X goo^ 9 ^"^ ^3^ he kept it he and all his 

OfRpring had continued in the bicfl'ed 

'^^e in which' they were firft created. But wti 

'<i that Man broke that holy Law, which his 

-tor had delivered unto him, notwithftanding 

• had been told, that in the Day he did it he 

'■jM furfely die. Heiice the ihreatning took 

''^e» and Man died* according to the Word of 

'lil Truth, J ft In that he loft the Favour and 

''i^ of God, 2diy He became mortal, 3dly 

'^ur^ifhment wa^ to be eternal, which is called 

'^^^K^iflation thefecond DcartJ. And that thcfe 

I Particulais 
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f.rcct mprlfed in that oneThreatningistlemonftraljle 
f: nm Revelation, and not repugnant to foundRcafon, 
v/hatcver fome Men may think or /peak to the 
coiur^ry. ' And this one Tranfgreffion is the Foun- 
tain ahdSource clfallthis.vaft Deluge ofUngodUnefs, 
djatJias fo ovetfprpsld the Face of the habitable 
eWorld and corrupted the human Race in Body,Soul, 
and Spirit, and rendered us more loathfomc to that 
holy God, \Aho cannot behold Iniquity without 
tr:c iitmoit Abhorence, than the moft naufeops 
Ktptilc that crawls upon the F^ce of the Earth, 
can p6fiibly-be to iis. * * 

^<ow in this miferable Condition did Man lie, 
vv'hen the holy and blefledGoD of Love beheld him 
from the Throne of his eternal Glory, and haJ 
Cen^affienonhts-poor, feduccd, captivated Cra^ 
ture,.wbo was left helplefs and hopelefs,ruincd and 
. undone to all Intents and Purpofes, lying in the ve- 
ry Bowels of the Wicked One, the Devil. AnJ 
no^w infinite Wi[felom,'riGh Mercy V^f r<e Gracefyfte^ 
in-andfay, *' Man (hall not go down to the Pitj 
** for 1 have /cmjd a Ranfim^ even my own dear 
** Son who has agreed iotake upon hipi a Body « 
<« Flefli, pure and finlcfs, tho*. in all other Ref[>€<^ 
« like yours; and he fhall fulfil by his obedient 
*' Life, my holy Law, which you have broken, 
*' and (haU'alfo fufFer the Penalty, e^ven all the 
** Punifriment that Man is liable to, for his Sins. 
'* And this his obedient Life, grievious SutFeringj 
'< and painful Death, I will .accept at his Hancs 
"for you, and look upon it as your's. Anda? 
" he, who is your Surety and Sponfor, has P'^'J 
'* n;£»all your Debt, you may therefore, by Virtue 
'\;oPtuy Promife made to him, and toyouth-^ 
*^ him, on the Score of his Sufferings and Death, 
*' demand of infinite JufHce, which • is ||pjifeif> -' 
" gainft whom you have*trerpaired, ^PWll Acqui:- 
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" fantfe ; yea all the precious ap5 m^aluabl'e Blef- 
" fmgs v^hich he has purchafed'for ycju. But you 
" njuftoniy pleail thfe Merits of his Life and DcatB; 
" /^^r f cannot give tlie fma'le'ft Bl^fiings on ^ny 
^' other Account : But thrb* hini, in whom I ani 
" weH pleafed, I can ^ive all 1 hings, that arc 
"confiftent with my Glory artd ybur r^j/ Good. 
** Ajid for your EncouragemeWt, I, Who am Truth 
" itfelfand cannot lie,; do rhoft fiileYnnly declare, 
^ yea, ahd to put theM'attef beyond all Doubt, Jo 
** ^wear by ihyfelf, becaafc th'^re is none gi'ea- 
** ^er, that I am more willing to faVe you from all 
** you f eeUnd fear y and tO put.^biiin PofTeilion of . 
*' all that Go6d purchafed foryoxi, and promifed to 

* you, ' than you can .bfe to\ defire them at my 
Hands,' Nay, if it were nb.tTo; you could ne- 

'^ ver heartily defire Chrj/f o\ his Salvation : For all 
^' that loathing of Sin, reifiouricing the World and 
' Sdf, longing and panting after me and my 
^^ Son, and tbe'rhingsl'baved^porited with him- 

* for yoa,' are the Fruits and Effeds of my Love 
^^ to you, thro' the Sbn of ihy ' Love ; and you 
^* fliould look upon them a^ (6 many d*emonftrable 
^1 Proofs, 6f myWillirignefs tofaveyou. : And you 
II niayfet this down as infaHible Truth that the, 

Willingnefs in you to be fa^'ed, proceeds from 

* ^iw, and is always a fii^e Token of my//'////«^- 
^* fefs that youjhoula hefived'* * * . . .. 

On GoD*s LoVe.toMari.. . 






God is LoveJ ^A^td Goo has IMde'mamfeft his 

)vein a^Varietyoflnflanccs. Firft in Creation: 

•J" wli^ It^f Love could pi*6iBf>thIjn to create Hca- 

^<^ an JJ&irth,. Angels and Men^ andail other in. 

I 1 fcrior 
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feribr Beings, a«d alfo to dlgpify Msui, .whom he 
made in his own Image and Likenefs, in placing 
hm at the Head of this lower Creation^ .g^viog him 
Dominion over all Creatures. 

Oh Jdaml hoj^turaUe vrastby,j$);auooaadb^ 
.py thy Copdifiop. W^JLjiajd.jt Jbeen;^r.th!??,;anii 
thy pflfcDdants h^dftthoUj k^ft thy,Pfi»^y^ State 
^ftrftn(en4afit. Qlory. .^px^*^ !,t|ie/Qo»tP,4f^l« 
and /l:i^A?<irnjay opwtc vy^ritten pn.eTiefy;.^P» 
'.Heart : rVi^di^^dithe.GJory pftk^%f>^,p^sdi^^' 
ted froni ,uj,iH:<;pr.dipg;to tjbiait Wor44ojiiie.4w^^^ 

;This jnakes/Way for a'/brigiu^r ft^a^ili^flajipn o^ 
;6pD's X^v«^ to li^c.iinfui ! Sons pf jiicn j, y'^'f^ 
^ihines forth in a faj" ^^JpV\L^bt,ijJ ^Ue.Wprks o? 
'Redetnmipn, than/itj<^Qw.5a;thprc<>if Creation: Of 
.\vbicb' t ,W9«ld Wa.%^ 

to begin,. nor wba^tol^y, fpr it iiWjsa too^,wi^^ 
a SuQcdtfoi; me.to oqjptiate.qn. .Hoiweyer-asitii 
that V which ioes above aU others *ffe apd,^'^^' 
my JHeart, I .would be.lopfcing into ijt,, with Wp^^^ 
and Admirafio^i, Apg^s^.^^d .^.fyf^iU^^ 
can do n6 more j. jorv it is,aa j^fc|laaWe,^f)'ii«y. 
And zho- I canr^ot ,'fep.j[pf^r mtq,i^ i^s^t^y ^ ' 
rhcrefpre p.aiipot ,hc fo -jTiUf:h,#ffefi^ * 

they are i r^evectbelefs I wiir.be lookiiig.qpj in^' 
der tcvan Increafe.o{-Knowledge.and of Love. J** 
howcan iLove withbuti know, or know if idon*f<^^ 
firrtoknow? When Ilhavje^ bee^ii iriabled to bring 
my cold Heart to this Flame-of holy Fire, ho^^ 
fweet have thofc ^itWQ.B^etnoiable-Pa^jes of hob' 
Writ been to my Solil, which we ha^ve, JihH' /^' 
16. Where our bleflcd Saviour tells Nicodmus GoD 
fo hind . tbl ' WorUy that be gaf^ bis ^y ^^^^^ ^'^^' 
that tibefiever. beUeu^tb in bim JhouU noi pejjfii ^^ 
bf^fe evirkJUng Lift* And I Tim, iii. |6« where &• 
PaiiU^h v^^Xf^cMjiflerytfGodlmefsisgnaU Gn^i^ 

inii'^ 



Indeed! Ggd luas tmnifej^ in ihc Fl'jh, ' ' The p.rp'at' • 
andgJorioi^ God of Eternity, the Creator ol Hea- 
ven and Earth, Angels and W«in, with all oihcr 
tribes of Beings', who wairand is, ?inii<fver <vill be 
in'jepen<?ent)y happy, came down rrr»m Heaven to 
K::jlh ahfl was roade Man. What a wonder of 
Loveistbi&f Andif we trace him thro' Life 2fvd 
Death, .-and all the Sceries of Adions Ffe "wei-u 
through, nothing but Love appears thro' 'the whote* 
Procefs. And Were \K^Ah take- a mS-c 'cxtcrJ.vc 
View ofir,.andconfider it in its EfiVds, 55 ttanf- 
!'v.ming fin ful,Av retched Mvin; into his ovyn 1«ki - 
pe and'L kcnefs- m Ort'^rto hi?^ eton>a] H?n)ai r.cfs, » 
C hovv amiable woutt the difintekfted, Hound. luT^,. , 
inciihiiuftib'ie" Love of. God -api-^ear. to^Vlan,. wijo 
Utbe 'Oi.;eqt ff.it! Whatfrevcr isiexcellert 
«f/jcl def rahlc is' deiivy 'frprn'th^lirifaihr malii; O- 
ceanofLd\e, wtiichis St. y^A«^it)efihitioii ofGoa ; 
and true Religion '\% his IiTiage, Love inftaniyt 
upon th3 HtaTt. A . Richer Q0r can rto Mao ne- 
eeiv< than Love. . Whatever Qualifications, -natu- 
ral or acquired, Men may be pofTdled of, ihcy are 
a 1. \ erifhable, ' and cannot go b«y©nd th.e G4^av.e j 
I'ut Love never fuils in Tiijie or Eternity, but 
liies and grows for ever, 'rhcrtfore i conclude it 
i? the. one Thing'-; needful I* And,. O my i:oul, 
i»'ce ih-ou ' feeft fomcxhlng of the E-xcellcncy.-o: 
Lo\e, and feeleft theWant q/ it, fpare n,o Pairt^to 
t^etil, but' liRi, fe'ek-^ knock; and give thfi God of 
Live no reft; 'till thou ait filled ivicH Lt>ve j forf 
GoD^is Lo^'e-, tfnJLove i'sMicavcn'. - - r- - - " 

^ OnRepenUncc. 

"Rf rcnfar.rc is aConviclicn KDfir.y lof}i> vuin^, "hii- 
Lr*;bivlftitt<5 hy^Rettil'n of Sh>5 on<^;r>ai j[pd .u;Jt'j.'l. 
I 3- ^ A; 
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And this Convidion is wrought in the Soul of:it 

poor Sinner by the powerful Spidt of G<^> aol 

alwayi prccedesPaith, tho' it ^Jocs not forfake ti« 

Soul when Faith comes. For the clearer aad fi^ 

lerDifcoveries we have of Chri^^ thtititagtx ve 

fliall fee our Sins and Sinfukiefs, and wb-^t we d^ 

•ierve for our Sins, even the D*nniiation oftieH. 

.And therefore while this Confctonrnefsof Sinr^ 

mains, there will be caufe • for. Repentance. And 

•I am ificlinM to think, that thofe that are acquain- 

-ted with the Plague f^ their own Hearts and the 

ImperfciSlion of their beft Services dor^ JTorGoD and 

. J>4an, will acknowledge t1)tsas a Truths that lliiJ 

.Convidlion caufes aLoathingt>fSin, and of oiirfdvcs 

-becaufe of Sin ; and godly Sorrow for it .produce^ 

univerfal and perpetual turning from it. I faytbii 

< i$ very Confifieot with, and may be, ^nd is, wbce 

there is conftant Peace and Joy invBelicving *M 

. Chti/i loved me, and gave .himfelf for mcj I ani 

. Cin^.% and Cbriji \% nxine. May he :that £tteth a, 

GoJ>'i right Hand give me more of this GracJ 

' of Repentance, for h'n Merits and DeaibU Sak 

Avien and Avun^ 



®a Faith. 

' FAITH is a divine Conviabnpf.the Truth Jui 
rvtalityof SpifitualThiiigs, ai^dt^if my.Iiucreftii 
t')cm, and.enabj«ftJ»he SouU;t;hai js.g*4^i}«!dofj' 
to reft the whole Weightrof itsi Salvation on th 
LoR« J^S'^^^ ^'ho is ili« proper Object of it. An 
ihofePerfouswho are by a'/ou/id Repentaficcdrt 
vcn out of every other refting Place, atid'alfo m^^i 
taftc thelnfiifHciency of all Things in them, or dor 
, i^y: ihem, tojuftify thtaLintbe bi^t 6C;l»t Goi 



whaisofpurcrEycS'thaft to behold Iniquity ;nT , 
fay, fach wiil-gladly embrace \\\e Lord Jefm^ a» 
their W^dotn, Rigbteottfnefs^ SanftlfiGat'ton, and 
Redetnptictn ; and wiH wkh St. P/nti be dctormincd' 
to Icnow^riotbmgy but Cbri^ J^f^^t. ^fnl bim cruci^- 
fied. Thft is what they plead with God, for tlwir 
continual Acceptance with him- And wiale the 
Soul is (bus en^fed to renooiAce aUtCreatures, a^. 
goto the Creator InUfae Name efjsfus, raakipg 
mcntitiii of. his Righteoiiftjefs and hi<s dn/y^ Gd!> 
win not, -ttay I niay fay, caiuUt mfa^ to receive: 
fuch a^one, however grca* «i SimiM^ he naigbt have 
bcen^ 4>r k<]bwcvef viic he nsay fiiH appear .in. h\» 
ownEjrci^-.- ' , . 

But will Gon:do «am'>i» for Wmv-tbaii^fiMrgive- 
taOfFences, and receive him into JFavour? Yjcsl^ 
mif he wilislv^ him aR that is prcdoii€ onddkeaWe* 
inHeaveiitOrllaTth^ He wiiF^ak&all'^l^^Csfcatibik 
• aboveaad hc\6\v fen«e him. » His holy 'Angids^flidt' 
minifiisr utno* hi m, ^nd bisSaints^lhsill pray^vfon birh,. 
and alt other Creatures, thro' Goo, ibaJi*inftji8n&9 
aourrihaod ftrengtifcen him. ^ Bat ^ what is mare 
amazing AWy G&^'i^r who is Goo - hintfeli^ wil| im^t 
himas a Pr(ipbet^^%'ZPrieJi^ ^ zKing^ .2c&- ,2l Piy-^ 
fician^ as ^ Shepherd vls a Waichman^ yea, .and that 
Jilwajsj^ for -he will never leave himiioc /orfake him», 
Imtin all his Affli^ons, Temptations, 'Tribulati- 
ons, and.Perfecutlons he will be prefent with him^ 
czx3&xi^4jliuwwrkf9gsih^f9rhi$gaodi 

AtxueBiiiever vnH nk^t^^tth mfany pabifiriAfltc^ 
tiohs, and Trials, external from the World st\d^ 
the Devi V and internal from.h4s.bw11 Heajt, which > 
is, tbfo'the Falifaeeevne of thie &me^Natttrejwith 
the Devil, ^nd will be for joining with imn. oii*eve- 
rv Occdion y but cfpeciaily when the Tide of 
6race ruhslow^, which It certainly, will) whenever... 
wec«afb to aftKaitfaOwi tbe^nof GoDy. injvfaom. 

alL 
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all Fulnefs dwells, out of <vhore"FuIncfs every Be- 
Jicver receives Grace for Grace. Xb«n the Heart, 
that before was fixtortGoo, wiilbe de{>artihg from 

* its ch'ief Good, and be ready toxleave to' its former 
Lovers, the Worldand the- Things of the WoHii, 

' to Sin and Self, and in (hort» any Thing but God, 

- and the 1 hings of God. And now the poor Soul 

» begins to be in Pain, becaufcof the flrong Proper- 

fitytoEvil, and Averfion to Good, which it feels 

hiitfelf. AndtheDe\iU wholoves to fifli in trci-l 

* bled Waters, and to work in the Dark, wUIdoal'i 
hc' can (or at lead all he is. pe!n>ittcd to- 60) to 

V ftrcngthen Unbelief, .and to ftir up the RemaMis c:"i 
that carnal Mind, which is Enmity to Goi>. He 

vwill then fuggeft lothe poor troubled Soul fuch 

. Things- as thefe : ** Is the Frame, you now are ini 
eonfiftent . with the Favour- of God ? Was y.«r 

r Faith ^ndpaftExperiejjce genuine? Nayv^but havejo? 

* not deceived yourftlf and others, byftippofin^ yo\ 
^ were aChriftian, when you were ooly "a liypo 
, crite, and .by fancying you were under the Opera- 
' tiohs, and JnflueDce* of God's Holy Spirit, vp-arm-i 

.1 ingi coTnforttng,and:quicknii)g your Heart, when ;: 
'.' was .ooly your natural Spirits, which; were tht 
-• fomething better than they are now ?* Wjjat 1 
^'ihiaginEtlto be a Supernatural. Work, was mere! 
. iiattrrali" . • • . . .'■.'' 

/ : Or i(':x\iis rTcinptatiprt will nqttake, but d-.c 

* Soul does {bll refUt, holding faft its;Confidencp, 

* k'nbwrng'thatrnone but .' he eternal God could efFi ci 
^'the Gh«nge thafi has pafs'd upon itj.or perform tb^ 

.' ttiigHty^VVorkthat h^s beenSwrb light in it ; I fav 
^ if thefe his cuitfed Suggeftiorissiire.nof recmed, i'. 

.Means he nj.: 
:For in<iecd : 
ry» going about. Day. an 
ig[jght-f^k:ir% whoni he nuj, dsvouiv P.eri*i vvr 
' - 1 11 : , 
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t;Qre;be.wUI htg^ ithus ^th the > poor :Scm1 : 
'* Wjell|/upppfej&oD7l;id$.kBctV2*Woik9an^ 
fluuij :Xhtnga in tkcc /tnd^ior ithee, tboo mayft «iot 
be jMiwmid aictitiwhft|«)i^ nujrft <periAi 
iC^em^ji^altcar^jri} tfeoa baft ^kaaiKJiianid <felt; 'for 
^loyyrdfvko kave jOfilfM^ofoiufider tb^'Dracrings 
*^! Ibe sFmhecvrteve had Mehioga pf-Soul Md 

<iimehiCpin(pct at Ttfttfia^-faDd jivt Juwe not bctn.^ 
mcMWiGkri/lj (^ toiheiPartaiaers of the Divine 

J^e^^an^how dbftiilKm kncAVy O Man, J>tit 
itQjij^ fctjtfith. thee,.; and thoutmayft tall into 

have i^fflii^much vexoxiled cwicji, ai»doone>tbatj. I 
•i^li9Ke^tlM;d^i!!ChiU[ien ofGoD.biboiir under Jong, 
:Buith9«beftWiay/iiiithiaCafeisSi :notto<rea6m:whh 
'Sfit$ni ^bittiti^l^vMaafie£4 ior tftkou^dcft 
ftrely prove too many fondiee } faut^ianfwer.him 
jlm ; - Smtpoie 1 1 (never thane lieen: cMver^ but 
3«ai fiiU vader. the'DiaiKings of ithe Father, ::a0 ma 
Sl4(e<Qf.CtnyJdiQn,i itiftneverthelefs/ibeWorfc f>f 
Gflp,,afid beibastpr^mifed tbathe ?»riU carry^it »on 
to the Jhi^^jChrij^ J^/us i A^ytha$ he^ttnllt^ 
M»iah^imiJid:iRi€(l^.^j^^^ iti '/mooting 'JFk$c^ 

-^W kt ^therWeidcbe wbeeedL}x>«tJcwtU,as a poor 
'^wmijwiiilcsi& injKelf^'Oi>^he;Li>ajiD:^^y«aaeor- 
dJQg .to tbaCommandmeot of God, a!nd itro& him 
^^.hi4 QwnWotk^^-^ Tims, have I vbeen !$nid>Iid 
^y tfectHelp o£<50P,;toj«fift Iher DeSiiloicoordrng 
t^beiM vif:9'of aho Af oftle, tfftUni (ha$4^^^y 
3%i9^ Jbie :|cafinQt4and,v.wbcn aire ^fight^sbiin 
witb ;tbe.3ward(0f the Spiiiit,. atldithe& ^coiBire*of4a 
^mfkd:CbrJji. Taierfifore^my&xU I.chacge'itfaee 
in ^11 liby TeippUtions, .that thourileeto^the W4^4 
ofGqp, andihe.Satt£luaty of the .Cr^fs ^fer a3 
Md93iheD^vU.i3, tbere^hedaiK&^iiotoonie* 

.... Mux 



l^ut there is! yet another.Temptatiorv,ix4i]ch the 
iezr Chydreh of.Goi»,?have been exertifcd witft, 
: whicbi&aoMrcl^orriiltfeheitheirofthe former;>*hich 
^-feithjs:^ ficiwWtcU^itt^'that'GoD never itifendca 
•th^nGonverftoii, and that vi^hx 6od iias done for 
them wasignly to* ftop^their- Mouths 4fi the Jtidg- 
JUent IXay^ and that the Remembraoce thereof 
.might add to' their Condeinnaii<in and Torment to 
. all Eternity. • It is clear^what te intends hy this, 
jjiamely to fill the Mittrilwith* hard, horrid, and 
hlarphenit>us Thoughts . agAinil' Gob. O what a 
*^Was well as yiiWirAdvcriSry havevue to deal with! 
. This the HeffcJ f^/us well knows and therefore he 
exhorts us to watch^ and pray always, left we en- 
ter into Temptation; And- indeed we arc 'never 
Aife..bat. when< confcIoQS^'of ourDalfger, we are 
J Watching- unto Prayer*- . . 

5 Thele and many more I know by Experience to 
fie the Trials of Paith ; and il^e Pain they have 
put nie to, while I have been conflicting with them, 
Bonc-bat that GoDy to whom I madcmy Com- 
. plainty doesor can knoW., AU Glory be to him ! 
«Hitherto» I Cd^ fay^ the Lord has helped mei 
• yeaire h^ fo ovef ruled SatanW Temptations, and 
\my foul Heart's Cofruptioft^, as to Alike them 
> Work for good y for many fime^ they have fcnt me 
. to the Throne of Grace, «nd theLoRD has met me 
. there, and vile and poUutcdas I am, has embraced 
me in the Arms of his tender Mercy and evejfft- 
,ing Lov^^ and deigned to give me a Kifs of ratce 
t which has ib humbled my poor iSouf, that I have 
kfunk doWriathisFeet afliamed, to think that the 
« -Lord of Life and Glory fhould vifit fuch a finful 
Mart as me. Atid,. notwithftanding, at fuch Times 
I have Md- the cleai^eftSenfe.ofSin andSins Defert^t 
namelv theD^mnationofHcll, yet was I never freer 
:{tom Condemnation. 

' 0! 
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QI the Exceeding Hich«:dfth|e <3 race cW" Goo 
to convince, convert, fupp^r^, deliver ^nd guide 
fo uflworthy, fo vile a Wretch as me! Wonder, 
OHeivensi and be aftojRiAed, 0-Ea:rth,' at tke, 
Goodnefs, of the Lord my Goi> ! My Gbd t ;0 
what Words .ar£ thefe ! And is He that governs all 
Things, yifible and invisible, mine ! O how rich 
am I, fince this grfeat, Soul-fatisfying Q<m ismnlf 
Itiseiwfugbv I afknoirAoise. Let the Meri of the 
World take the World ^njl ihare^it amoAgft themj 
it has deceived me too long already/ I will hehce- 
ferth turn to GoDand wjait -the Accompliflbment 
of the word, which, in its Seafon (h^U befulfilled^^ 



iDireAJpns for jiving a Life of FaitL 

Look .forvi^rd and not backward, upward and no6 ^ 
downwa^d,^ .atXi'irj/?.and not at Self. ' ' : 

When C6t>icience is wounded by Omiflions CH* * 
Qoip0\iffiQnjB,,orE\!ils of ?ny Kind,lpok'not at the 
Wound only,- neither reafdri aboutthc Caufe, but-' 
b^ing f;>rry for it, inftantly 'look to dear-^^^ 
tl)e Pbyfici^n, aad be healed. ' aa. 

Never Ipok at paft.:5ilIS,•;withou^ looking at/ 
Qjriji: To view them, without him, will rather; 
harden, than :foften the Heart* 

J either view the Heart without viemhg Chrrji^^ 
Jnbelief fljould fay, it? too foul to be made 
c^ean; )>ut commit it into the.Hartds. of 7^5^ ^ 

Let not thy prefcnt Unfknefs for Death difcaU-^* 
rare thee ; -fof Chriji can i .and will finifli his Work 
i'l a Moment, tho' great, if hewere fuddenly to ' 
'alUbee hence : Yet thou fhouWft u(e all Dili- 
gence to ftand a^uatly prepared for Death ^ ^ ' 

-Be 
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^Be^mucb^id Pnqrierb' Always- go: is^s ii€<9df 

C'lesLUiine^^nd offer up all <by Sims auid tidcc te dier 

'Let J(tfm hfi Yhe^Scofid of ^-Xife* Let.aB* 
']^i|iingfl^xrpeakx>f hWv)an4 IciHltDiiim. 

Reft^not in thelOo^lriiVs afCbri/i^ or ConT^jiatl* 
on& Q^Cbrifti buUfci th&dReribn jof CM^ ; ib iSull 

thy^tteartr J^ «ftaWifli€^- ^ 

Wiien.4h6i»^foei«ft InwMdhDifth^oo; and diy 
If lifMjgh^Ra^ply^^ftffd (jpneMl abrba4» gdmftintly 
tdthe^.Titf^fte^a^fGk<leey<aild»^t:ttptby tfeatft to> 
•God ji¥heF«' tboirvan,4 fChat, 4hy Though tar- mny a* 
tgain be oollcded to x Point 'aud ^centrjc i^ J^fi*^^ - 

If thou wouldft be truly happy, be entirely paf- 
fiv^ wholly renouncing thyfelf, and^ivc up a A to 
Chrijiy. .'..,. \ . . 

irthbiiKearefttwobr'ttaore Perfons difputjng, be j 
not bafty in giving thy Judgments neither be thou > 
fway^%jAf»e^oh;.^M&iipiyaiid faone% attend 
to what is faid oil both Sides, and having- vlreigbed ' 
it-welt in the Balla6c6o£<Reafoni» if neceflbryf then 
givo righteous J vidghientf but rather^ Wave it, if 
tboti canft Virijth la good Confoience. J 

There i$.noii)iilgy;but Gonfciencey in^a^fi^twat 
IVtan, but what is contrary to the Natu¥« of Goo^ j 
and which tentiiUiisl^f fights: agaifift hkn. i 

' CS6r^ is the- great Medhim between Goc^ and I 
Man. Whatever comes from God, comers thro* 
Cbr'ifii and leads the Sou) back the fame Way. 

All.tbe^ Stns that are difcov^red unto thee, and 
as often as tfai^'a'redKcovered,icarrxthen^t6j//i«r» I 
.^d his Bbod Qiaii onto th^itr whive as' SnoArv* 

K^p upbntby Watobin'^Frorpority, and be not 
dLfoouragedin Adverfiityv ' 

. Beware left . that-drivc thee- from Chri/l ' whidi I 
ought to drivel thee Ito him. . Kor Sms> however 

great 



greaf and nttm^dtts, Affliftions kowcvcr heavy. 
Temptations however frightful or uncommon > 
ought not to drive thee from« but rather to prcfe 
thee clofer to Hirb ', For He on ly can h«lp the?, . 

Chrijtjifus ift the "End oFall Ordinances ; ther^ 
fqrelook tothc£«^^ while thouufeft theMians. 

When thou baft a clear Perception of the c^-- 
cecding Qteatnefs of the Profhife, and feeft hov' 
fa thou cdmeft Aort of it, Wware of giving iip 
thy Intcteft in' it, or doubting of i{s AcepnapJiflji'*' 

Every Prrtiilfe is like thie Virgin's W'omb,prcg^ 
nant ^ibbjifus ahd Salvation > theref9re fimplf 
tjt Chrijiti the Prbitiife. , 

Hearken diligtntly to the Voice of Gdi>, arid in , 
*llTiings f6lIow it, tha* it thwart both Self*choicfe 
<n(i Inttfreft. for it leads to cverlaftiiig Confola-y 
tjonsi ■ ' ■ ' * ^ ' \ 

AH the Coniblatipns in theWorH cannot ni^kl: 
thee thankful, nor all tti6 Torments of the Ibam^n*. 
«<i humble thee,. Without the Grace of Gon. 

Judge no Mah on Earth, /of that per talneth to^ " 
GoDalbtiCi but lov6i pity, arid pray for all Men. 

AH Creatures .beget tneir own Likcriefs. So 
^hcn Ale etcrriil GoId be'gcts a Son or a' Daughter 
iiis in hfs owrr'Likenefs and Image. 

Relfgidri i-s' the Image of Gob; and Goo is- 
Love. . ■■'■','■ 

The V:cHcd6f ye/us iri the holy Scripture, to the 
^^nvinc^d Sinner is>* Come unto me,' with the 
JiHltofall thy Sins, arid believe that I am. able 
'*i<J wtjliiig^tci^fave thee, and thy Siiis £&^ll depart 

romthee; ' • '•- '"^ %.\: , . ' ". 

Thou art commanded always^tb look untoj/yj/x, 
'^ that is thc'Wajr to Lift eternjijr For'to' look 

'^ T^psH CO |o backwards : Therefore let thine 

' K^ Unbelief 
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tinbelfefis the greateft Evil under flea ven, for 
It ties the Hands of God, and Yays ia Effed, Thou 
fcalt not fave my Soul. Yea, it is the Source of 
all Evil, finee he that believes is faved from all ; 
he that believes not is condemned for all he has 
done. 

The Spirit of God convinces .of Sin, in order 
that we rtvay go to Je/tii and be faved, but. Unbelief 
ftarts ba^ck and fiiys, He will hot fave us. 

When thod gocft to hear the Word preached, 
^gard not tilt Drefe, Featdrcs, Geftures^ or De- 
livery of the Man, neither too ftridHy confine 
'thyfelf tothe Letter^ which killethli but look unttf 
y^f^9 ahd carneftly dcfire his Prefehce, who is the 
End of all Means, fo (halt theu profit by hearing 

Looking to ye/us loiplies, believing In Jefm^ 
iriifting in Hitn^ cafliiig oUr Care on Him, auq 
delivering ourfelves to him* 

Fly not from theCrofs, if thou doll it will fol- 
fdw thee, and will fit foihuch the heavier ol\ thee. 
Expefl a daily Crofs^ take it iip, b^ar it, love ir. 
ibeath to Sin is in it, Life to RigUteoufnefs i$ initi 
Grace is in it j Glory is in it. 

Let not To-morrow *s Tiroubles weigh thee 
dfown to Diy. Tb-hiorrow thou mayfl never fee, | 
or if tboH dofl. He that helps thee to Day w01 do 
tne fame To-morrow. Matt<> vi. 34. | 

Deny tbyfelQoutvvardly, inwacdly, univerially, 
perpetually; Bear thy Crofe daily and follow! 
Chnji in atl Things^ to the End, that thou mayff 
reign with God in Glory. I 

When thou art encompafled with Trials anJ 1 
Troubles on every Hand, dp'nQt attempt to deliver I 
thyfelf, but wait on the Lo&X) ; and when thofe 1 
Trials haVe anfwered their proper End, He will ' 
deliver thee, and thou jlKalt priife Him« fJA. 15. 1 

Receive , 
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ReceiVe a Bounty at the Hands of Jio Man, 
when thou canft relieve thyfelf; but if prefled with 
NeceiHty, then be not aQiarfted to receive a Gift, 
with Thankfulfiefs to God, and Supplication for < 
rhy Benefa<aor, 

Defpife not the poor Man, becaufe he is poor]^ 
flor efteem the rich Man, becaufe he is rich i nor 
the wife Man, becaufe he is wife ; npr the learned 
Man, for his Learning ; for it is Goodncft «&»/, 
tbat gives true Dignity to Man. 

Let not the Incoheency of thy Prayers difcou- 
^2ge th^e j for tho' thou prayeft ever fo fluently 
^nd methodically with thy Lips, if thou doft not 
fel it in thy Heart, it is an Abomination to the 
Lo^D. . :> 

^kn thou goeft to the Throne of Grace, go 
*iinibly^ go boldly. If tlK)\j fpeakeft let thy Words 
JKfcw, and expreffive of what thou feelcft. *^ 

, If thou haft not always jthe fame Stnfvbility 'Or 
'nward JLiberty in Prayer, be. humbled, but not 
^Jfcouraged. '• 

If thou feeleft a fudden Motion in thy. Heart to 
go hither or thither, to do this or that, to fpeak 
^^is or the o.her Thing, do not obcv it, except 
^^ou feeft it tend to the Gl6ry of Gop. 

JVhen thou art inabled to pray in Faith for thy- 
lelfor another, and feeleft that thyPraj er is beard, 
Jjio' the Blefling come not (jpeedily, doubt nbt^« 
'^'^^ fcnd anothcr-Mtflenger, for it (hall come. ; 

Let not a Multiplicity of Things temporal, or 
'?^mual, diflraa thy Mind. Keep thine Eye 
^'edfaftly and conftantly fixed upon J^ft^i afid he 
"^^1 clear thy Way thro' all. 

Labour to approve thyfelf to God, and regard' 
^'^-t the Judgment of Men. 

The Spirit, by, or in the Law, cuts down the . 
^-ul ; The Spait bv the Gofpcl ralfes it xip. 

' K2 *^^ When 
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When thjDH rcadcft the Scripturet» a<k*Gofi fet 
tlie Spirit that gave the Word, that thpu mayft.; 
underftand it. .; 

Read not much at once,, hat compare Scripture 
with Scripture. Meditate on it, pray orer it,^ 
pierce thro' the killing^ Ljitter, fink deep intotk 
Spirit,, and it ^11 be as Marrow* .and vFatnefs to. 
thySott)* 

Confider well the End of thy Creation, whk^ 
is to onjoy GoD attd gforlfy Him.-— Therefore in 
all thou doft, aiinartliis one great End,, the Gloiy 
of God ;^ and thereby thou wilt "fecure thy owa 
Salvation, and promote «he Happinefs r)f Man.- 
kfend, as far as thou canfl extend tby Influence. 

.Thoii #rt called to dft the Will of GoO in a 
diree-fo!d Senfej ift. In believing what He b>y 
promifcd ; adly. In obeying what He ha* ccm- 
manded; and, ^dly. In f uffej jng what He peroiiH 
teth to come u|>on thee. ^ 

'Wbatfoever the Grhce of God has done in th4 
or by thee, that i? not theCaufe of thy Afcep*'' 
tance Ivitb God 5 thou art aqQcptcd only for what 
Cfc^ haB donfe and fuffcrcd for thee. Tfaefefoie 
|;depthin« Eye on Him. 

\^hattver Knowledge iis acquired by the ive^^ 
Dint of Human Rcafon, whether temporal or i^pi- 
ritiial, teiids to Pride ;. but that which is given by 
the Spirit of God tends to Humility. — Eea^n iJ 
good in her Place, hot rnqft al\Vaiy$ ^c m^de to 
ibbrriit to the bright IHuniinatlons and infalliWo 
Difiattfi of thf? Sph^k. And' if the Spirit thou h^ft 
fcoeiyed be of God, it mli guide, thee accorJ/^a 
to4ha Vitten Word. 

Let not the Approbation and- Applaufe of M^^ 

lift.th^e I'p, nor theu Difapprobation and Cpntempt 

«:aft thee do wo ; for if thou wcigheft both wb^t '^ 

iiidhr thee, an^ againft rhtc^ with :^hat tbi»u 

.. . . • art 
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art in the Sight 'of God, thou wilt eafily fee hnw 
Ihort-fightcd even the very M'ifeft of Men are, and 
the FalJibility of human Judgment. 

Expeft Trials, Temptations, and Hardlhips 
every Day, and prepare thy Soul to meet them. 

Whatever corr,upt Nature craves, that deny her; . 
that which (he is avcrfe to, lay upon her ; and by . 
a perpetual Crucifixion, flay her. That which ' 
pleafes Nature while in Practice, will end in Pain \ : 
but chat ^hich gives her Pain, while it is in do- 
ing;, will end in folid Pleafure. — ^Therefore, al- 
ways countera6t Nature, and" by Way of Encou- , 
ragement, fet before Thee thy fufFering Saviour, 
2nd his fuffering People : And confider his Word, 
which ^ures thee^ that his Grace is fufiicient for 
ihee. 

Chufe rather ta tmdergo the greateft SufFering>«, 
than toct>mmit thefmalleftSin. 

AH thy Sins conftitute- thee but a Sinner, and 
Chri/i died for ihe chief of Sinners. — ^Wheh Satan 
charges thy Sins on thee, refer him to Chrijiy pa . 
whom thou hclieveft : It is not Prefumption fo to . 
do ; for it is his Office to bear thy Sins.-^And al- 
ways remember, that if he has borne one of .thy 
Sins, He has borne the Whole ;' and if He has for- 
given one, he has forgiven all* — Oh ! believe /and ^ 
affert thy Right! . .^ 

Thou mayfl: generally read the. Devil back ward," 
and betieve the Reverfe of what he faith ; for that . 
it generally the Truth. 

To believe the Devil, is the Way to obey him. 
Unbdicf was the firft Sin that entered into the 
World, and it is the Root of all Sin. Eve believed 
the lying Serpent before (lie ate of the forbidden 
Fruit : rfence it appears, that Unbelief was the 
fwtt Sin, and that to believe the Devil is the Wa;^ 
ID obey him : So on the other -Hand,, to bcheve 
K 3. (Jyii 
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QoDj 18 the Way to obey Him, for fo the Scrip* 
tures fpeak, vrfierethey fay o^ Mrakam^ Seefi thou 
l^9W Faitb wrought with hh ff'crh, and ly fVarh \ 
was Faitb made perft^. So that what I faJd* of 
Unbelief as being the fiift.Sin^ and Root, of all 
&x\ ; fo I may fay of Faith, that it is the Gate, 
arid Root of HoUnefs : And, confiJered as an la* 
ftrumenr, is the Means of our. eternal Hftppincfs. 

In all indifferent Things, rather fubmit thy Wilt 
tb the Will of th| Fricndv than contcft die Mat- 
ter with blai'— liui in aH Caiies tvhere the Glory 
of Gon and a gSod Confcjcnce is at Stake, give: 
Place to no Man liviug; but obftinaiely (land thy 
Ground againfrall Opj^ofcfS > zndt fight tbi^go^d FigM 
pflmih untp tlie End, 

An Antidote againft Ddpair. 

The Infinity of Cferi/Ts Merit§ U ihc fureft An- 
titode againft Pefpair : { fay the Infimty of Cbri/i'9 
Merits: fpr as He was Goo He waeT Infinite, and- 
39 He w^s Infinite, confequently bis Obedience to 
his own Law andi J fifties was Infinitft.— For tbc^ 
Fruit muft be of the (aiiie Nature with the Tree, and 
the Streams with the Foumafn. Hence it is I fee 
Iftfiftity in the Merits of dear J^usi^ my Surety .'— 
But in SinJ, however great and numerous', there 
cannot properly \>€ Infinity ; ,for tho' they be com*- 
mitted againil an Infinite GpD,. which renders 
their Demerit very great, yei: as tbff . Aggreflbr is- 
but a firiiie Creature, thcF^fsitre the Truifgreffion 
c^not have a proper Infinity, which the Merits of 
i^riji has.- Hence 1 conclude^ If I h^d the Sins of 
all the Men on LTarth upon me, thatthefe would 
conftitute me but a finite Sinner, and Chriji beipg 
an Infinite Saviour,. I may thro^ him be fiiU SoT" 
giv.cn». * On 
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On the Ncxeffity ofCouragfe. 

My Soul be not thou diTcoHragcd, tho' thr Batv- 
He be bard, by Reafon of thy entering hte into thj*-. 
Held, and the bad Pligbc thou art in ; for m&nf 
are on thy Side : All the Children of Got) ar-? fight- 
ing for thee by Prayer andSup(>1i;catbn<» and.^il thr 
Angels of Gop are for thee, and; Goth's own Soa • 
isfor thee,^ yea the triune God is iSor thee ! my^ 
Soul, what Encouragement is here for thee to g^ 
en in the gJoriqas War, ths' it be thro' f ire^ 
Water,»and Blood ! Be afl\amed of thy Cowardice 
and play die Man. What Soldier experts nor 
Hardfhips, or MitfinerStonns?: View theCaptaiiBM 
ofthy S4vation. See how his Garxiie4!t$ are rol- 
led in Blood J and expefleft thou Eafc ? ^^th«r be * 
ikd to fu&r with Hin> and for HiiQ» as H^ witJi.. 
tbee. So (halt tbou wear th^ Wreath j|q4 (^H^ 
tiiumpbMii on yond^ gf oriaHS Hill* 

•'*■.•-■ ' ^ 

The Soul's Charge to % to- Cwlkt: ; 
fbi: Pfotedion;. : » 

When I bavf been »o a Journey, and ftM^ a > 
Storm gathering, andthe Clouds tbickamng^ arnf^' 
uft ready to empty themfelv^s upon nae. How have 
Mened onward to fedc feme friendly. Sha^e, to^ 
creen me from the Impending. Storm f But tho* I 
ee the Storm of Wrailr divme ^kdieting aimaifi^ 
ndthe Clouds of his^Threatnings full, and te^dy 
empty tbefiafelves on aH ungodly attdimpenHcr^tt' 
imicrs, yet fo ftupid and flothful'ami, th^t I fe^r' 
am not jb ready to get to the ever bleffed Jefw^ 
J icreen my hnmortal Soul from the Vengeance of 
^caven^, due to m^ for py Siris^ a« I have been^to - 
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fcreeii my Body from kiclemcnt Rains and- Wind. 
And yet, (O amazing Kindnefs !) the Arma of. 
divine Mercy and Love are ftill extended to embrace 
the viieft and mbft unworthy of all Creatures. 
Haften then, O my Soul, to the bleeding Crof*, 
and take Sanftuary there, eVe the.Tempeft of the 
Fury of the Lord fweepithec away, with the reft 
of the ungodly World, into that Plaiie of Tor- 
ments, out of which there is no Redemption, and 
thou be made to feel what thou now. fcarce wilt 
fear! ' 

But, O my Soul, let me once more addreis thee ; 
and O that thou wouldft be pcrfwaded (in Affirdlion) 
to give up all Things here below, and cordially to 
clofe in with the precious, and altogether lovely 
5t/«x, who came down from the Throne of Glory, 
and was made Man for the fufFering of Death> in or- 
der that he might fave thee from Death .eternal. And 
think, O think, what Love he bore to thee, my 
Soul, when he fui^eat Blood for thee in the Garden, 
and cried out in doleful Accents, ^My Ssul is exceeding 
forroivful even unto Death ! And,* if thou canft beaC 
the hard Travel, follow the Lord of Life and Glo-' 
ry, from the dolefiri Garden* to the Judgment- Hall, \ 
atui frofti thence to Calvary's Top, and fee the -a 
piteous Sight, and hear the expiring Groan of thy J 
dyii)g Lord and God ; and if thou canft bear the 
Sijeht, drjiw near a^d catch the falling Streani, and 
b^e in the purple Flpod, and be thou clean ; Foif 
it .is written. The Bbod of Chrift cleanfetb from al 
Sifi» O \ what fcleart-chearing Words are thefc :| 
Defpair.not then, my Soul, I charge thee, though 
Skv has made theeUack as Hell ; for the Blood of 
yefus^ by Faith applied, (ball make thee' white as 
Snow . And though thou haft lain long amongft th« 
Pots, thou foot! Sialt fit with the Princes of God 'i 
Ffople, and f^raifi^ redeeming LoVe and effiqacious 

Grace. 
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Grace, throMgh .the counflefs Ages •f Eteiaity* 
LokD baften'thc Time* for I lotie to t^e-thf 
glorious Face, and join tbe hlefled Mtfltitudest 
who worihip round thyTbrpne without Wearincisr 

And indeed, I think, I fiisdl be the j;reateil 
Wffnder ia Heuven^ -being the .greateft Sinner on. 
Earth. B»t all Glorjr be to that Gox>i \^ho is qq> 
rpfp^ilef oC Perfon^., T now can fay, and i t^uft 
from the Grpiind pf nty Heart, that 7^ is pre^ioos^ 
to my Spul, and tha^tall Tbjn^^ ^Ke in compaufoa 
nfHwi are lighter than Vanity j yea to me, a^ 
Dung 'and Profs, ytfus ihallbave all my Heai^tv 
Yea had I a thoufand Hearts^ thou my liOi(.ii> 
Ihouldif have them all.; for thpu art wordiy, and 
thou alone^ of all the Love? and Praifes of- Aiigels 
and Men, yea and qf every Creature, that lives .an# . 
moves GO Earth, >a Air^ or Seas. 

Awake, awake, all Kature ^ aAVake and fprea^i 
abroad Je^qvah's Praife !' And thou, ovy Soul^p I 
charge thoe to 9wake from Nature's .Sleep, and . 
join in the uniyerfal Anthem of grateful Praife; 
For the Spirit of Infoiration declares, he that gives 
God Pr^ife, g^osifies Hm. And is it poilibley 
that thou, for whom Heaven has done fo much^' 
canft yet remain fdent, while all Nature offers hfer 
Tribute of Praife? Nay, my Soul, now arife, and 
ftake thyfelf faom the Uu& of Irjgratkude, and ' 
put'Oti the beautiful Garments of Praife an^ 
Tbankfeiving to'Qop, for all .the inrghty Aftsiof ' 
Kindnefs which be has fo liberally bcftowed pa ^ 
ihec. When, my Soul* waft thou in Thraldom 
aftj lie delivered thee not ? When waft ihou inTrou* 
ble and he comforted thee not ? Or wheniiraft thoti 
in Want and He relieved thee not ? Haft ibou »ot 
alu'ays foiind him faithfuJ to his Word?! fey^ . 
my Soul, did He e\ef jt^t fall thee? Nay, has He 
Pfti beiai indr« rea^y to hear, tbj^n thou haft Ne^u 
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to pray, and even given thee more, than thou de- 
fircdtf of Him ?. O then, my Soul, forget not all 
his mighty Benefits, which He has. done unto thee; 
but breathe them back to the Point froni whence 
they came, in grateful Thanks and Praifc. And 
learn, my Soul, to truft thy Gop, who catfnol 
lye, what State foever thou mayft be in ; for ic 
has faid, I will never leave tbee^ nor for Jake thee\ but 
will in all tJyyTemptations make a Way for thee to efiopf) 
fo thai thoujhalt be abk ti bear it. jYca, my Soul, 
and if thou wi]t beperfuaded to commit thy Caufe 
into the Hands of jhj* incarnate God, be will cer- 
tainly bring thee off clear, and make thee more 
than Conqueror J fortheG%a3 of Truth hathfpokc 
it. And tho' Heaven and Earth Jhall pafs away^ hh 
JVbrdJl)aU not pafs away, 'till all be futfiiled. Thert- 
fore, my Soul, fix thyfelf on the Rock of Agc5, 
and the Gates of Hell mall not prevail againft thet. 
Fear thou not therefore, o. ' . believe him, that 
raifcd our Lord from tht .^ad, and be fcalJ 
bring it to pafs, and thou {halt be faved in^^^'^ 
L»0RD, with a grc;it.and everlafting Salvat/ofli 
which Gqx> of his rich Mercy grants for the fel'^ 
6f Jefus Chri/l. Amen. ' 

The Believers miftictaUnion withCHRisT* 

The- Son of God came down from Heaven, an</ 
tdok upon Him ^a Body in all Refpe6ts like ours, 
Sin alone excepted ; and in this Body, as Ma"^ 
He did perfeaiy fulfil the whole Law of God, 
and did alfo take upon Him our 5ins, and fufFereu 
for them on theCrofs, Yea, He did aSually Heed 
aad die for them ;' for that was the Penalty threat- 
ncd in Cafe of Difobedjencc. Therefor^ He ^^^ 
i0t only fulfil the Precept, but did alfo fuffer th« 

^ penalty i 
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Penalty; ail4 leaving thus fuftaine(] tha t^uril(h^ 
ment, which was due to Man for his Sins, he ro(S 
again from the Dead ; by which RefurreSion all 
that believe arc juftificd. Now having given the 
Law its Demands, which was a perfedt Obedi- . 
cnces and divine Juftice his Demands, Body for 
Body, Soul for SouK Blood for Blood, and having 
paid the Debt to the full, He was delivered out of 
the Prifon^Houfe of the Qrave^ and afcended up 
into the Courts of Heaven, in that ftme Body, 
(how changed we cannot tell) in which He (liiibr* 
ed on the Crofs, and demands of his Father, on 
Account of bis obedient Life and painful Deaths a 
full Acquittance^ for all that fbould believe in Hrm^ 
to the End of the World. Atid- this Pardon we re- 
ceive,, the Inftani we believe on 'J if us \ yea and 
mtuh more than a hare Pardon :^ -Fbr as the true 
Believer is. virtually in Heaven already^ in hi* 
Surety ; fo he has his Surety, whp is the eternal 
God, dwdlinl \t. him \ hot viftaaHy, not inten- 
tionally, but reaky and adually^ as appears frdni 
^Qhn xvii. 23. i Cor, vi. 19. 2 Ph, i. 4, . Rev, 
iii. 2^. And indeed)^ without this Pariidpation of thtf 
divine Nature, we can receive no Benefit from 
QhriJ^s Affitrnptim of *the human Nature. Ekit if 
we are real Partakers of the divine Nature, we 
hjay contemplate our Union with Chriji^ with Pro- 
fit and Delight \ andboldly aflert our Claim to the 
Merit of his Death. And the. more eminently we 
partake.of€?Arj/?'s divine Nature, the more clearly 
we &aU fee into tbts wonderful Union. 



th|. 



( lap ) 

The Prec toufnds ctf idie- Modi of 6)&r//f , 
and the Benefits flowing, ffqm it to 
' thp; Believing. Spul., 

Ab^ Hiy. doir L^i^J wctt maf :^ Blopd be 
^ullod^ ^MpiOit^^ fi»o6 it is the Blood of .GoA 
j4^f;icx. a& Tq «i« it ,iJM{ and fluU. be; by the 
^r^oe pf X^QSH'exQoa&ig prUdom^ above dl that 
i^in^Earik or Hcmeft.% Sac in it, asd thco' it, I 
ba9^ dll Tbulgf for ttefiMjr aad&t^^ ftrTifae 
Md £«eiiitity« And now» my &>ul#, confiAer what 
I»r0 9iid ilFCiidccfld Tlud^dlepaecioaa Blood ef 

^ffti: tdiece ia ia>k Aloiieniaiit for all tlqr 
4iMrmoiis Sifis« Dm.m 24. Hik.'ai* 26» 

8ee«9%, It iqucodica thi Wnttb of GoiH 
^biob burned Jiot agsAft diy Sins. Z^. jnii. 7. 

TMr*y^ In^ atid tbro* the Bioo^ ofClif^.*oi> 
twift Pardon of ail thy Sins. ^« ,u. 4 3* . ' 

Fourthly., bltakes. away the Eilxh of.SiAii aud 
«R«(ikt[9 tbee wbitfi as^ Snow in thc'Sigbt'of .6oi>» 
Jf?/&£lr.7. ^.4. 18. Jibaliy. £««. i. 5. 

FifiJhly, It {deads for thee, with QO0 the Fa- 
Aer : Th6* tby immbcrieft Sins cry aloud fof Ven- 
geahce. oa tby guilty^ Head, the Blood of -ChriJ^ 
obiiteeattes tbem aH^ and tbcrtfote. thou -art outt>f 
Ud!,'^ Mofiu'meat of the'ricb Meicy^ of-'GoD. 

Sixcbly, It^fH^tefts thee frofte, .aetd -defends thc^ 
againfi the Devil ^nd his Angek j for as bold and 
impertinent as be is^ he dares not come whei% h( 
fees the Blood x^f Chtifl^ E^cod^ xii, 13. 

Seventhly, It procures thee Entrance into the 
blcfled World above, where Sin nor Satmt^ nor 
An£ul Fkih and Blood Aall^er come to 9K& 
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thy weary Spirit more ; but there the fhill have 
Joy, and Fullnefs of Pleafure for ever. 

Oh the Virfue f Oh the Efficacy of piy J/fus' 
Blood! What Tongue c'a*n telli" what Heart con- 
ceive! The more. I fee, the tiipre* I ' love.. . The 
more Tfee^ the rifiore.I burn with hofy Defire, 
The more I drink,; the more I thirft. Oh - that niy 
Soul were-at th6 Poutitran Hfe^d*! For there fliall'I 
be full, but*nevcrcloyed.' But iF it is thy gracious 
Will tocontirtiie me a longer Spate; of -Time in 
this miftraMe WorW,'iiirhich^ Is MSJfedjwith Sin, 
and Grtcf, and Wtot^, Thy ht^'WiSf^be dbne. 
Only this one ¥^v6av grant mte, deatiftt»bRD, 
and thy poor Creatdrc (hall- be cont^ntV'th^^ is, 
tljy gratious Prefencc in my Heart; for ftrarlHhy 
^teble, faeiple^. Worm, tread down all* His Op* 
f»rer8,:'ahd'give,' ^ thy dear, pbwcrfur Blcibd; 
thePralfe.v.'Tii •. ■; ...^r--- • ' - -■'; •;> 

Oh that I cbuld perftiade all my, FcIIow-Ctea- 
h»es tn t^ke bf this Cup,- ^itd'dflnfk of this Wine, 
^l^ich Faith -draws out of the Refervoir of'CJr^'s 
loving Heart I Then wouW- they thirft no more 
a^ter the poor, beggarly Efentfents .of this World, 
kuuiew them with Contempt,' and. fay, none but- 
^ifl'dtid hi» d^r Btood for rrte:' Oh! thrice 
^Pythey;, wJiobyGface^are-enaWddto chufe this 
better Parti A Good cowtuhihg eveiyGood! A 
Giftcoiht^itiffl|: every Gift^ f A F^iintaio of Plea-* 
^«re, the Welf-fp/in^ of Delights! 

Ah ! my dear' Lord, by what Nanfte (haHI call 
^°^c? The ^oft-hdnotirable Nameor Tii.le in Ufe* 
Jfnongft.-us finful 'Morfciils, 'i^tbo' \6vty and no^- 
^^ay$.fit to- exhibit Th«e, who art abpvi Defcrip-* 
jiouj .beyond- Conception.; ' My longing ^t^o•ul is' 
'^'^ in Wonder; and knov*^ *net what tbfay.' An- 
'^^U wonder too^ and fearch and fcrutinize^in vain, 
^^^! fathoiftkfi Deptlj Of JDeky ! Oh ? the Won- 
L dcrj 
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dera of itdeeinipg Love! " Come, thou dcacSpi- , 
*' ritof Revel^ion r and of Wifdop, naa]ce me to j 
«^' underftaod the greaty the deep, the ailoniflung 
y Tbjng;s of God- VFor is It iiot jbf Of]|ce the 

<^ ignorant t^iiifptre with iCx^df^dg^^^^ 
<* iukI Wil^ofn. all /divinf I Ani arc thpuj not he 
'<' that ^inid^ft up,a^dcp^r^ brpkeii Ifes^s, b; 
-*^ applj'iog.tbeSamur^sbalmy.Bl ? Co^e t^n, 
♦* thojj, UxStx^S^joi ,^he foo^,i thou^Qoniforter 
<' of the f^ooiifprd^f^, rt)iou„ftreng^G|Aer pf die 
<< we^k^.and.fpf^e^^jdUtby i^to^mj^Heait, 

'<' and ni^ i9y^>S$ttl ^^tiau^jiv ofiM^cious of thy 
^' faqoed Pi^cinQ^ ^1^9 %4li uie p»y andi praife, 
rgoice.and ojb/sy, s^djii^ aad^or^ aod^^ftfThee 

io iBvery T^i^g* Ql>AapByX*f?' ObhiappyP^O' 
(de thai ^reia itfch a^St^tel.y^Qd, Qmf poo, is 
not this t)by,W:ill.|cp^cofBi« i^fl,\^tet^;tho'l 
am the Chief of Sinners, :^nd die unw(Kt(ueft or 

peraVund^V^]^^rcj,'<3race, aad t^nre^^^^^b anf 
uifiniteiy free, $ind b^fiovi^ed oii all th^ foelf: tbe^ ' 
wifh their whqle He^ft^ . 

And alio tellipe, O my Gqd, for tbogi knowd^ 
is not my Heart ti^^^/^ftrflowipg Tii^? U. there 
ought in Heaven above, pr on this £a|tb .below, 
that I afFe^ more than tb^^ ti^f ;iiy Ifeart- 
fj^rcbing GrOD, thou; knoweift, cM idl TbiOg^y 
9bfirad^,frpm Thee, could yield my Soul .no PU^" 
fure, no Delight at all. For if thpu hideft thy 
fweet Face from me, my Soul is in Pain, nor can 
all thy Creatures comfort me, did I po0e(s diem 
a\lf 'till Thou, aiy God, returneft, aod makeil 
thy Face to £hine afrefli on me. Thejn, l#0]ii>) 
does my Soulrejpice in Tribulation, a»d Rpfte.caa 
nuke her fad, wbileft Thou art tiiere. 

TeU me, therefore, my GqP, do { i|Ot loveTbec 
for thy own Sake? Yea, my God, MJnot iQve 

Thee 
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The^ iihne'^. Hiye 1 any o(hfer Sharei; of my H^^rt I 
It is true, 'thtii hift cbi;hftianded me to love mv 
NcigKbour'^us rtfyfelf j but then, my LoRi>, «m t 
not to ioVe htm ia Thee and forTh^e? Yea, 
ought noj the tove of th/e Creature to be founde4 




Thod' Be ^i/oie' ObJ^a pf my ,Lo ye ?, N d^: {s j:!: j re 
^ny Q<hferWoi:t1ij/' of itV 'No, ^pw Lord,. Tbuu 
fl/i?;i^ arc Vdhhy. Arid oh! that I could worthily 



!V6rthy. Arid oh! that I could worthily 
love Thee, who art fo wbrthy of being loved ! I 
long, thy God, to love Thee with all my H^art^ 
and AHyid^ arid Soul, and Strength., M)^ Pxomifei 
keepirtg Gcii), haft Thou' 'not fai^, it fliall be fe?. 
Thou haft. ; But fjpeaks my Lord, to mp ! -^\^i\at, 
fo fo vile a 'Wretch as w^^ yvho Jeferve, even i^wV 
to be lifting up mine Eyes in endlefs Tormeitts I 
Yes, my SouK \o thee the Sayiouj^ fpeaks. O 
hearken to" his Voice, and dare to believe his Word, 
and thou (halt prove his Faithfulnefs. 

Rememb^rett n6t thou, my Soul, ,how oft the. 
precious Word has l>een appiytdj by the eteroal 
Spirit to thy Comfort ? And didff thQu.notyJ^, hiar^ 
fapy wdfiel'tht precious kedcecber^ in thofe preci- 
ous Promifes that the Spirit then abplycd ? When 
thou wkft in great Diftrefs, ^nd rehige failed thce^ 
God did not refufe theen but camf leaping over 
the Hills of Difficulty, and (kipping over the Moun- 
tains of Oppofitiori,. and fpakc fo^Jy fiid kindly to 
thee. Thou heardft his Voice ani it amazed thee. 
Thou cryedft out, it is the Lord ! Thy He^Mt 
melted, thy Spirit fainted, thy Eyes poured forth- 
f lopds of joyous Tears ; Sin zxia Satan vanilhed, 
and l^ft thee with thy Joys. . Sweet Joys indeed 
thev were, fuch as made me loath all earthly, fen- 
lual, earnal Joyv^. But Ah f they always went too 
L 2 foon. 
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foon. Sometimes they tarricrd but an Hour, (bin«- 
timesTwoj fometimes half apay, fomctimes a 
Day or two,' fbmetimes. longer ftill. Sweet Sca- 
fons! PleafantDays! The Sun iHin'd, the Birds 
fung, the Sky was clear. Glad (bould I haye bf en 
if Summer hid" iaftcd all the Year, I dreaded 
Winter, but Wintef always carjie ; and with it 
aanle thick Mifts, black Qouds, .'cold Wind?, hard 
Frofts ; Vnwefcome Guctls indeed. 1 But ftill they 
came. Curft Intruders, tWy tamf, and ateiipall 
•ly Joys, and left me barren, naked, and bare. 
Atid foitictimci the Prince of Darknefs grew fo bold 
as to telt me, Summer would jiever return, ' De- 
vice of Hell, the Doftrine of the Father of Lies? 
Got), aYengie trie of this nf»ine ^'drerrary^ and. 
drive him down to Hell. , * . .... 

Come fay, mV wicked^* my deceltruK* my unbe- 
lieving Heai^r, how durft thou hearken to the Voice 
0f Hell, mhen thou haft fb often been warned 
igajnft it from Heaven ? What good Thing haft 
thou ever gotten by giving Credit to the Father of 
Lies? Oh !. b^.^niamed, my Soul, por henceforth 
truft, neither tatan^ nor thy own^ Heart, but be- 
lieve, and truft the^t6Rp,^ thy Gop^ when thotf 
d 6ft but dfmly'fee, or* coWly'fcd His Love'; For 
Faith *s the \\^ay' to Life eternal.' And \^t'ChrtJi% 
who cannot chaiige, be the fole Qbjcdt of thy Faith* 
"^ Reft upon him, and thou flialt npver fall ;♦ for^ the 
Mouth of the Lord hath fptpkcn it. i -. 
• Be thankful',' my- Soul,' fofthe leatt Cfumb of 
Comfort, x)t Drop of Coiitor^^tioHi but. if l:by 
bounteous Gx>i) flipuld give the* nriuch Confols^tion, 
fean not on that, which is biit a Gift, IjeU thereby 
tfiou difpleafe the Giver ; and fo Jie take his Gift 
away. His Gifts are Gifts of Love ; Vet the Giver 
only is to be ihp Obj^£l of all thy Faith, thy Hope, 
ahdLovr. Oh !* When flialt Iwhoiry, ?Uid ConftafltW 
' ' . •' • • ' \- ' love 
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loVc the <dear 3Ww» 206 ckarre to him wiib a!! mv 
Heart! GoodUoDl haftcn tbc Ti^ac w C*r t 

Jffui's SzVcl Amn^ 

A Night Prolped of the final En J cf 
all Things. 

T W 1^ Night W2t a ?* ^2.^^ miich to be re- 
membered i?y me forever; for treat ar^d urnder- 
fal were the TbJDZs, :re Lcrtf thui fheweJ roe, 
bv the Revelation of h«s own Spirit in my HeaVt. 
May the Im pre {Hon ihey mace never wear off.^ — 
It is^ faid, he gives his beloved Sleep j but I defirc 
to blefs his Name for jceeping me awake j fof lie 
paid me well for watching. 

H*: ftrftibcWdd me the fibal B«d of all Thinfes^ 
and an- aflfefilng ESght it w*«s. Indeed on the one 
I Haad^'I'faw the incarnate 600^ with his holy 
Angela, arid redeemed Sainti.— ^Aiid on the other 
Hand,' the Devil and his Angels, With the grea'ter 
Part of thehumah Race.^ — Which baufed nie to re- 
fied on the Happ^efs of the one,>nd thjeMifer)?of 
theother, accprdihgto the Relation given us mnbly 
Scripiti^ie-. For the Spirit, whofe^'OfEce'it is^ ta 
maktj Itno^ the great, and important Things, of 
Goo,- arlways'dbes it by the Word;, afld according 
to rhe-Word; therefore db tfte Children of Grot) 
efteeiii the written Word very highly. 

Having had a Sight of Heaven and Hell, with 
the different Inhabitants cjf each Place, and of the 
Happinefs of the one, and theMifery of the other, 
1 v/AH fecondly fhcwed the Road leadirtg to ejich . 
Flace^ and the Pcrfons walking therein j which did 
fo affect my Heart, that I knew not how to bear it. 
Vvhat4 thought I, and are there To fvw that will 
^,0 wiihdear J.'JzfS to his Kingdom, li, tc. all He hns 
L^ 3 done 



^orie iSxA fiififered for thctaj. after le greit M 
nations of that ardeni Love, that he has to \i 
ranibmM Creatures, which, neither Men, r- 
l)evils» nor the Wrath of God could quench 
Lovey fufficient of itf^f to attrad a Stone \ i/c^ 
tOttCh more when COtifidered together wkb all ^>c 
ether Perfedidns of his Nature, which render Hi-^ 
lb illuftriouB, fe amiable ! 

After having viewed biB) in thefe diffJ^rcntLklvt? 
9rhat» layt mj mehing Heart, has the.altogethc 
iovely J*f^^ n^ more Adhcrefifs than the 
tern \ and they cold and languid in their Lc^t 
and marching but fiowlv on^ though they h:. 
fuck a Leader, and to fo glorious a Home \ Strcr 
and covincing Proof of the Fall indeed ! 

Having taken a View of thofe that were goinj 
the celeftial Regions, the Fcwnefs whereof great 
' aflTrfted roes I then turned and took a Vifirc 
thofe, that were going to the in&rnal Lake j ui 
heboid ! Tbev were very many, and travelled iai 
every one in nis own ^ath, . but they all tcra 
nated in one and the fame Place, namely, theb^ 
tom1e& Pit. The $pght broke my Heart. I vvr 
fore to fl^nk, that the curfcd Prince ^of Darkfi? 
who^ncver died for one Soul, nor had any Chinr 
to win them, fhouldbave fp many to follow hir 
Strange indeed, but true ! I thought on the War- 

* of my Mcfled Mfifter, Wtdi is the Gate^ 'ondh'^ 

* is the tVoy^ that leads to D^ftru^iony end manyihtri<r 
that g(h in thereat: Butjlrai^ht is the Gate axd mnr, 
is the fVay that leadeihjLo Life^ xindjew there bt 'd^ 
findit. • , 

Having viewed Heaven and Hell, and the ^^ ' 
to each^ and the Perfons walking therein, Iil-t 
began toexamine.n)v own SpuJ, .that l.might knc I 
which Clafs I belong'd to, and, blcffcd be. Go: I 
X found a few «f the Charaiterefticks of Gc: 

ciiiiuu 



Cfiildi-en tK^reon ; W tfifcy we're To iTitn, that I 
could hardly diftov^e* them* B^ut as J faw the Way 
ofFaitbwas th4 Way toGloiy, 6nd Unbclierthe 
Way to Hell, I'^pied toGoD for an Incrcafe of 
Faiths and the^fuU jRiliewal of my S«ul, that I 
might dwell' With God, andihi* dear People^ ia 
Glory cvcriafting. And then ifaid mc ^dwa tm^^ 
fleep J it being about two o'Clockf* ^ 

> • '• ' . ■ ' . ■ - . . • 

A Mornirlg Meditation, or the Souk 
Charge to improve iheprcfoatDay. 

How many Sodh this Night have made their 
final Exit 1 The Righteous are gone to Jf/usy Hhi 
fweetly fleep in hini. But not iina^tive or ihfenfi- 
We Are thefe inimortal* Spirit*. Now, perhaps^ 
they are ^'bnrfering, as on 'farth,'. why they To 
Arongly loved the Lord Jefuii artdyet mould toyo 
fo little : Bit now thcj^ fee him^'tbcy Iov6f him. " 
more, and, with-it Heaven's Hoft's, adore hit 
precious N^mc. 

But Ah f ihc Wicked, *ead this Night in Sin,, 
where be they ? In yondfcr Place of Torments,, 
lifting tif^ thcif Eyes to Heavens Height of Glory, 
too high for them, to reach; tho^'not to fee^ But 
Ah f the Sight but adds to their Torrfients ; iEnce 
there is no Place for them. Ortcc there was ftoom 
in HeSiven, and oft and loudly were they caird, by 
Hcavcn*8 glorious King, to prepare for that Placfe j 
by putting off their Sins, and putting on- the Wed* 
ding Robe, the Righteoufnefs which isof GoD'by 
Faith. Alas ! Their Eyes they dos*d and would 
not fee ; their Ears they ftopt and would hot heir j 
their Hearts they hardened and would not und'er- 
fiand. Oh 1. the Craft of Satan. And the Stupidity 

off 



of Men ! Tbey lov'd their Sinsf andafter Aem 
would go. And noytr Miey bAiie them ^ llfeir end • 
kfs Sorro'iV. They now regret the Lo&, erf Hea- 
ven, andG^tn of Hell. Such i$ th^ dms^ful Wages 
of ..their Sms ! See how thciy roil in; ypoder liquid 
. Flames, and Gqq's abftraSod Ju(lice always 
fans the Fire! For there his ireful Juftice reigns 
alone. And Devils, who felt his Stroke fiif, 
once Mens Tcnaptcrs, are now their Tormenters 
and Accufers. O dreadful State ! who can defcribe 

•it? . . • 

Seeing thefe Things are fo, that (boae thji-Night 
have ehtrcd Heavc'n, and others entreil- ffeliVthe 
former waiting for their full Felicity, the other for 
an heavier Doom; and thou, my,S6til, through 
tKe rich Mercies of God,' ^d J-ffr^^ powerful^ 
ever-pleading Blood, art ftill. preferved, and fa^ 

* vouredw^th anotjier Day, which, PeradvenjCurej 
^'/miay be tjiy la^ ? O my ^ouljj ijMrove it ^ell, bj| 

■ moiirhipg, for . oviny DajfS^. Weeks, Months, 
Years ! all mi^nt» Fly wirfi weeping to JefySi 
and'tetl himi what thou' halt done;, not only mif- 
pefic or, murd^.ed nauch pj^ectous Tin^e, but it' 

• ilroyed ihyfetf alfo. And riot;thyfelf aloRP i if that 
' were alt, it wej-e better for thee : But ipany of tb)^ 
' i^TeigKbours, Friepds, Relations, thou hafthelpedJ 
' (iiplefs infinite M^rcy prevent it,) forw^d to Hell 
" Thy Sins are of a enmfon dye, and cry. aloud foi 

Vengeance on thy guilty Head^ And yeMhou an 
fpared, yet thoii tcdl another Day, StiU the Dooi 
of Mercy, is opcii, StiU the Saviour c^lsw. Hark ! 
Hark;! He bids thee come f^r Pardon, Pei^c, 
•Graqe,. Glory. He bids th^e'ieonie'i\andnotfoi 
thcfe'Tbings alone* but for Hipi&lf. He bids thee 
come.' Strange £ove and powefiMl! who car 
withffiand it,orgainfiiy ? BrcaV^ j^r^ak,,6 B: ::.l 
hard Hearl^of Stoiiel and'yieId,'ahdYiiik, aii'd t '' 
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y^jis' Jiving. Uredtng'Fcct; and ^lend dn$ Diy 
in Tecffet^ faithful, ferrait^ faooible, conllz^t 
PraTer ; fo (hall h bear a good Report to HtiUiu 

; ' The Soors Solfloqay. 

Mf God, haft dun not all Po^«r m Heaim 
and Earrft? Are not Devils Mfca toThcc ? Can 
tkyapprbach ray Soul without thjr Permiffioni 
or tempt the thus. Day and Night, without thy 
Leave? No, they. cannot. And fay, my God, 
(for mine thou art) tho' I am tempted, affli^ed^ 
didrdled dn-cvery Side, canft Thou not cum hack: 
the Deftroyer from my Sottl, or give me Strength 
rohcarhisIAffaults? Thou canft, I know Thou 
canft, and in Thee I hope,^ tho* my Soul is over- 
whelmed within me. Yet out of the Deeps will ! 
^ unto Thec^ who heretofore haft helped me^ 
aodmyf^ble Cry i^l come up unto Thee; 
^7 Haiid ihall. deliver me, and ^my Tongue fI;UI 
^ aloud of thy Mercys' Power, and Kighteout- 
'^K Thp Humble, fhall hear thereof and U 

SW, i . ,. .. , . • .' . .. ^ '• - 

^3nj not only amongft Devils, whoflrlve to de- 
vour me, hut I Sun deeply immencd in all Manner 
ofUngpdlineCj.;^ infomuch, that I cannot conceive 
^ny ooe Xetiiper iri iheiDevij; which I find Mt in 
^^t 3^fide9^ tbtfc evil Tet»pcr$ have broke out 
'" my Lifc'^iid .Conv^rfation, to the Difli<Miour of 
UoD, 4;^i^.H|irtofmy Ncighhourt,* and the De- 
llT^ciion of my own Body and Soul. And what 
jnall I do^ to be delivered from them ? Fdr into 
Hcavco I cannot go, with all tbcfc Evils about my 
^ul. ,Or if IcQuld^et Admittane^tbere, Ifhould 
>)e IS tniferabte th^rc aa I am here, and more fo ^ 

fer 
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for thePerfeabas of.GcprwqjiW tmnift&jgtjM^ 
ptrkaionstol jtfiat r.%uja^be laore t^jsm^ted; 
in Heaven> than tf I. wei^e. ^ir Earth, . or tbwfe 
cfown into tte Depths of HcU. For tht farther 
from God, while unlike Him, the h2q)plcr fliould 
I be ; if Happincfs couW be iqitpd one in that is al- 
» ways torn with Sin. A 'Change of Place, without 
a Change of State, will not avail. Ah me I what 
thall^ I^hatGanl^Q i thailiOt iBMiitvnyicsatmg 
thefe EviU fie^Jy (Jalitedia toy, inm^ft Soul, andr 
planting, there, Che canttaty Tetopcrs and Difpofw 
twns ? Ah vaitt Attepapt ! That I tried long> but 
alas I to little or no Purpose : For the more I 
Itrovc, the wprfe I grew,' thd n^ore my lEtibmnl- 
tipliod : And ftiJl' ndy foul Cox^ptEonsrrff^ Ah ! 
who can relicvemy greatly opprefiid, aftiaedSoul? 
NorMf^n,. nor Angels^ not ought m Hjaknffor 
Earth befideir Jefies. 0,thatl couMIfiad Hrni, and 
»is Salvation I Sofljetimeif my S«ul is' indulged 
withaSTigbtof Him, and i gladly cnibtace Him, 
g a long, abfent, owich iacpeacd Fritodl 1 bid 
Ifini ten thdui^ Welcomesvaitd.laft hU-feer, 
and weep. foSr. Joy. Blelfcd Rfeftetwfal .^fxfoi ftx^ 
9^cr Injtefftoucft;! Sisi fubfide,aS«>/a»aes^i-ii6r Fear 
I thePowersofDeath orHcll,while the dearPriflCfeJ<rf 
Peace fmileS. But Oh ! f6on, foan i9tpm again ; 
and thtfn my Heart feek gceaCer fiain f^r iWriaft 
Meeting, as cold Chills moft,juft after hert* 
i Ah h.whatcan it be thit makesthtt Separation 
betwixt my Lord and me ? Look navrowly, my 
Soul, make, idttigent Search /and find the Matter 
o«t* Perhaps thou keepeft feme darling SiA, (rm 
which thOu art loath to part ; or elfe gireft Way 
^ UnbeHef r fajr, which is it, my Heart fea^ching 
Mwo f Make thou the Dcoifion, for thou knoW- 
fft- Siy, havcvl any Referve ? HiMl not dcvo- 
ted all to Thee,: wkh » intenfe dcfire of receiving 

back, 
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back, all (he Gra*c6 thou baft to give me ? And 
have I not, Ren all my .Sins fwallowed up in Thee ? 
Havel noty tailed thee mine, by the Holy Ghoft, 
wMch 4ou *5;aveft u=n^o nie? A!nd faid I nptj 1 
would nevei* go Wck from IfTiee?' But Ah ! {6o!i 
IVe Jet ¥hee"go,' ; by giving Way to Unbel ief. 
My6oDJ d^ftrdy this cruel and conflarit Adverfa- 
7, and IrwiU.praife Thee with all my Heart. 

Self CDnddleiicg. 

AhJ 4|rr^|^Manr4i«ii i; fit JnrOeTol^ioiH 
Grief J and Woe y Q^patA .H Mind, Body, and 
Mate ! Who cao relieve me, or aiTwage my 
Grief f C^ih^n or j^B«is;.JfeKdfjt^e?rt/^h .90 ! 
te's , j.n9f^^ ; iieloiiv ^ . m^gl^^Y^ /the j^ltpj^tt 
God cap,fe?t^rPfn ^tflqj^.qne; i^ ^yecvirhejm^ 

Gr^fs 4flo,.fe^l,tPb^e^r:^fl: by M,ea or Angels. 
^ W^yes roll 9^er x^e^ fwell, ^nd beaye my troub^- 
l£dfinef»ft y nor^ani vej9t fhem, ib^. as not again 
to (ire. Sji^eet, bi^t fhc^rt is my :Refpite, fromthejfe 
'^ylH^ Wf>f5« Npt: imaginary isji^y Troublp^ 
no^ 'ti^cividpi^tii^ jl^t ii?i^.nptf9great as the Ac- 
<^ui&(} pcocpiiiig Paufe. d^fei^ves. No, think npj^ 
that J i^ep4:to» impeach, a j^ightepjus and a loving 
Gqp, by t^lUng the^ my Griefs, as if , he affli£led.; 
cauflefly, or merely' with, a View to punifli ordc- 
fooy an h^efs Wofim J No, that cannot be the 
^eugn^f bouddlp^ I#ave.ci 1 f^ rattier intends my 
^Ivatipft^byiJl tl^fe Wayes.pf Woesj or ftrppg 
Chaftifein^ts c?H Aem, piiniftred ;to purge ja^j, 
iins. Then .b^r >tn^n .patently, O my SqmJ, 
nor fltiieh> ndr .wander from the Hand of Gob i left 
h^vief.ie.'iiiU upoajtbeiC. . R^beljious Spns, whq 
" ' flee 
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/lee from their Father, forfesir ofthitcorredinc 
Hand, find' it much fevcrer when thpy . rieturn. 
Whereas^ Peradyenture, had they ftaycd wiA their 
oiFehded r atlier, acjchqwledging their Faujts with 
humble T^ars, .- craving , Pardon on their bended 
Knees, and promiringfutureOhedience^ they migbt 
thereby have procured jRecpn^iliiatlon^ at>leaft 
a Mitigation of their Pumlhmeht. ' TifieVefore, 
my Soul,' my firiful 'Soul j in'^huinble Proftratron 
fall at thy ofrended Father's Feet, and his tender 
Heart fliall move Him to rpar.e-^hei^ 

'Xbc vwjndWng S<»4i ,inyiting jelU her 
Friends. 

■O Thou incxhaiifKblfe Fotiiitain^oP-evcrJaAng 
C^flAfelatiori ! Thoti . won^ of Angels and Re- 
Jeenier of >Mei f T^hcitt^'Ible -Tto^rielof of alf 
Things ! HoW b it^ that Thoii,' (whom the Heaven 
of Heavens canAot contain^^ fllould Ibhahible thy- 
fejf, as to come to me, who am thevileft and 
,onworthieft of all the hnman Race ! Wonder, O 
Heavens, and be aftoniihedj O Elr^h^ at the 
Goodnefs o& my God to nie, whor anr arifl^jp of 
Sin and Iniquity ; who have h#fcing i« mt, 6r a- 1 
bolit me, aitrafling or engaging, Eii^ag^- cilid I i 
fey? Nay, I have nothmg abciut ixwi^lSit what i 
deferves the Damnation of HelJ^ yfca'»a? thoufand 
Hells, if there were fo man3^.' But^noewkhftand 
ing my Sin demerits Hell, and my Iirtn^rf^ionj 
ai^many, yet I am ftlll beloVed g(G6w) Sttangi 
Ldve is thirte ! Love that* cannot beekpi^ft ! 4l ii 
lioundlefs; fklhemlefs; IncontjpreH^'nftble, bi^d ye 
beftowcdort wretched, worthl^fd n46. . 1 • 

Ah! my bleeding Iw^ove, and lover 1 ' whaC Oiall 
what can thy feeble,^ ftammeriag^ Creature fay i 

Fai 
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in I woMy but cannot praife Thee, as I ought; 
• Thou art far above ray Praife. Ah \ fufFcr me 
weep, and love 5 for' that's the bcft Return for 
we. HeJp<me Angels, help me Men, andevc- 
Crcaturfc, help a Worm to praife his Goo. Oh! 
Wnt beneath the Weight of Love. My Cup 
ns over. Oh! Thou full Fountain, hovrpro- 
fe, how kind Thou art ! Thou art kind evciito 
f Enemies, oir elte Tho*r hadft ne'er been kind to 
^ Oh ! let none hlafpheme thy Qoodncfs ; for 
all 'tis free ; free as Wind that blo^rs, or Rain 
u falls fxroin yonder Skies ; or why beflowed on 

Ah! what's the Caufc, that Men arelb prone 
limit the unlimitaUe Power of God ? Is nbc 
« the Caafe ? .Wc feel fo little of that ardent; 
>ve, thatwe{^, that prayed, that bled on yoa* 
Tree. For who, that feels, can but cjefirc, 
tall might feel <hat fwcet conftraining Love of 
jfli which none can buy, but all may beg, and 
a Gift . receive ? Come then, my Friends, and 
jiiTon, come ! come to the Feaft oijefui Love! 
A> hark> he bids you come ! Cohtinually with 
»i Arms he ftands, iaviting, alluring, befeech- 
i Sinners to come in. And every Word- he 
•aks has Charms, is pow^erful to attraft cold 
^rts.of, Stone". But Ah ! fo deeply fallen is 
in, that he bears not his Voice, nor knows the 
cious Lord, tho' by Him itiade ; tho' 'tisiu 
11 he lives, and moves, and breathes. . 
What ih^lj fay ! 0* tf>atmy Head were Waters^ 
UiineMyesa FaunfainofTears, that I. might weep 
^yand Night for the Skin of the Lord, /^r they he. 
n-j. See how they lie in every Laiiie and Street! 
ye, that know the Lord, ye know the Worth 
Sods. Lift UF yowr Hands, lift tip your Hearts 
10 the Lord Jehovah- Cry, cry, and > ^ 
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will furHy.fcnd the Holy Ghpft, ibe Pitrcliafeof 
his bleeding Love, and then the .Slain (hall rife and 
live to our Jehovah's Praife. Bleft Period, long 
wifli'd for Day, when alllhall know, and love, and 
jjraife the Lord ! Thifiks and Honour bctaGoDJ 
We fee the Dawning of this Day' already/ Let us 
then wait, and 'watch, and pray, and foon the 
kingdom of our LoRcT'fhall come, and his greatj 
Will be done on Earth, . as- it is in (Jeayen. ' 

Tbe Soul i«inting<for the Loyc of 3%>.| 

Patient Jejus! lovipg, nacrcifur^^^'^Wheu 
(hall I fee thee as thou art, and baye a dear Percep- 
tion of whajt t^QU h?ift done for me, that I ni^ 
love thee wjth all the Powers and Faculties of d 
SouL and worfliip at thy dear Fect^ without We^ 
rinds, smd (hew forth thy unuttei;?I>lc Prarfc witl 
put ceafing I' Even now in this Dungeon of til 
World, andFlefli» in which my Spirit dwells, by Hi 
Light I fee there is none worthy of my Loye o 
Praifc, but thee, my Maker, Preferver, and Re- 
deemer; iBrother, Father, Advocate, and Fricnil 
BUtah ! my Soul is fo fettered, fo loaded, and witi 
many Woes oppreffed, that I cannot rife and fly t( 
Thee* my only Succour and I>elight. Its trui 
Thou oft comeft down to me, and kindly fpeakeB 
Son, heofgOpdChearj for Thpu art ipine, am 
I am thine. See'herc, thy Name ftands dcepl; 
written in bloody Letters, on my Heart, anc} Handj 
»nd Feet; nor Earth nor Hell, nor Sin nor Dead 
foall ever efFacc the Charaaers. An ^«ait affec 
ting Speech is this indeed. It makes me pwfe, am 
weep, and pray, not for myfelf alone, but for m; 
Friends I pray, for my Relation's; for the King 
^ dom, andChurch oiCbriJi j .for Powers, , Dignil^J 

an 
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for the World I pray. And can I pray in vain, J 
le my high Prieft, who fits on yondcf tlironc^ 
^efts^rcceivcf^ and thenprcfenis them untoGoirf 
: He is well pleafed, through Him, with his 
pies Prayers ai^d Groans^ rficir Sighs and Tears. 
tone of them fiiall be forgotten, norihall one 
mrewardcd, 

^h! who can btit love Theb, who art fogood^ 
mcrcifuly fa kind ? See, Lord, my melting, 
ting, gafping Heart. Not for' Earth or Thing* 
Earth, or ought below the Sun I paint. No, 
fe cannot alky my Thirft. 'Tisforthy Love 
int; for nought.the Debt of Love can pay^ but 
ve. And none fo much in Debt to Love as L 
for that Love to Chri/f^ which his own People 
I ! Ofor that Love to Chriji which Angeh feel ! 
don my Ambition, my avaricious Thirft for 
^e: For had I Love to CbriJ^ equal to a)) that 
Its and Angels feel, it would not leffen tlicirs. ' 
d the illufiripus Gbje<ft is worthy of k all* 
^ much i owe to Love^ and much I ought ta 
ire. 

for weeping Mary's Place ! for weeping 
^fs Hemt ! for had I }Atn an<l AngersTongues 
talk of Jefui* Love^ what would that avail me, 
^ felt i^ not within my Heart ; for this is the 
ly Seat of Love. Sonietimes 1 feel the holy 
e kindjing within my Breaft, and wifli it would 
vays burn. But ah 1 how foon it dies ; and 
mid forever die, did not my Jefus again defcend, 
d bya Look, orWord,-orTouch revive the dying 
ame. For there is nought in me, by Nature, 
it what tends to quench' this holy Fir.^ ^ ^ Love. 
'ide^ Anger, Luft^ Self-Will^ and manyWch like 
irtful Things, have long ufurped the Seat of 
Qve. Still I feel them ; ftill they rife j they fight, 
ty flrive. My God ! how long ? how long. 
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cVc thou wilt take thy mighty Power, and rcig 
fole Monarch in and o'er my Soul, and fillm 
Ui^pLft with Love ? 



The Body pf Sin. 

Deep Things, O Loiu>, and hidden Secret 
docs thy Spirit, rn the Wordj unfold. There 1 
fee the Depths of Sin, my total Apoftacy fron 
God. O the deep Aby fs of Sin ! who can defcribt 
it ! T, inyfelf am Sin > its Heighth, its Depth, iti 
Length, its Breadth, who, who but God car 
tell ? "O The high fwellirig FlowJ t how it fpread; 
and rifcs in my Breaft ! long it has been a Liber* 
tin6 and taken its full Range and Scope, difto- 
noured;GoD, and ruined all my Frame," sind m 
remains impatient of Reftraint. Ah me! "^^"^ 
,fhall I do ? or whither flee from this v^y cod^J^ 
Foe, my inbred Enemy, this L^/, this Prldi^ ^^^} 
Enmity, this Unbelief, this Fear^ this Sbame,^ tbiJ 
Hardmfs, this BUhdnefs, and S^elf-ivill^ In vam| 
rove fiom Place to Place, in Queft of Eafe* '^'^ 
not in Change of Place,' but change of Stztc^^^ 
Happinefs is* found. How fuperticial, howinej' 
fedual, is all bcfides the full Converfion of ^^ 
Soul to God! 



Iriconftancy, 

Ndw, God's whole Record, I do, in Heart, ''M 
Ifeve, aild fee my Intereft in it ; Anon, I am l^^*) 
lowed up in Unbelief, and think its all Impo^"^*^' , 

Now, lam big with Hopes of fu tureGlory? *" 
long to be diflbh'ed : Anon, I am plui^ed in ^^P 
DIfpair, and tremble at the Thoughts ofDeath. 



•: C 137' ) 

Now, I glow with Love to God and all that is 
good, and in my wide^ extended Arnns of LoVc, 
grafp all the World : Anon, black Enmity my Bo- 
fom fwells, and what I loved I hate. 

Now', I am borne up- to Heaven, and tafte -its- 
Sweets, and {hare in its Glory : Anon, deep funic 
in Heirs darkGloom, I all its Horrors feel. 

Now, I like to fee my Friends, and wifh they 
would come to me, or court their Stay, if prc- 
fent: Anon, I dread their Vifits^ or wifli them 
gone. 

Now, my Heart is enlarged to pray for all Kind- 
reds of the Earth, I wi(h them well : Anon, my 
Heart is contra£led, and I pray for none. 

Now, I feem a Chriflian, anJ wonder at the 
Grace that made me fuch : Anon, I feem a Dx- 
mon, and Legion fills my Breaft. • . 

Now, I am in Light, and all around I fee, 
the Wonders of Jehovah : Anon, I am fhut up' 
in pitchy Darknefs, and can difcover nothing that is 
glorious. 

Now, 1 ftrctch out my Wings of Contempla- 
tion, and fly from Creation to Providence, and 
^rom Providence to Redemption : Anon, I am fet- 
tered' to the Ground, and lie like the pinioned 
Eagle. ,. 

Now, I am clofe fecluded from a noi fy VVofId j 
niy Soul afcends tojefusy aftonifced. at his majef- 
tic Glory : Anon, fee's grovling here below, im- 
merfed in earthly .Things. 

Now, I feel a Peace -that cann6t be exprefled, 
and all my Soul is calm : Anon,' I am all a ruffled 
i^ea,' and nothing feci but Hell. 

Now, my Soul is like melting Wax before the 
-ummer's Sun, fufceptible of Joy, or Grie^ of 'all 
^ i:.i.-ar or lead: Anon, its like an adamantine 

Stone,, 
M J ' 
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Stonc» not moved by Sinats Threats," or Cotva^} 
Groans* 
. Now, I fed a Spark of Gratitude, and 1 pra'/ 
my God for his great Goodriefs mulMpVted toward 
me : Anon, I quite forget all his Favours, and, 
yMab like, am in a Pit. 

Now, I read God's facred Book, and fcarchou 
wondrous Things ; my Soul is inrapturcd wiiii 
fweet Joys, or finks in humble Tears : Anim, ! 
flight this blefled Book, or if perchance 1 read, 
'tis all a Riddle to my Soul, and affeSs me not. 

Now;, my own If^/riomy ff^Uy Rightisujntji 
Self-love^ and Sins I all refign : Anon, rcfume thetr 
all again. 

Oh ! were the Joy and Grief, the Love a« 
Hatred, the Fears and Hopes^ the Ups and Dowiu 
which I alternately feel, fully difcovcrcd to tk 
World, what a Monfter (hould I appear !-0^ 
when (hall my Changes atl be over,, and IW 
landed oh yonder peaceful Shore, where W'7« 
never blow, nor B^Iows fwell, nor DaanoDSool 
affright my Soul ? 

Meditations on Rom. vin. u 

There is therefon no Condenrnation to them thai ^J J 
Chrift Jefus., who walk not after the Flefi^M ^r 
the Spirit— hilt who are in ChrijS jefus ? TbeJ 
that believe. What is the Caufe of Condemnatiocj 
Sin. Who condemns the Sinner I The L^^ i 
(}oD, the Juftice of God, his own CooS6eD4 
and the Devil.— What is meant by theFleflj, n 
bv the Spirit ? By the Flefti is meant,, that Prin^U 
^ pif of Sin, wtiich has f^read itfclf through all ^^ 
Facult-es of the Soul, and Members of rhc Boc r^ 
and which always diipofes us to aii contrary to ^'^ 



WillofGaiH as appears Rom. vii. 2J. andGirf. r* 
17. Thofc who are governed by this vile PrincU 
ple<, are faidto live after the FJefli. 

By the Spirit is meant, that Principle of Grace- 
wrought m the- Heart ©f a true Believer, by the 
Power of the. Holy Ghoft, which oppofes the 
Principle of Sin, and difpofes us to do the Will of 
God in all Things, andac al> Times. Now thcfc 
two Principles St. Paul found vn himfelf, as he 
obferves in the preceding Chapter, where he 
Terms one, the Law of the Mind j -which di/jwfed 
hinrf to do the Will of God ;. and the other a Law 
in his Members, which violently oppofed the Law* 
of his Mind} jhtdbrot^ht />im into Captivity y. to tb& 
Law of Sin and Death. This cauiedhi'm to groan,, 
and iay, O wretched Man that lam^ who Jhall deliver 
me from this Body of Sin and Death. When that God, 
who delights to refrfve the Inquiries of thofe who 
feek Hun, dire£ted the Eye of hi& Soul to his dear 
Sonr who is cmphaticatly filled the Deliverer : 
Which caufed him, triumphantly to fey, I thank 
God, /iirtf'Jefus Chrifttfi/r Lord. Then he could 
experimentally fay, being brought out of that legal 
Sute, deicribed in this feventh Chapter, There isy 
ihereforey no Condemnation to them which are in Chrift 
Jefus, who walk not after the Flejh^ hut after the Spirit » 
As much as tho' he had faid, it is true, tbi^ Law 
in my Members oppofea the Law of my 
Mind, (which, aims at perfeflly doing the Will of 
God in all Things) fo that fome Things, which I 
would do fcM" my. God, and rny Neighbour, I am 
hindered in, and ihofe that I am enabled to do, 
they are not done lb perfe£Uy as they ought to be, 
and as I dedre to do them: but what then ? I be- 
lieve in the hoKVtJefiisChriJl^ in, and thro' whom 
both my Perfon arid Performances are accepted of 
Gjod i notwithftanding th'eydonotcoxxie up>to**the 

Standard: 
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Standard of the Law. And as tbefe Evils that I 
feel in me, and which pollute mf moft fpiritual 
Service?, are the Burthen and Grief of my Heart, 
therefore, it i^ evident that I de not confentunto, 
and walk after this corrupt jPriiKriple in my Nature; 
but after the holy, heavenly Principle of Grace, 
which r have received by. Faith in C/^rl/i Jtfm. 
Therefore there is no Condemnation to my ^oul 
which is in Chrift Jffus^ tho' ibe feels in her, the 
Remains of every Sinr 

This appears to me, to be the Meaning of the 
Apoftle's Words, and I think it is ftriflly agteable 
to the Experience of the Cuildren of God, ia all 
Ages ot the World : Who, while weak, and une- 
flablifbed in the Grace of Cbrijiy have groaned an- 
der the Burthen of indwelling Sin. And at Times 
.have appeared to themfelves to. b^ growing worfe, 
and ready t6 giv^ up ^beir Confidence iri God. 
And 0S their C^fidence weakq;)ed, their Diftrefs 
and Doubts, proportionally increafed. , But fure I 
am, that it is the Will of God, that we ihould be- 
lieve at all Times: But morel efpecially when we 
have a deep diftreffing Senfe, of theUniverfalDepra- 
vity of Nature, and feel but little or no*Comfortin 
our Souls. For if thou cafteft away thy Sliicld of 
Cor.fidence, bow wilt thou be able to overgoine thy 
numerous, and powerful Enemies;. or how wilt 
thou recover, what thou fo much defireft, the joy- 
ous Senfe % of God's Favour and Love ?. Is' it not 
by Faith thou muft overciome the one, and receive 
the other? Oh then, be wife and ftrong, andlef 
rot the moft noble Piec? of thy Armour fall, tiro* 
Fain'.-heartednefs, while thou Aandeft in fo greaf 
Need of it : For if thou fuffereft thy Shield to ' 
torn froin Lhee, all the reft of thy Armour cann 
defend thee from the fiery Darts of the Enemy 
but they will moft furely enter thy.SouK Am 

knowcl 
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Icnoweft thou not what painfiil Wounds they inakc^ ' 
Even Aich as have caufed the moft ftout-hcarted 
to tremble. O then my Soul, hold faft thy iCoft- 
fideqce, let it be ever fo finally or eyer fo feverdy 
tried : For thou haft riie Comman4 of Heaven fo 
to do; And) if it is poffible, pcrifli in doing the 
Will of God. ^ 



On Refignation. 

It is eafy to attain to high Flights and Raptures 
in Religioa; but it is hard to acquire profound 
Humility, and intire Refignation to the Will of 
God in allThing^s-and yet without this there 
can be no folid, nor lafting HTappinefs. ' 

In moft Flights, and Raptures, there i§ much of 
Nature mixed with Grace, and when the tranfient 
Blaze is oyer, the Soul is left empty, utieftabliflied, * 
and difTatisfie^ ; but true Humility, by laying the 
Soul low in her own Eyes, prepares her for all 
Events ; and her Language is, in every State, 
" Thy Will be done." And .renouncing her 
own Will, and intirely fubmitting'to the Will of 
God, it is impoffible Ibe ftiould he unhappy ; *iill 
Ihe* again refumcs her own WsU. For let what 
Calamity foever will come, whether temporal, or 
fpiritual, eT^ternal, or internal, if the Soul is en-^ 
abled to go forth to meet it with a, ThyWillbi dofii^ 
it will fo blunt the Edge of the approaching Cala- 
mity, as to render it rather a BalJ^m to heal, than 
a JVeapon to wound. 

This, I have in ferae Meafure learned by Expe- 
rience : For, tho' I am fo circumftanced, as to be 
unavoidably expofed to a Variety of T^iaU, and ' 
Temptations \ and fome of them fuch as perh^ips 
nootbcr Pcrfcjn under Hcavea is exercifed withi 

pever^belefsi 
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lieverthelefs, whenerer I am enabled to give up 
my own Will, and let God do with- me juft as he 
plea(es« thinking, that what isy is befii then do all 
my Fetters and Burthenadrop off; and I am happy 
in Goi>, notwithftanding my.variousTriab* But 
alas ! I often, for want of fuch JLsfigtuaianr recall 
all my. forbier Miferies, anct am m\(ex2kA!t indeti. 
O wretched Man that I am t who JhaU delvoer m 
from this Pervcrfeneft of Will, and Body of Sin and 
Death? Oh ! that the powerful, and. compaffionate 
yeJitSy would lay too his delivering Hand, and 
bfingfrny Soul forth, that I'maypra^fc Him for* 
ever with all my Heart t ^men. 



The Soul's Self^xpaftulation concern- 
ing Unbelief. 

The Spirit of God fhcvi^ th^c the Sinfiilnefs of 
thy Heart and Life, and thou doft not Doubt of 
the Depravity of thy State. The fame Spirit Qitm 
thee the I\>wer of Cbrift^ the Precioufnefs of C6rj/?, 
the Fulnefa of Chriji^ and imprefles the Love of 
the Father, ai\d the Love of the Son on thy Heart, 
and makes thee glad therewith ; and yet in a few 
Hours thou doubted of the Reality of his Bleffihg ; 
but of the Reality- of Sin thou canft not doubt. 
How is it then, that thou doft fo foon doubt the 
Truth of Grace? Thou didft no more doubt of 
Grace, than Sin^ while thpu feeledft it : But now 
thou doubted of Grace, but not of Siii. Good 
God ! how flow to believe am 1 1 what a great, 
but hidden^Evil is Unbelief ! 

When thfe Spirit opens the great Myftery of 

*Godl4ncfs, and impreUes it on thy Heart> ifo that 

thy Evidence is clear fpr Heaven, then rejoice> but 

Wfth Trcmblifig \ for it may be, that Uie Myftery 

• '^ • - ■ of 
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oflhiquity (hall again be laid open to thy View* 
Therefore in the Day of Pi^fperity, fay not in thy 
Heait, I fhall nevef! fee Advcrfity more i nor yet" 
in theDay of Advcrfity, I (hall never fee Pf ofperity 
more, oeeft thou not the Certainty and Expedieii- 

3r of both thcfe ? Canft thou bear either of then^ 
one long together, without fufFering Lofs ? Doci 
not Adv^ty tend to difcourage thee ? Canft thau 
bear it 16ngyithoiit feinting ? Arid does not Prof- 
perity, on tlie Other Hand, tend' to lift thee up, fo 
that thou thiftkeft more highly of thyfelf, than thou 
oughteft to think? ' Solomon fays, God has fet.orie 
;igaintf the other : And /eeft thou not, how they 
worjc together for Good ? Does not one humWe 
and purge thee, ^d the other ftreng^en and 
comfort thee? Be wife then, and fiibmit thyfelf to 
GoD^ and let him work his own Work, after tbi: 
Council pf his own Will, 

When Men are ipadc to f^> their own Viknels, 
they >are ready to run away from Gop, and caii 
hardly ^ brought to think that Goo does lowt^ qr 
ever rtf« love fuch as they afej which proceed^, 
partly froni their Ignorance of the Nature of Goq, 
and partly from a pharafaical Spirit. For as Gop 
is Love, therefore He foves from Hii^felf, ai}d not 
for any Good that he fees, in the Ubjed fitf 
his Lo«re. Wretched fmful Man ! Thou art* 
polluted from .the Crown -of thy Head to the 
Sole of thy Foot, and, notwithftanding this, God 
fo hved thie^ as to give his only begotten Son to die for 
thee, and thro* Him He has preferved thee, and 
given thee Food and Raiment, and a Place to lay 
thy Head; even while thou waft his implacable 
Enemy, greedily doing the Works of the Devil 
continually. And now having of his free I^bve, for' 
|be .Sake of his dear Son, by the eternal Spirit, 
ni^.n thee thy inward and outward Vilenefs, thou 

concludeft« 
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condudeft he does not love thee: But ^by deft 
thou draw fuch a Conclufion ? Is it not the ypry 
rcvcrfe of Truth ? and(k>es it not tend to the Dif- 
honour of God, and thy Difcopfort ? Moft cer- 
tainly It does : For if thoii woiildft believex that 
'God was making mahifeft' thy Sins,, in order to 
take them away, thou wouldft then look upon it 
as a Fruitof his Love to thee,' and biefs Him for it, 
' suid thereby draw Comfort to thyfelf; The Devil 
'well knows this ; therefore he labours Day and 
Might t9 pervert thy Ju^gnieht) and if he can gain 
his Point here, he will do. with, thee.juft.as he | 
"pleafeth. Therefore ftand oh thy Guard j cfpeci- i 
ally w^en thou haft a clear Perception of the ruin- i 
ous State thy Soul is in, then hold faft thy Confi- 
dence : ' For God is only giving thee to fee^ and : 
feel ihy Corruptions, that thou mayft feek to him 
and be fa\^d. .Therefore .the more thou fceft of : 
thy own Vilencfs, th^ more do thou wonder at ; 
'Gop*s Goodnefs and Love to thee ; not only when i 
thou art on the Mount, and feeft thy Lord's 
tranfcendant Glory j . but when thou art ft riving, 
conflifllng, agonizing with Him. in the Garden, 
' and on the Tree ; for thou muft have Fellowfliip 
with him in his SuiFerings, as well as in his Con- i 
folations.— Therefore do not ralhly conclude, when i 
the Cup is put into thy Hand,, or the Crofs laid on 
thy Shoulders, that God has forfakeii thee, or 
that thou nevet waft his ; for that is the. XVay to 
add Bonds to thy Affliftioh : Nay, biit rather fay, 
'this is the Hour of Temptation, and the Powers of 
Darknefs are come but againft me ; Yet will I go 1 
to y^fus^ who has all Power in Heaven and in i 
Earth, to wb^m all Things are fubjeil;, and He i 
Ihali deliver me, as heretofore he has done. This 
is the Ufe we ought to make of our paft Experience, 
td call it to Remembrance in 'Adverfity, to 

ftrcngthcn 
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ftrengtben our Hands in God» who is the fame, 
Yefterday, To-day, and forever. He loves thee 
as well, when thoju haft little or no Comfort in thy 
Soul, but art confliding with inward and outward 
Enemies, as when thy Cup runs over with the 
hong Confolations of God ;-^-^ — 

Brotherly Xindnefs^ 

IfCbrj/l were pcrfonally here .t>n*Earth, wouldft 
thou not be glad to give Him Fobd^ if hungry; 
Raiment, if naked ; or if deftltute,* to take Him in : 
Or if lick, to vifit Him; or in Pfifonj-'io go unto 
Him? Thendo to his Pieople, as thouwouldft do 
to hirajfilf, ^nd he will reward it accofrdmglyi If 
thou dldft truly love yefus^ thou wbtiWft gladly 
embrace every x!)pporltinity is^f doing his 'M«mbefs 
good.— If the Devil, fttid rhine own Heart, oppofe 
thy gooH Intentions, dd not give Way, do not 
reibn wlfhFlelh iand Blood, but doit in fpite of the 
Devil and tHy own -Heart j and thou fhalt hear 
Jefus fey unto 'thee, Pf^ell dofie gtmd and faithful Sir*- 
vant : But if thou refufeft to obey, thy God will 
frowrr ujponthee, and thyCorifcitnce will accufc 
thee, and the Divil win enforce the Accufationl 
ff thou adeft accordingTo the WiH of God, thou 
liaft the/Plaudit of Heaven ; but* rf 'Repugnant to 
the Will of Got); thou haft the Plaudit of Hells 
For Heaven or Hell, rejoices rn 'aJJ thou doft. 

Remember this, my Soul, ^nd be wife. But 
bow, that in .order righ'tly to obevj thou Wuft 
truly believe ; for without the Power of Faith, the 
Voke of Obedience will b^e arf itrtoierable fiuWen : 
But rtthpii doft truly believ^ithenObedii^nce will 
not be grievous, but the ' jpe?ight of thy Soul. 
'N * Tftercfore 
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TTierefore look up, and dare to believe, in i) 
Face of Ten Thoufand DifBcuIties, and thy Soi 
fhall live, and gladly do the Will of God. <- 

Goxf's laft Effort to^-favethe Soul. 

♦ 

Is not God thp Creator. of all Things, the Pro 

prietor of all l^hings, and the Difpofer of al 

Things ? Does he not contain all Things, fill all 

Things, and know all Things? Do not all Thing? 

live and move by his Permii&on ? Are not Devils at 

his Contrpul, as well as goo4 Angels and Men? 

Can they tempt any of bis Sons or Servants withput 

Leave' from him^ who has them all in Chains f If 

he lets loofe any of cbefe infernal Spirits on any Per- 

•fon, is it not with a View to profit them ? And are 

• not all bis Judgments in this World, ii^flicSted for 

. the fame End ; whether they be External or lnter-| 

nal ? Is not the Good he. purpofcs by all thefci 

Things, Salvation? Are they not ufed, as Means, to I 

•bring about that dedrable End f Would the God of 

Love and Mercy ufe thefe Means, if milder would ' 

anfwer the End as well? N/iy, would he ufe them i 

at all, if there was not need of them s has any Man i 

then Reafon to complain, let his AffliSbions be' 

ever fp great, fince they ar^ the Fruit of Sin, and! 

intended by God,, to pm;ge it» and to perfe^ him 

in Holinefs, that he may dwelj with Him ? Do w« 

not grieve God, when we force him to take thi| 

Method with. us? 

When a tender hearted, loving Parent is con 
ilrained to corre£t bis fiubborn and rebellious Son 
for h,is, Good, docs not the dear Parent- feel every 
Stroke be gives, and . fay within bimfcif, Alas ! 
bow am I firaitnedj What ihall I do? Itpa^iusme 
to the very Heart, thus to corrcft my Child i zni 

yd 
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}et if I do it not, I fee h^ will be ruind an<I undone 
iorcvcr. And if it be (o grievous to a good Ma^ 
to corrcft his offending Son, What itiuft it be t& 
Him, uho is Goodnefs itfdi ? O ! how fparinglyHe 
hp the \f.od on his difobedient Children! He ihikes 
rot one needlefs Stroke. And while He ttrikes^ 
h cii-c ; Oh! rebellious, ftubborn, and unwiic 
S II ! What can I do for thee more than 1 have 
tione ? Did 1 not make thee, when as yet thou wait 
not? And when thou hadft fpolifhly fold thyfelf 
into the Hands ©f thy implacable Enemies, and 
waft unable to deliver thyfelf, did I not come 
down from Heaven to Earth, and pay for thy 
Libferty, all that 1 had, even to the laft Drop of 
Giy Blood ? Have I not put a Book of my own com- 
pofing into thy Hands to read,- that treats of all 
Things needful for thee to know ? Have I not 
aifo fent unto thee my Meffengers, who have 
opened, explained, and inforccd the fame ? Have I 
^^ot loaded thee with my temporal BlefHngs, e-i'er 
Cnce thou waft born ? Have I not extricated thee 
out of many great and iminent Dangers, which no 
ojher Hand could free thee from ? And have I not 
Yifited thee in the Night Seafon. with my impor- 
tant Inftrudirons ?« And have I not con verfed with 
*Pe, by my Spirit, in the Day Time ? Arc not all 
^^efe my Voice, by which I have been calling thee 
^0 forftike thy Sins and return unto me, in order 
^^at I might make thee tiappy ? But, O my Son, 
'ny Son, how little haft tho\j regarded my Voice, 
tho' thy eternal Happinefs or Mifery depenos on it ! 
And now, my froward Child, I am come after 
f^ee once more, with my Rod in my Hand, to 
fcourgethee home; becaufe I am unwilling to 
give tftee op into the Hands of thine Enemies. 

BeinftruiSed, my Son, aad put away from thte 

thc'EvH of thy Doing?, and come unto me, and I 
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will receive thee, notwithihinduig all that thou haft 
dwie againft me. My Bowels yearn over thee, 
and my Heart is ftill towards thee. It is not thee, 
but thy Sins I haee. Therefore put away thv Sins, 
and I will put away my Rod : For tho' I feel every 
Stripe I lay on thee, I muft fcourge thee, 'till all thy 
Sins are gone 5 for Iniquity (hall not dwell with 
me. And fseiog this is my unalterable Decree, 
that what is unholy can h&ve no Plsux in my King- 
dom, does it ntA manifeftiy appear^ that my Con- 
troverfy with thoe concerning thy Sin&, .proceeds 
from my own Lbv^ aai Goodnefs ? For was t not 
to mdmSt thee by my Rod oi AiBifUon, thou 
Wouklil not koow thy Difeafe : And if thou waft 
to remain ignorant oC tl^ Diftempcr, thou wouldft 
never feek otK,fer a Cure ; confequeiuly thou nmfi 
di^in.thjy Sin», and be forever banifliied from my 
Kingdom and Glory. My Son, open thy Eyes, 
and ieo ; thy Ears, and hear ^ thy Hearty and un« 
derftand ; and be not thou one of tbofe, who 
charge me fooliihly^ fi^r my Way> aie equal, jufl 
""and goody and tbofc,, who will not now fee and 
a\vn them tohefuch, fhall one Day fee and know 
and be a(bamed before me» But be not thou like 
Unto them, but fall thou down at. my Feet, and 
accept thir my Corre^Stlon, and it ihall do thee 
-Good in thy latter E.nd^ and thou (bait k>ve me, 
and blefsme for it, thro' all Eternity. 

Oh ! nay dear, loving Gop and Father, I am 
confounded before thee, and know not what to fay 
unto thee* For of all thy Creatures, I -am the 
moft vile, ihfi mod loathfome, - the nioft abomina- 
ble, unworthy of the Earth I tread on, the Air I 
breathe in, the Food I eat, the Raiment I wear, 
the Bed I lie on, by.reafon of my Sins, which are 
many and great. Thou madeft me in thine own 
Image and Likends, a holy and a happy Creature -, 

. . ^ but 
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but ah ! where is iby Image now? Alas! my 
Sins have utterly defaced it, and brought into wfy 
Soul the very Image of the Devil. Arid this is 
only the Beginning of Wickednefs ; for I have 
alfo trampled' under my unhallowed ' Feet*, -thy 
precious Blood, which thou deignedrt to Aed oh 
the accurfed Tree, for the Redemption of rriy'SbuK 
And here I have not flopped, for I have fougfit 
againft, and grieved thy blefled Spirit, who'h^ 
been, long ftriving to take Poffeflion of my rufned 
and ungodly Soul, that he might deflroy the 
Works of the Devil, and reftbrc thine Image 
therein." But, O lamentable ! How (hair I 
mention it ? I wickedly kept that nobk Gueft 
ftanding at the Door of my Heart, [till'hh Head 
wasJiWd with Dtw, and his Loch iuith the Drops 
9fihe Nighty while his, and my Enemies, wei^ 
fuffered to riot within. Heaven, Earth,' AngeJs, 
Men and all Creatures be aftonilhed at'thi«'rhy 
dread&il Stupidity ! And thou, my Soul, hide'thyv 
felf iq the Duft, and weep and mourn Day anfl 
Night for this thy unparallelled Wickednefs. (•• ; 

O that I could end my ConAffion here J* Bijt 
alas ! alas ! my Sins are infinite, and fo'let m'yGon- 
feflion be perpetual. Ohow havc'Iflighttcl and 
abufed.thy Word? Injur'dthy Caufe^ and grieved 
thy People ! I have wafted and 4eft*^ed thy Gifts,^ 
natural and acquired, fpiritual and >enry{>oral. 

Good God ! What a Monftef bf Wickednefs 
am I ? Why didft thou fuffrr it ? Why didft thou 
not let me die, and perifli.? • Why haft thou thus 
purfued me with thy Mercies, thefe Thirty Years ? 
An<! now thou art determined lo have me in fpitc 
of all ihy Foes. But why fo, my Lord ? Doft 
thou me/ n.e-? Can 1 prcfit thee?^Or canft thou 
ii..J r.o .'..h.^r Cbjedt of thy Mercy and Love, but 
■uv:}; a Vvittch as me? And will rhou dvvell in my 
N 3 molt 



moft filtby and polluted Body and Soul } What, 
will He, whom the Heaven, and Heaven of Hea- 
vens cannot contain, dweM in this Houfe of mine ! 
What, andihaH I, who ain unworthy of a. Dwel- 
ling in this World, dwell with God and his Holy 
Angeh and People in Heaven ! O my Goi>^ this 
Favour is too great for me. O why me ! why me ! 
Sine, O ye Heavens, and rejoice O Earth, at 
y^fi^ Power, at Jt/us* Mercy, at Jifus* Love ! . 

Chrifiy permit the vileft of Creatures to fay 
he loves th^e, and to call thee his ! For what is 
this I feel within my Heart but I/oye ? And fay, >■ 
not its Origin from thee ? Can ought love or j. ; 
in thee, but what is thine ? No, my God, that 
c^tuiQt be. Creatkkres may Creatures loye 5 jCrea- 
ture^ m^, to Creatures cleave \ hxjix none can 

cleave tpdaee in,{^ove, bufhe, who knows thou 
Joveft him. O my incarnate, God and Saviour, do 
tboumor^ fiilly reveal thy Love to finful me. O 
ihed it Jargely in. my Heart abroad ; for Love 
;|Dakes Heaven f where that is not, is Hell. 

Ah ! why did I ib late thee knpw ? Ah I . why 
^id I fo late thee lOve ? O what a Waad^urerl bave 
beco ! Tby Crc^uifes 1 have cloicly purfue<l, and 
fondU loved ^ but; to my Coft. I fought PIeafure> 
:tiut ^un4 Paiiii Honour^ but fomid Difgrace ; 
Riches, but lound Poverty. I have tried all Things, 
and am coaftralned, with Solomon, to pronounce 
tljLenx P^aniiy jof tfakitieSy yea and vtxathn of SpirtU 
O that I had remembered my Creator in tq,e Days . 
qfmy Youth I For then bad my Pnace been as a 
RivAry (jirtd my Bdghttoujnefi as the Waves of the Sea. 

1 have heard fome Perfons, who had been favour- 
ed with a Religious Education, and an early Piety, 
becaufc tfiejr were not fo fenfible of the Time of 
their Converfion, as one who had been an open 
Profligatt) to wiih they had been open Sinners, 

that 
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that they Blight be more fenfiWeof the Time ^f 
their CoBvcrfion. — ^But (utat fucb-Perrons koew not 
wbat/th«y dcfired; For tho' a late*Converfion i» 
better than no Gonverfion, yet (\Xxe I am. that an> 
early Con verfion is by far the greater Bkfling. .For 
cveiySin is, not only a Sp.§arto'piefceouriacarnate- 
God and Saviour, but is alfo a Weapon put into* 
the'Hand of our Adverfary,. thae Devil^ which ha 
will not fail to ufe, whenever we d^fert his Ser>- 
f ice. This T know by fad Experience. Befide,, 
every Sin, brings with it its owii . Punifbment, as i 

it is the Deftroyef ^ Body and SnuL This I | 

know, were 1 M after of the Wopid^ I would frteJy 
part with it all, could I thereby, undo what I havicr ' 

done agaiiift my God, my Neighbour,, and myfelf.. 
But the re(3iiy ing of thefe Things coft a fdr greater 
Price ; evejR the pcecious Ji&a^ cf Cbr^y our Lord 
acd Gox) ; in whi^b Blood is aH my fiope.of Hear 
ven ; and through it I, have obtained a late, but, I 
iruft, a found Conv^rfion. Yct'ffill'it grieves-mc^ 
that I have done fo much to diihonour God,, and 
am now rendered incapAWe of doing any Thing ta 
hisPraife and pay NeighboursFfofit|. and I acknow- , 

ledge i^yfeif the greateit Debtor tp the Blood of 
Cbri/ty and to the free, rtdat» a^ powerful Gracer 
of Gop, -tbat ever was, born into the Woeld, hav- 
ing beeatb^ CbieC of Sii^cfs.^ 



Reflexions on feled Scripttires,, by whidi 
I have been eom&rted,. 



JoelxiiLg, ^raely iboubaft d^ftroyed tbyfelfybut 
in me is thy Hilp ! ' 

ZecharlatlXiiL l« In that Day there Jhallbe a 
vv ' , Fountain^ 
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Fountain epentd to the Houfe of Daviiy and to the 
Inhabitants o/yerufaUm, for Sin and for UncUannefi, 

Job xix. 25. f9r I know that my Redf enter livetk^ 
ani that he Jhall Jland at the latter Day upon the 
Earth. 

Rnm. vii«. 34, IVho is he that conchmneth ? It h 
Chrift that died \ yea rather thauis rifen again \ tubo 
is even at the Right Hand a/'GoDj who alfo maketh 
IjUerceJJion fjr us. 

r Johni. 7. The Blood of ]t(\x% Chrift hisZTn 
clea7tfeth us fo'om all Sin, 

X . Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he is able alfo tofave them 
to the uttermofty that c^me unto God by him \ feeing hi 
ever liveth to make IrUereeffion for them. 

Ifaiah xlix, 15. Can a Wonum forget her fuckirti 
'C^ildy that Jhijbould not bave CompaJ/lon on the Son If 
ther Womb ? Teay they may forget y yet xvilt I not forget 
thee. Beholdy I bave graeuen thee on the Palms of my 
Hands. 

Job xiii. 15. Tho^ He flay me^ yet will I truftin 
Hi7n, 

My Soul, dareft thou fay, that thefe Scriptures 
are not true ? Oareft thou fay, they have not been 
applied to thee,, by the Holy Ghoft f D^reft thou 
fay, thoudidftpotrtceive di^r/// in-tbem? Couldft 
thou then doubtof aiiy of thefe Things P'Didft thou 
not then ceill Jefus Lord^ by the Holy ^hofl? and dkl 
not thy Heart then dance for Joy ? Why then haft 
thou fo often given up thy Intereft in Jcfus^ and in 
thefe his preciousPromifes ? Seeft thou not the great 
Evil of it ? Thbu believeft the Devil, and thy own 
Heitrt, before Him, who is 7r«/A'itre)f. But 
wherefore doft thou this ? Hadft thou rathiT ob!h:e 
.thy Foey than thy Friend? .'Wbai, tfto' thou feJl 
the Multitude, and Magnitude ^f thy'S^uiij n* *: 
diftindly ihati in Times paft, that d'tfi «ot •[>•• 
they^ are not forgiven. Docs not Lignt lu • 

ni^iifv:! . 
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mapi/eft?- Cznft. ihoufcc Ayfclfi, or God, or any* 
of the Things of Gop, but in the tight of God ? 
Then the deeper thou feeft into thefe Things, the ' 
more Light thou baft. And tho* its Operations 
and Effi^s are various^ it is the fame Principle 
or Caufc producing thefe Effeds. Sometiixi^s it . 
makes mafiifeft the ineffable Glories of Heaven,, 
then the Horrors of HdU and. Torments of the. 
Damned; fliortly it witi be difpkying' the. glorious, , 
AttributesofGoD:; at otber Tijtics the preciojiftiftfisi 
of Cbt ij^ ts Mediator het\irQC^Qo9 and Mao^adMl. 
dewing out the: Soul, to fbrve l%b9i.-^Qmctifii«$:it; 
&ewa.Maa io bis priaK:va) $ltal9 o£ H^'pinef$ an4i 
Glory, then l^jisiopentbo FmU^ with it^diiin^I £f- 
f«£^s.; then tbe NisQcft^ ^Rfgm&stion^ and th^' 
NafiuDc:ofiit* Ib^a are fome of the chief .Qbje<95 
of theGraee-of G»Dv and ftiob 3is the re;*l tidbit qd 
Grace ttkuie can. favingly (^(cov.^. Sometimes thfi * 
Soul has a.c0m{dex Viisw of the vidiok at qnqe^ zt 
other Times it has. a diftin^l View of one. Part.. 
Noui IX fees them ckarly ,. anon mor^ dimly. Natv . 
it rifes as on Eagles Wings, and freely talks with 
Goj> ;. ^rz^ff rt is &iak into dreary Silence, and weeps 
at y^Jifi* Feet. But whether thou^art ihown Hea- 
ven or Hell, Grace or Siu^ Chrifi ov Self, ftlH it 
is the true Grace of God, the fome Principle 
within. But while it is laying open the Heart, 
and manifefting the hidden Abominations tbpreof, ' 
by tbe Purity of GoJ>'s Law, think no^ to .find 
that Fleafure in its Operations, as when it is dif- 
playing the Glory- of QoD, in the Face o( Chti/i 
Jifus, Yet, feeing the one is as *oeedfu] as the • 
other, in order for the perfect Cure of thy dif- 
tempered Soul, thankfully receive the one, and 
patiently endure the other. 

How amazing it is, that Perfons, who have, in 
xhe Light of Goo, feen all thefe Things, and beeh; 
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made confcious of their Intereft in them; yea, that 
have lived under an habitual Senfe of them, fliould 
{o far yield to the Devil and their own Heart, as to 
give up their Confidence, with regard to their In- 
tereftin them, and even doubt of their real Exif- 
tence. And, God knows, fuch hath been my Folly 
and Sin, over and over again ! And if the power- 
ful Grace of God (which I hardly know how to 
afk) does not prevent it, I (hall furely do it again. 
Oh! the Power of Unbelief! Oh! the Deceitful- 
neis of Sin ! Lolt0 Je/us^ lay to thine Hand, and 
deftroy the Works of the Devil; and Heaven, 
Earth, and my redeemed Soul fliall praife tbee. 

And now, O my Soul» tell me, what good 
Thing thou haft ever got by giving op thy Confi- 
dence ?**15idft thou find more Power to refift thy 
Enemies, and to work the Works of God ? Were 
the Ways, and Service of God, more delightful i 
And hadft thou more inward Confolation? Nay, 
but was \t not entirely the Revcrfc? Whenever 
thou didft let thy J^/us go, for want of manfully 
bearing up, did not thick Darknefs fall upon thee, 
and an horrible Drt ad overwhelm thee? Did not' 
all Tubings grow uneafy and painful ; infomuch 
'that thou loathedft Life, yet dreadedft Death? 
Thou waft like the troubled Ocean, never at reft. 
^ A!l was Confufica and Uncertainty. Thy Ene- 

mies encompafTcd thee about like Bees, and cry'd, 
Thou haft deceived thyfelf, and, for this Reafon, 
thcLoRD has for faken thee forever.Thou art nothing 
better than a deceived Man : Yet d little while and 
thou ihalt be in Hell, in never ending Torments. 
I^or tils End Gon hath rat fid ihee up. Thou feeft, 
Cain like^ thou art a Burden to thyfelf; and 
whatever thou feeft is a Terror unto thee. Thou 
mayft weep like Efau^ and repent like JudaiZhwt 
thy End {hall be as fruitlcfs as theirs j for die 

eternally 
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eternally thoo muft. I fay, my Soul, has net tbb 
been the. Laogoage of thy implacable Enemies, 
whenever thou ga^eft up thy Confidence, with 
rcTpefi to thy Imereft in ^ejus^ the Favour of Goo, 
and the Pardon of thy Sins ? 

And; on the other Hand, whenever thou turn- 

edft unto the Lord, and didft caft thyielf on Him, 

as a poor helplefe Sinner, did He not turn to thee^ 

and pardon thee, and fredy and gracioufiy receive 

thee, and always fliewed thee theEvil of letting hiq;i 

go and doubting theTruth of thole Tilings, he had 

fo freely, fully and frequently revealed unto thee \ 

Did he not alfo drive away, lUce Smoke, thy dread* 

ful Enemies,' and fill thee . with Peace, and Joy> 

and Love ? Did he not fet Uieeas iira large.Placef 

and tho'tbou art the vileftPartof die Creation, the 

Chief of Sinners, the unworthieft of all Creature^^ 

has He not faid i^in and Again, I (mthy Gop, 

thou act faySw ? and didft thou not fubfcribe the 

bleiled Covenant, with an htfarty, Amai? Yet, h^w 

fooliih I have been, thus to provoke, mjr. blefled 

God to Anger, by a wicked and ungodly Life ! 

and not only fo, but fince He has, of his great 

Goodnefs, beeA pleafed to pardon my. unparalldled 

Sins and Tranrgccflions, bow have I gtieved.H]m | 

how have I oflFended him, by cafting behind me 

his pardoning 'Mercy and I^ove, which he has fo 

often feed abroad in my finful, ungrateful Heart ! 

Butnqtwithftandmg thou haft been brought thus 
to acknowledge and confefs, yea to refolve againft 
this wretched Infidelity and Ingratitude, how haft 
thou given Way in Time of Tefnptation 5 tho* 
thou knoweft, right well, that if thou doft not 
believe, Opr> bimfelf cannot fave thee ! For if He 
was to fav^ a Soul contrary to his revealed Will, it 
would declare him an unjuft GoD^,. faying one 
Thing, and doing another : Which is contrary to 

his 
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bis Natufte, And thcfefbre impciffible. No Man 
"was ev6r damned beoaafe he was too great a Sinner 
(or G^D to iave > but becaufe be would hot accept 
Cod's Way of Salyafiion. Therefore, it may be 
faid, fuch a one was damned becaufe God csuld 
not fave him ; noi becaufe He would not fave iiim \ 
for his Wdl is that all ihould be faved j but becaufe 
hecoukinotfavehimin Juftice; and thofe that he 
cannot in ftrifl Jufiice &ve, muii in confequence 
be damned. 

AH Men have tranfgrefTcKl the L«w of God, 
imd are thcmby ohnof^ious to bis Juflicq. Tbere- 
i&fe without a Satis&i^toti made, no .AJIaorouU 

Stdibly 'be favod. Hence aj^pears, the abfolute 
eceibcy ofthclncafikation of Chrtft^ and of his 
Life atid Deith'; by wbtchthe Law has been ful- 
Aled, and Man reco(iiciled^<SoD. And hence it 
is^ that y^ut is called % Way^ and in another. 
Pltce Z't>6dr ;: whidii impolitic (hat no Man can be 
yefloied to his orkpnal lEleftitMde and Happiiudsi 
featl!»y and tlito' '^us ; This isclair^y feen in the 
Scripture, mid kno>^A by E^tpedence ; Buty blelTeJ 
be Go»I 'tho' no one caa be fayed out ^f Chrjji^ \ 
ttU may bt favediin and by Him. And this will he I 
the Gondimnation of thofe, who peri(h at the laft I 
£^y, wbeh it will, be deadly /een, that Jfkf was | 
ttble and wiUing tafiive'the vileft Smners, ,butlha( 
they ^culd notfubmit to be Xaved .onGpfpelTennsi 
Think thfen, O my Soul,, bow thou wrongeft 
thyfelf, and grievefl thy heavenly Friend^ by re-j 
fufmg the ineftimable BleiB^gs of Salvation, H^ 
has bought io dearly for thee, and is (o willing to 
beftow on thee, vile and loathfonie as thou art| 
O. my Soiil, fee where be ftanfis, with openi 
Arnx, and open: Heast to talu^ tbee in ! O my 
Chrift^ I can^ >withftand thy . .powerful Charmsi 
no linger, ficholdl I am thiae^ yileaslami 

ajid 
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and glcftlous as Tbou zxt^ Thoa art mbe. O let 
us never part more to all Eternity! But what am I, 
that He^ .whofe Perfe^dos over-power, and daz- 
zle, the. mighty ApgeUiQ Heaven^ fhould condef- 
cend to regard oi^e io<viIe aod abominable, as I . 
am ! Is k not tbetyoaderof Heaven, and afton^< 
ment jOf HeU ! Surely -it is; and Men would 
wonder too, if they faw me, as Goo fees me i 
and knew me, as God knows me. 

O my Soul, how canft thou doubt of thy Savi- 
our's Love, after all thefe manifeft Indications of 
it, wbicb l>&ba8 given-the^ .^ Aod if thou wouMft 
have clearer 'aiid tpdre,* abiding Proofs thereof, bo 
thankful for wkat thbHi haft, and hold them as faft 
u a drowning Man would hold a Rope caft out 
Tom the Shore. For as Unbelief is the Source of 
a!) Sin j fo fe Faith the Source of all Grace and e- 
ery Virtue of the Soul/' • 

Co fiCdet^J/S^aham J ^^o^having received a Pro- 
nife fromOoD, kfKittringHc was ^ble to perform 
t, h^'iit'fiopebdievJed agiiftft Hope. Go thou 
md do Rkewife. • Giroiitid *thy Failh on the Merits 
&f Chrtftj apd belief in the Face of ten xhoufand 
Difficulties and Contrarieties ; fo flialt thou outride 
he bbifter6u3 Stormsof Life, and fafely land oii 
he defirablfe Shore of everlaflirtg Rcft^ Peace, and 
^'ohfolation"; forthe Mouth of -the Loru hath 
poke^hitr • A'l^ tho? aU TWngs^fa'il, the Word of 
he LoRD'{hairftftndfei<eyer. Therefore ftay thy- 
elf on the' ii-nfliafcen Word,-,andCXath' of. Him, 
hat cannot lie.' Tho' the State of thy Soul may 
iher, and thy outer Man; decay^ • thy incarnate 
<joD and Saviour is^ fwbjc^ to iteither Change or 
Decay ; but abides tlie 'l*afl^ Yeftfrday, • To-day, 
md for -ever. 0*my Sbtilj h6pe(th4>a irr Him ,' and 
He (haU efcort thee thi^oVrgh fhi«-dtfn^croas\World, 
ind land theefafe in yonder wealthy Place ; where 
O aeiiiier 
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JuMicr Satett^ Sn, nor Sfa*8 tSkSl^ fluA rti 
come to diftrcfs thee any Biore Aad wliat cani 
xboa dcfire more than cooftinimace Happkiefs 
Are diefe Things fo ? Awvf then^ mySo^i I, ij^kl 
all thy DgeakTn, and forget t^p^fetftSfeK, lo^ 
hrrond the Grave, and antedate thj futile BSfs 
Tmnk where, and what thou ioda Ihi^t be fo 
ever with thy Lord-; evcB as Aes. fiyfliudt thot 
he." • ' . .•.-..-,••-.. 1 



father ^cxpcift Si^fkrinp^ itmiCdf^laPt 

If Aou waft in daily jEiEp^dation.of b^ag i^vad 
jed bjr l^e World, and the peWl, and ^,' aiM 
SqitoW) and Trials of v^iiom ICin^jS^ Wjb iroq 
within jimd withotftA dioa w<mi1^ py t tbyfdyf in j 
Pqft^Kl of Defend ijQ4 not i>e i^^ri^' jvbt^ 
^cy come, upon tfae^ ^ -hut ^ aUe, tju'ough jefm 

Qn-tef, tho' fpoietin^g j)Qt widbou^ Paiiu for 
thou artc^UedtofiiflSsr, ^6 weUas ta believe i and 
^|is by Fgith aoj Patience^ that t^u amiSk over- 
ccnxic. Silt if oa the other Hand thoa cxf&Biti 

g0at Confol^tipnsy and few AJ^i^io&S} thou wilt 
id thyi^f nriUcrably miftaMiin, ^^ be in gr^at 
I>ai^r of finking jiHo an ur^fatef([ii, oa^rmuring 
JSpiric^ voA be itady to biafpheme Goo for dealing 
Jbh^ly:Witht)K;i^. But if thou, wo^ldft propofe 
6wer X^onf^atioQS fti^t greai^ Afflit^ions, whe<i 
ConJlpIations^ come, thou wouldft be thankful for 
iheni, and bear patiently thy > J^oad of A^i^ions. 
i^or the .QOe is jas n^edfid a$ the other, and both 
, equally conductiie. to thy real eternal Ha^inefs. 
?^f thoucouldft onpc be brought to viewlJi^m in 

thii 



\h\s LigHt, tJiiwi *oiildft -find that ^Saying ©f-tfid 
ApoftliB verified; M Things work Ug^thrfor G^edy- 
fsibtmikit Iviif Gobu Yea, thou wouidft love 
and praiie Gob for (by AfBi<Stions ; fiading ttit UeT* 
kd FruitiB^ and iSe&s of them in thy Own Sgul. 

O ! ho^ wdnikrfu] in' Wifdom is God, tbtis 
t& over-jrfttodre Craft ztd Malice of the Devi), and 
even the WfckedneifeVand Weaknefs of otheif Men, 
fe, as to make tbeih fubfervient to our SaWatioa 1 - 
who is a' Got bke unto pur Goo ? Or whofc 
Works ai'e likehU ? O my Sou!,: thankfully fub- 
€nb6 to evtiry Drfpen&tion of a gtacious,' loving; 
God; and frosb the Ground of thine^Heart blels^ 
Him for theih'all ; fihcp they are the Fruits of un- 
merited Love, and intended to ripen thee for the' 
Enpyincnt of it to^aU Eternity. , 

iMtedifation o» the laff Jadgmerit.- 

Siortly I flball ftc KCni, that v^^as Forty Days 
tempted of the Devil in the Wilderncfe, v/ho fuf- 
fered for Sin and* who is the Friend and" Saviour of 
Sinners; rfe vi^ho was bfuifcd by theWrath niGony 
and #bO IS the Bindcr-iip 6f the Bruifed. -^jBtt^ 
how difFcxently will he appear, when He coqxcs t6 
judge the World,* to what He did, when Ut. 
came tp. redeem it ? Howfhall I bear the dazzling 
Sight ! Angels vair their Faces, when fhe^ ap-. 
p roach his majeftic Throne. And thofe Heavens, 
that to' Die appear (6 bright and .glorious, .1 arn 
told, are not r/wi« in his Sight, now then ffiaft^ 
fuchavile, defpicable Creature as X am, ftaridin 
hisPrefence, or look Hifnintbe Face f Tlsbut a- 
few Days fince T happened to fee a, kind Friend, 
whom t was confcioiis I had injured r ^hd tho' it 
wa^ done ignorantly,- and without Dcfign, the 
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Sight of him flruck me Speechlef$,'*and almofl 
Lifders. And if the Face of a Man lie: fo terrifying 
and affeffmg, what muft the Face of Hnn be, that 
]»Lord of Lords and King of Kings; the only 
Potentate of Heaven and Earth, ' and^f rom whom I 
have received fuch. a Muhiplicity of ftuperidous 
A As of Kindnefs, and to whom I have been fo un- 
kind ; more To than Words can utter or Thoughts 
conceive? For, O!- my Sins" are many, my Sins 
are great. And yet before Hini i muft uiortly 
fland, and fee Him as He is, 'arrayed in fpleodor, 
witii all his numerous Attendants. Angels, Men, 
and Devils fha]l ftand before Him, and from his 
Lips receive the final Doom, oF, Ci^'me.yt bleffed^ or 
Go ye Cwfid. Thefe Eyes fball fee Him. Thcfe 
Ears fliall hear that Sentence. • Andithis^dy and 
SouUball (hare in the unalterable Decilion. A- 
wakc, my Soul, and keep awake. The Lord /; 
at Hand, The Heavens fhall : foon revcar Him, 
and '>^. univerfal Trump (hall proclaim His Com- 
ingrt iT a at Midnight, when all is tai(ked aod 
fllll. 'U^ei-haps to Night ! The Hour is 'concealed, 
that Man miglvt' not procraitinate, but Always 
flrand rea^/. What Stock of Oills in thy Lamp ? 
Suppqfethe Judge was now to come, cafift thou 
go forth with Joy to meef Him ? Are thy Gar- 
liients clean ? Where are all thy Sin^ ? Are'th^y 
rismoved ? And is. the Jiidge thy Friend ? If fo, 
tfcotThaft nought to fear. Lie dov^^n in Peatii^, "and 
deep beneath the/' Prbteftion of thy ' Savix)ur, 
Maker, and Tudgei^ Come LovCd jefus^ come 
quickly! Or If TKou ftayeflt, O let me'^dfii^to 
Thee 1 Sign my Difmiflion from th5& World ! 1 
am weary', and* long to come to Thee, not thfat I 
d^fire to leave it, ' if I cbiild fer /e' Thee in it, Thou 
knoweft oly Hearth ' fiiif alas !• I am' quite difabled 
from ftfrvlng Thee, ^y having* ferved Sitt/ Oh' 
■ . .- ^. - " . - ••— ihai 
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thatThoo'V^oiikift fhrougfoly 'ivafli me, and make 
me dean, that I nuiy ferve Thee, all the JDajs of 
my Life; And wbtfn thou oDcneA to fcrutinize all 
Hearts, then it (halt a^ear how^ thy wondrous 
Grace has abounded more than Sin. Then my 
Soul, nvhich tiiou haft bought with Blood divine^ 
fhaJl be munlusred. wiih thofe,. Whorti Thou doft 
call thy .Jevrd^; that I,^ with them, rnay« ^^,, 
knowy Lovey, a#id. Ptaif^ Thee to all Eternity,. 
Amen! 

The.Spiritaal WiWeTiiefs.. • 

A. Wiiderneis indeed is thilA am in« rutl of ra^^ 
paciopsBeaficvdttepPits, rugged Rocks^. and hid- - 
dtn Traf0 ani Gins^ Nor know \ wrhefe to fct my 
Feet, '. i«i my Eyis ^r »»rtf 7&?^, my God. O hold 
meisift, orelicIatD utterly^undone ; for ?^* the- 
World cannot .feve me, if Thou foifakeme j nor 
cau all the unitei Powers of Earth, or Heil, or Sin 
deiboyflid, if lb«a ftandeft u|>, for jipte. My. only 
Hope^and Helji>, iee how poor and deftiiute, how 
ihattcred and forlorn I come to Thee.. In Jefus^s 
Natnercome, Invefted ' k' Ms w-c!cipus Merits I- 
3ppr<»s^h thine awful Throne/ O look down ivtth> 
Pity^ and forgive all myGnmes, and heal my Meed- 
jug Souh Or if ttey are forgiven, write ^he 
FardoaiAii^ on my Heart ; that, knowing I have : 
much forgiven, Lmay love thee much. O fpeak 
tomy tknerous, fearful %>oul, and fay, Be Jhmg^^ 
ftriannbySahation, Tbo' my coinpUcatedSoripws 
make my Heart to droop, yet a Word frcmi Tbee 
fliaU raiffe it up again, and make it glad. Lord^ 
fpeak-> I once again infreat'Thee, I long to hear 
ihy Voire > for eh \ 'tis fwdet, -'tis powerful, Ws^ 
Lij^andLife^ and all Things to my Soul. 'T'«^ 
O 3. 
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hv thy Word I live, nor can I be happy withoot it. 
Oh I how enipty, Vain, and.daik, does att. the 
World appear to m^, when Thou art abfent from 
me ; 'tU then Night indeed ; and fo J wooli have 
it } for thy Creatures are oot Tbyfelf, tbo' they 
ipeak of thee i nor can , they chear me ia thy Ab- 
fence. No, thou art all the world to. me. With 
thee I am rich, I^ am happy ; without* thee 1 am 
poory difconiblate, and. mi&rable indeed. 



God out only Happinds. 

^f thou haft no iugher Pleafuesf than thofe of 
Eating, Drinkine, and other fenfual Delights^ 
thou art not (o «ppy as th^ Beafta of die Field ; 
for they have thefe a5<weU'a«* tbou haft:: Aad that 
without «aay JnteimijEon. .^ut 'ti»;iiot:fi;> with 
thee ', for thou findefl fpnsethifig. i& thee«whkh all 
thefe Things cannot iati^fy^ And therefore tfaou 
art unhappy whitherfoever th0u..^:)eft« In thy 
Pleafttfies thou findeft Pain, and in thy Plenty fome- 
thing 'wanting^ and ihi»t is GoP. JPw He^ and 
He alone^f^^an iatisfy and m^% thee truly happy. 

let thy ,$oul return to htr OFigiioai Reft, and re- 
pofe herfeif io God ; So fiialt thpu pofieis fdbftanti' 
al, and eternal Blifs^ and: be eniabkd,. komtht 
Ground of thy Heart,, to* teftify,. that having God 
for thy Portion^ thoi^ doft npt. want i any good 
.Thing, l'^ in ^in^ ibou findeft*. aU:that« tlioii 
wanl<eft> .and more thaq ^\, Ithji^t Ciiptruiats over, 
while he mak^^ bis. Face to flj>;)e upou^thise. ^i<But 

1 fay.agai/i, tbati/ thoatakeft jip thy Reft^ hi' any 
l^hing fliartof^G4>B> thqu art not fo!bappy»is the 
fieafh of theFidd : For, as they are but temporal 
in their Nature, temt>oral Things will fatisfy their 
iVppetiteSx and. coniiiuite theiQ as happy, as <^heir 

.....,, Natures 



Natures witt admit. But it is not To with M^ttf, 
for be is- iaamortal ip.his' Nature >, therefore no- 
thing. (hoTt of ail immortal 'Gdodczn pofiibly fatisf^' 
hisimoaoftal SouJ,, and tb^t GcJad^is Goo. 

; TheBleffingst of theCrois. 

If v^P view thfi'wb^e Gompafs qf ^he^eyelatiofr 
wUii ap heedful Eye,.. aniat^otively rbearJwa, "lo- 
the Voice of Ooi>!6 Rie{tengcrs,(,wfe9 prpclaina ius> 
Mind and Willr itcWilleafily appeaf^tbat' Sufferings- 
and Afflictions aredecr^dVof^aU/Menin thi&Liib, 
but.pi.ore efj^ecially to the Rifihteous*' . However fo- 
thetn they are not a Curfey-i but a BleiSng j fin^e 
t^ey pjirg^ il^Ga> ^<^Da theii" ijins,. ai^ prepare tl^efn 
for' 'the Enjpy "^?<^ of God iij GU)fy. Some fuffpr 
extern^Jiy ^^^'^^^^"^^''^jily ^^IJ defemdly. fo^tljj^ 
Sinsi^ land.Yor. tHe MaqlfdUtionof Gud'^ Glpry,, 
and peVfcifting ^h^Graces of tbe Saints; fome^aore, 
and forhe lefs ; fomc this Way, and foniic that, and' 
(bme fronvevesy Quarter,, and in.all. Refpe6ls ac- 
cording to the manifold Wifdom^and equitftblePif- 
tributiops, of thatGoDy who knowa what eyery p|ie 
' deferves> ^nd needs, and what each, can bear.., 3^t 
fuffi^r .witbyig/«J we all miift^ in this World,- or sye 
can never reign with Him in that wTiichis to cboie. 
,Th'^ref6re fettle it in thyHeart, for to this End will 
' thou bbrri, an4to this End hath Gop called thee^, 
and fuffer thoumuft. Think not then of jevadiBg; 
ihe.Crofs, for. in fb doing Jthou wouldftmifi the 
greateft BleiEng, thou art capable of refieiving,: 
For the fweetcft, and bed of God's. Blcffings come 
thro* thei hard and painful Ciofs*. ; 
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la Hope bcliering ag^inft Hope. 

Confidcr thjrfclF as aPcrfon oh an important Jour- 
ney, and never flop till thou fafely arrived at thy 
Journey's. Endr and t^e epo4> Heed ttni thou dofi 
not cntcr^Jfita^vain- and^^S artful Difpiltations by 
the Way, left thou thereby lofe ihy Road^prat 
Icaft much of thy precious Time: Dqft thoa:not 
fee how thou haft- been rctac^cd-Jn thy journey il- 
veady, By! re^afoning with the King of the bottom- 
lefs Pit,' and^thy pivnwidcedai^ deceitful H^ari? 

' B^ififeforthcftiturej antf reiTolutely ftop thy Eats, 
to all their deftfu&iye and damnable Infiooatioils, 
ttpi turn ftvv^ay. fhine fiyes from them^ Turn alfo 

' fi^om ^eir numerout^Brbad , thy loathfome Sins.^Giye 
tht^ ncTtirerWcird nor l<bok;. and if thtyxaM aftfer 
^ee, tnrndtfieiwtio^npr be difmayed'joh. the ac- 

: count o^ all Ae/ can fay or do* Whatevet Indift- 
ments they bring againft thee, attcnipt not to clckr 
Ayielfv 'but plead Guilty, and then inftantly iW 
vnt9 y^fasy and thou will .find enough there, to 
-quench rtheif every poifonoue E)artj and filence all 

' riiine- Aocttfers. And however, pr^ijniiptlpiis. and. 
daring t^8 ili«y*«PP«ir,. thou *r7/? theCoitinanJ- 
nicrtt if -Goii/f of It;, who fays^- Icof uMd me ihi U 
jefavfdi hlUhe Eiids:rfthe Earth'. O Blcfled Wordi ! 
Mark them weH: Qbferve j looiC not to the Dc*- 
vil, tiotto thy own Heart, hot.tothy Sms; b\it to 

;.«ie, m-Whom alone Salvationists be fdyfld^. * 
If'thou.kKrkeft'ever folong at thy'Diiea'T^,' of the 
€aufe8 of »f>; ™ow 'virilt grow r.eV^r (he t^etter, bit 

- -worfeLand Wo^fe, 'til! at .laft thojl' wjlt " coUcliyde'it 
impoffible that thou' flfrotddft '^ ever be healed* 
Therefore, I charge thee, tho' thy Cafe be ever fo 
^fperate, that thou put on Courage, and refolutely 
break thro' all Oppofxtion, and, as the nioft vile 

and 
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nd abominable Sinner, caft tfayfelf on the Lord 
Tefua Chfift, who came ii^o the World to Tavc 
iinners. j yea, , tho' ihqu /eeft nothing in thee, npr 
ibout tbee»^ that is goo^*,' and 'fccft ten thoufand* 
:crri'fyuig &ghts^ and lieare(l ten thoufand fdrmlda- 
ble yqices^ftilltruft, ftiir%ht, and like a good 
and yaliaji't . Spldietj die in thQ^^Ficld, rather than- 
give up.'the'ConteflJ For hciis" jw'gpod a Soldier,' 
thai (dies i^ ,theTicH of I^fittle,^ as h^ ^h?t dies in- 
Tiihcgf Peace. .* . ' 



A Word of Advice tpmy own Soul. > 

If thou wouldfl g^jjcompleat Viftoiy over the 
great Golkfb^ the Devil j and the Philiftine Hoft of 
Sin, put oSSauts Aripour,tixy own imagined Righ- 
teoufhefs, and a]l^ Self befides ) and armthyfelf, as 
David didj with the Staff of a Crucified Cbri/ii the; 
Sling oiFaiiby and the Stones of Con's precious Pro^^ 
mi/es.i/wd thou (halt fmite down Goliab^ and 
drive, alfr his Hofts jjefore thee, and rejoice over 
the Slain. . , ,S I -.' 



Meditations on Matt. vii. 7. &c. Seek anS 
ye Jhall find., 1 ,. 

- The tCingflqm of God is compared toTTpcafur^i. 
hid In a Fieldj^ ^ and ;hcre thf Lips^ qf Truth declare,;, 
that all thofe that feek (ball ;^find it, O ! precious 
Words ! more valuable than Gold ! Lock them up 
fecurely in thy Heart. 

Knock/md itJhaltU opentdMXiXxy^titS The King^t 
dom of Chrift is compared to a Houfe, and every 
Houfe has a Door, the onJ): proper.. Pl^ace of. ^n- 
trance^ arid foha? Gqd'^ Htjiifc a/l3(6pri'ivhrch K 
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G&^jtf; out Lord. ^bnyy. 7. &c. and over it am 
written thefe bleifed Wprds, Knock and kflkitt be 
t^ned. Lookup, an*ftediFaftly fix thine Eye upon 
them, and they will won4er^liy qtcout^, 
lengthen, and domfort Ay Heart ;. feiSiait^iou 
be inabled to knock the more earneftly! Bld)^ 
ht God ? for Icaving/thcfe Wof4s on Record; fcr 
^inany a Time have they been' like a Cordial tp mjf 
aintingSoul \ And I kriOvo^ and- can; teftify, ttut 
thefe Words are true j and blefled are they whkii 
dare believe them, for they (hail enter in, aoidfie 
down at the Matter's Table, who will xichjy ,cq^r^ 
tain -them with his ddictdus Meats^^ and chearin^ 
Wine. 

When r firft entered into tliis fpacio^s Hbufef 
affd fat down with the Mafter^s Gueft^. apd had my 
htingry Sou! replenifhetf ftBb^ a; Pog) with the 
ChiMrens Bread, I never tbougHt Olf goinj^oilt,* or 
being hungry ^jgajn, but ahu \ | baVe often known 
^iritual want tinc<f then i^ w)irdh brought tAt back- 
unto this Glare againy wiihTe^ani and; f^eanp>^ 
and m;^desi^ knock aloud^ andfiMnetiitie&lohg^be- 
fore I |;bt Admittance; Yet never fbugbt I ^ 
in vain.' For fo tehdcr hearted is my^ LoRO,^ that . 
lie always gave m^ Entrance and £nte]tainioea^ 
too. And (b delicious is the Fare,' that when f 
tafte thcrcofy^ll my focivrer Trials are fotgotten ^ 
and I fondly think'my H«rdfliips are alVo^cr* . Ob ^' 
when (bftll I ppw wiftr, and ftand convinced,, tl^al^ 
umftttrrufiedKch cannot bp^had below*' 

Aar:ai tbriftaU ffrouckni Mrf the Thnnt ^oi>> 
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€nd iie^ Lamh.r-T^^ itiycr k ^^Mrity tomag 
fronl the F«tber» Asqmf^ the Son, into every be- 
lieving Hearlb iriMch 1$ tke rnd, and eternai Life 
of the Sou). 

VWft a. Imjie^mi4fi:^ii^ mtdtfeUbtr Side rf 
$b$ J^wr^ WAS iiert jJa tf^ ^ Me^ wbiA hoKi 
iw$lmt nmmur tf frufi^ amlyuUeii Ur Fr^ amy 

rfibi NMims.^r-]^ Chrift, die 809 of Qcd^ [s 
tMtitO^T^^ftiftb ^ AUttSoa to 4uii^ wbi^Jb 
gmir-in tl^e jaiiiSkQfJm 0«ctbly ParadUe, He {$ 
Aid to beafftWdvemtMetqf Fruity i whfitel^yroj^ 
.be figtiilie4 ^ 'viui^if, jMd4 l^l^ty.of .^hie fienefi^ 
Df Cbrift's FMioi^( viwJbiDjNid eaHs W^ Vxor 
yi(k>A.FfiL iga, 1^. aii4 St, Aw/^ Tb^JRnjiteof 
iLighteoafiMff^ Pbil. i*. IX; j^ tiieji- being 
j^eidf^ eimjp Mootb, iiMy^bie^inted Qu^unlo ujb 
,t)M$^i|oh|uweaMene£i: W:^ J^f^i^. wboiff 

the ifspne Yefterday^ To-;<iaX> ^<i if<^^ fiy^* Oh! 
'that this pre9Qii8 Truth wex^ jingrayen on evcFy 
Hi;artJ And bv the Leaves, wfaic^ are for the 
Healing'of t)ie Nations, may he xb^ant* the great 
and pcedqiia PMiitte) WKOffaf, *Sc; iV<^ ^ella U9^ 
3rere given', ^^tb{)r (h^p* we might M made Par.-> 
jrakctrs of UielKviiieNMat.^s;;?^. i* 4. ' 

Itlefied bo.CfOCs ^ tkeTme of tifct for the 

^Wjif^bf Lite, W for t^* dainty and delioioiia 

iFriufs/^e Tree of fife prodnm 1 9fi alfe» 

for i^he felut}fei(!008 Leairts mereof T Yea^ blefr 

ifed be pop^ ifmr the whole,. and for everv Part ! 

liPor there is nodiioff fiipesfiuoiis, i|or js tncre any 

Thing yrm/Aifj. O my Gop, how rich Thoa art 

HI Nature, Grace, and Glory ! happy 4^f .w^ 

have the Lord for their Portion | for^io poftafiog 

liim, they pdle6 all good Things in one.. ' 

O thou5 who art the Treeof Juf4?,€t9me feed m 

.^oul with thy blefibd Fnik/ And when I fhirt, 

jgive me «o 4nnk ef il>e ft^^ Ri^ 9I tadleb tifih 
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Or if 1 Aould bt! wounded by mine' Enemies, or 
fall into Pining Sicknefs, f66n may' thy Hand dof^ 
•up'the Wounds^ and -heal ho/' Soul, with tbefe 
^ Balfamic Leaves. 

My GdB^'be tbod ftirfeyer'mihej and I^wiM not 
envy Kmgt their Throlvtfs.-'Foi^^hawig tb*e 
(though poor through ^in-)*l will'fit me down coA- 
\tented and happy: And while I fit beneath thjfmifes, 
I win teir to Heiveh above, - ind £arth below, 
•whflt thou haft doneibi: ine^ Here| tieithef the 
•DeWl or my Sihs/ iball evertda&i^e to £t)>pra»ch my 
'Sbttl'J ^ifiP^hfey^bbmey I W«i^flyitcvI^ 
he B^thfe ^^ad^'Slyiiiov^-canthdy ftand t'^^fore 
his ?bwer ? Before ^HStti^ th^y irtolt awayi, /like 
Siibw before the Sun';' or fleets Sp^ke, and leave 
me with my'OoD.f^li^.-i Llook aroundy ^ndaik 

• nfiy Soul, ilvhere are heir Oppofers ndwf- SSie fech 
th^not^nor fees^tttetiiiteftf. She turns ta God, 
afciibingViaory «)ifeH-aldhe., •- i - * 

-. 1 •; "• jr, fi ». !./ .?).r« i c .'j v i [jut^, . ^ ,. 

j .'., \ On Convexfaltion* * / : 

• •- ---^ . . ^ . . . ': , : • * 

How veiy few tfaereare, with wfacinita ponfci<m* 

rd^uB Perfiid can tsawetife pro%abIj^ I ir>ycM ! begin 
:to idifcbiirie about) thifrNatur.e)ian4.Xei^deyie|r <Sf 
iTbinip, Mwvfoan are^ftriitts iftt'oddudQd .in^^ad 
of thefe?' T5icir Perfons,. A&wms, . and Sayings 
judged, juft as our. AfiFefK^n&lftand fovi^rd (heffi, 
*and aa our. {haIH>w Capacities conceive: ^i them. 
^Jius ourNd^b6ur«Cliar4(fte/s %Nrll9rn«\,Coiiver- 
fation rendered b:urtfuU .and: oHeowh^Qonjci^cfis 
^wbitnde^. .tiSancQ itisfb; hbwrcaiteful qigbt we to 
be, with.t«Iv«f, pf wA?/; and jfew We fpeak?. For, 
tho' wft mayiprolit byiConverfarioiii^: whjBn fit Pjer- 
fona and SobjeSs are. chofen ; /elt bOw often are 
we made worfe, inftead of better by it? ^d forced 

to 
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to return to Solitude, with aching Hearts, and that 
fruitlefs Wi(h, O ! that I had ftaid at home, and 
fpent tKis Time in Reading, Prayer, and Medita- 
tion ; or had been fo prudent, as to have kept Si- 
lence, whcnlfawhoMT the Converfation turned, 
rather than thus to have finned againft God with 
my Tongue, and diflrefTed my own Soul ! 

Not but Converfation in itfelf is good, and, if 
rightly managed, may greatly benefit our Souls : 
but unce, for Want of fuch Man^agement, the 
good is fo often turned into Bane; how watchful 
ought wc to be over our unruly Tongues, and 
pray, with holy Djv/W, that Goix would be pleafed 
to fet a Gu?ir.d over the Door of our Lips^ that we 
offend not with our Tongues / for Want of this, h<JW 
often have I loft, while abroad^ thofe fweet Cordials 
that I have received at Home ? Oh ! that I could 
learn Wifdom by the Lofs I have fuftaincd of tbi3 , 
Kind ! but 'thou, O Lord, muft take the Matter 
into thy Hands^ and rule my Heart and Tongue 
or I ftaH ftill offend. Such an unruly Evil 'is the 
Tongue, that O^nnipoten^e itfelf, can only tame 
it. Therefore, O Lord, I once more in treat 
Thee to take the Matter into thy powerful Hand; 
and bring my Tongue, and all the Members of my 
Body, and Faculti^ss of my Soul, into Subjection 
to Thyfelf, that I may henceforth live to thy 
Glorj, 

Ingratitude reproved. " 

Thou haft often prayed to God, that he would 
fliew thee the woift of thyfelf, however painful the 
Sight might be ; and now He is anfwering thy 
Prayer^ by laying open thy Heart and Life, and 
tnani/cftingthyVilf.nefsto thyfelf, thou faintefl at the 
"^idedusSjght, and all thy Courage dies i thou lookcft 

P UpOft 
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iiponGoD tobe thineEnemy and,inEffe£l,calleftHim 
cruel, fofgiving'thee the very Thing thoudefircclftot 
Him. Oh ! &ort-fighted, inconftant, ungrateful 
Man ! and is this the return thou makeft to thy 
Praycr-hearine, Sin-forgiving, Heart- fearching 
God '? Blpfc ror fham^, and humble thyfelf in the 
very Duft before Him, for this, and for all thy Sinsj 
and receive at laft^'with ThankFulnefs andPaticnce, 
God's gracious Anfweirofthy Prayers. 

Thou thoughtcft, while thpu fclteft the warmSun 
(hine of his Love upon thy Heart, tkat it was a lit- 
tle Thing to bear the Sight of thy fmful Self, and 
finful XifQ.j. but Experience teachcth thee odier- 
wife- Oh ! what poor Creatures we arej how 
unable to flatid .under the Weight of one fin, when 
God is pleafcd %o let it .down\ipon ys, in it& ^4- 
Force ! Learn then to pray wi^h Moderation for 
the Knowledge of thyfelf; gnd beg^ as Heincreafcs 
theSenfeofthy Mifery, He. would alfoinfie^ths 
Senfe pf his Mercy in Chrijl Jefus^ 

All Men have finned, and muftdl feel the 
Punifliment of Sin, in a higher, or lower Degree; | 
either in this Life, or that which is to ^comc- j 
Thou haft again, and again intreated God, that | 
thou mighteft have all thy Punifliment in this tifc 
however grievous it tnight be. Yea, thou waft i 
willing to bear any Kind or Detgreeof Punilhrncnt 
in this Life, rather than to becaft into Hell, there 
tofufFer the Vengeance of eternal Fire. But did | 
thy Lips and thy Heart agree ? Didft thoa K^Uy 
mean what thou fpakeft ? If fo, why cJoft thou , 
not aticept of thy Punifliment at the HaA* oi 
<5oD, as a gracious Anfwer of thy Prayer ? And 
ivhy doft thou {brink under his^ chaftcning HaiJ"^ 
Or why doft thou want to dire£l Him, that is In- 
finitely Wife, as touching the Nature, or Degree 
pf thy Puriifliment ? Art thou wifcr than He f Ou 
. . . -• doft 
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doft thou more ardently defire thy own HsLfpincCsi 
than Htf does ? If not^ why doft thou not yield up . . i . 
thy Body and Soul to Him, and gladly nieiet every 
affliSivc Difpenfation, with a. Thy U^iU bi dene. 

Be aflfured of thi£, that GoD knows when is the 
iitteft Time to tcy thee, and what Triais arc moft 
fit for thee. Therefore refign thyfelf into his gra- 
cious Hands, and though hejiay thee^ fet trtift in 
Him* For however many Things at the prefetit, 
may feem to make againft thee, fo xkiSLt thy Soul is 
/orely pained, and goes on heaA^ily ; yet by and by 
the Lord will moft certainly clear Matters up unto 
thee, and thou (halt gladly praife Him, when thou 
feett bow wonderfully Things have wrought together 
for Good. For as one very juftiTy otferves, 

" God is alike* both good, and wife, • 
" In what he gives, and what denies : 
*' Perhaps, what Good nefs gives To-day, 
" To-rtorrow,' Goodnefs takes away/' 

One great Reafon, why thoii profiteft fo little 
by the Judgments of God, is, thou doft not re- 
ceive them, as from the immediate Hand of God, 
nor confider them as Coltedlions for Sin \ but 
lookeft too much at fecond Caufes, and the Inftru- 
ments he makes ufeof to punifli thy Rebellion. 
This makes thee rather fret, than fubipit ; and 
thou thinkeft thou artill ufed by Men, and artrea-. 
dy to indulge Difpleafure at the Inftrument, but 
<ioft not acknowledge the Juftice of God in thy 
Sufferings. But be aiTured of this, that all Crea« 
tures, both good and bad, are in the Hand ofGoD, * 
and can neither fpeaknor do any Evil unto thee, but 
by the Pcrmiffion or Appointment of God. There- 
fore> g^t above Second Caufes, Meansi ^nd Inftru- 
ments, and receive all, both good and bad, as 
P 3 from • 



from the immediate Hand of God : For 'till thou 
art brought unto this, thou canft never be tru\y 
happy Jong together. But when thou art ciiabkd 
to eye God alone, and to acknowledge Him in 
all thy Ways, then <hou wilt find, by happy Expe- 
rience, thatthe/ninuteft Good, or Evil, will be 
Weft to thy Soul, and thou wilt thankfully Praife 
( JoD for the good Effedls of his Rod^ as well as of 
his Staf. . 

Various are the Judgments of God, and various 
are his Ways of difpenfing them- Sometimes He 
pernr.its evil Angels to torment and diftrcfsboih 
Sxrjl an^i-Eody ; at other Times He fuffers the 
Devil lo iWr .up wicked Men, to reproach thee : 
Yea, and fromtlie People of God thou muftexpc^ 
''J 'rials; aod fuch will li^-more painful to bear, 
thiUi the former ; inafmuch as thou wilt expc^ 
hotter Treaunent at their Hands. But alas ! in- 
ilttJ. of covering tby Faults, tbey will be ready, 
ciuL'tiaicstopubfilh them, iftnot unto the WorW 
yet one uuto another. Nor is that all :• Foribey 
will mifcnnftruct thy Words and: Works, fo, as 
tQ turn thy Good into Evil. 

BnH thefc ate not all the Ways whereby Goo 
tries his People. T^Jo, all thy Loffis^ Crefih 
Pointy lyeaknefesy IVanti^ Offcfitionsy and Contra- 
dUiwns are the Voice of God, to which thou m^ 
diligently hearken, and patiently fubmit: For 
by thefe Means, God is falfilling the Prayers, thou 
haft be^n making thefe many Years. Thou baft 
been praying for Purgation fhom Sin, and that the 
whole Image of Goo might be reftored in thy Sou/} 
and doft thou not read in God's facred £o6k, that 
thefe Means are ordained of God to bring aho"f 
deHraUe Ends } Why then doft thou ftart back as 
one. afFrightncd, and lefufe to receive, what thou 
haft fo often prayed for ? The greateft Prophet tb« 

" VioM 
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World ever fa w, except the Son of GoD, came jn 
a rough, hairy Gaftnent.; fo the choiceft of God's 
Ble^ngs may come to us in rough Cipathing, .and 
defpicaWe Vehicles. But let us not on tl|is/Ac- 
couni reje<ft them ; For as a great^Man jufiiy o)j- 
ferves, '*It is a difficult Matter to read thp An-^ 
" fwerof our.own Prayers, and a harder ItiU. tO) 
« ftand it." 



On Happinefi.. 

I perceive that all Men naturally dcfire Happl- 
nefi, and do all feck it, ojie Way or another, ac- 
cording as they conceive of it* But how very' few 
are there, that feek it where it is really to he found! 
They feek all their Lives, yet die without obtain- 
ing what they de/lre, andhecoaie miferable to all 
Eternity. But wherefore is this? Is it not fcecaufe 
they miftake the ObjeS of Happinefe, fuppoSng it 
to he where it is not ; fo that tho' they obtain what 
they feek, they are as far from folid, lafting Hap- 
pin^fs, ' as they were before they acquired it. Nor 
^can it be otherwife, 'till a right Choice is made.. 
And thenit muft be fought for ac:o ding to Divine 
Prefcripiion, orit cannot be obtained. But Oh ! 
%h^t f0tal Miftakes are daily made, both in ihe 
Choice of it, and Way of feeking it'! 

One vainly imagines it to lie in (ordid 'Ricfus: 
Wherefore his Mind is fo intently ftt upon helping: 
up Gold and Silver, as hardly to allow hirpftit the 
Comforts of Life. He grows richer, ^mi ^ not at 
all the happier. fWHPr 

Ap.t>ther imagines Happinefs tojCflpI Honout* j. 
therefore he kbouisio get Pre|Mfiint,'changai»Ie 
' uit^ (;f coftJy Apparel, ma^||^Ht Houfes,. grand 
I^uri.iuiic, and many ^^^HflRP^ in order that he 
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ixiay make a Shcwin the World, and gain the Ref- 
peS and Applauleof Men,^ And this he may gain; 
for the World will admire and flatter fuch a one. 
But alas ! Experience fays, Happinefs it not here. 

A Third makes Pleafure the Objeft of bis Hap- 
pinefs ; and therefore gratifies all his outward Sen- 
fes, livingin Chambering and Wantonncfs, Rio- 
ting and Drunkennefe, denying himfelf nothings 
that may tend to yield momentary Pleafure to 
hisflefhly Senfes. But alas ! fad Experience tefti- 
lics, that Happinefs is not here. 

A Fourth, places all his Happfnefs in Learning \ 
and therefore labours Night and Day,, to get ac- 
quainted with divers Language^, and to find out 
the Nature^ Ufe^and Properties of Things ; which 
when he has attained, doe$ he find himfelfthat 
happy Perfon, he fondly fuppofed he (hould, with 
all his Knowledge i Does he not rather find that 
he that increafes Knowledge,, without knowing 
God 'y proponion-Ahly incriofifshis awn Mijiryi. and 
is therefore brought to confefs, with Solomon^ the 
wife and learned ; that this alfo, u Vanity ^md Vex- 
ation of Spirit, 

A Fifth Is inclined to think, that Religion is 
the only Thing, that can poflibly render a Man 
truly happy. And therefore conrimences a A^%- 
oni^. But this he may do, and yet be ad 
fer from real Happinefs, as the Damned in Hell 
are; tho* rot fo fenfibfc of it as they. 'Ferz- 
mongfl the Myriads of Profeflors there arc very 
few, that know and love God ; confequently^ 
very few th-^t arc happy. For tho' it is tri^? 
that A' ^ l^c^^-j^ I'h in ji,' that can make any 

Mail tr« . i ycc how many are there, that 

rmiOiike in ir«i^ inporrant Affair, fuppofing that to 
b? RcUglun, which in Re?tlity is^not fo ? A. Man 
jnay have A}t Spcriiii.tioij of Religion in his Head, 
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and the Word of God on his Tongue, and walk in 
all the outward Ordinances, apparently blamelefs 
in the Eyes of Men; and yet all theVhile be defti- 
tuteof the real, genuine Religion, of CA^j/?^ confe- 
quemly void of real Happinefs^ 

Religkn, is an inward vital PrinicrpFe in ffie Soul';; 
or in other Words, it is the Hqjy Ghoft dwelling; 
in the Heart of Man by Faith, enabling him in- 
aH his Thoughts, Word^, and Works to glorify 
God, thro* our Lord' "Jefm Chrifl, And this* In 
the general, he does- willingly,, being influenced 
by the powerful Spirit of Lovc^ And if at any 
Time, thro' the Corruption of his own Heart, and 
ImperfedJionsof his Flelh, he finds an Averfion to 
that which is Good, and a Propenfity to that which 
K Evil, for this he hates himfelf,. and mourns be- 
fore God j who according to his Word,. Comferts 
fuch Evangelical Mourners. But how .maay arc 
there, who efpoufe the Gaufe of Religion, who 
neverthelcfs, ftop fhort of this powerful Principle, 
this InwardHeaven, arid fo flop fliort of true, folid, 
lafting Happi nefs? Take good Heed to thvfelf, 
that thou art not one of thefe, Let^ndthing (atisfy 
thee below the inward^ powerful^ holy Religion .of 
Chriji Jefus : F*or this alone, can make thee truly 
happy, in this World, and that which is to come, 

A Copy of a Letter to a FriencL 

God forbid, that I fliould hide from my dear 
Brother, the great Things God has oflatedpnc 
for my Sout. The laff Sunday Night after Preach- 
ing I went into my Room, and bowed my Kn^es 
before God, to feek a Bleffing oa the Word I had 
been hearing ; but did not expeft fuch a Vifit, as 
I then received from Hiiti. I was extremely weak 
— ^ -^ - ^ *•• aiui; 
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Jftid low, both in Body and Mind ; but my Ex- 
tremity was God's Opportunity, for perfeQing . 
his Strength in my threat Weakncfs. How lon» 
I was on my Knees I cannot tell ; but I perceived 
that the Lord by the Manner of his Dealing 
with me) intended me a Blefling, and my Soul 
grew bold, and wreftled hard for it : And, blefled 
be God ! through Grace, I obtained it. D<>es 
my very dear Friend v/ant to know whit it was ? 
Then, Sir, I will teil you. During the impor- 
tant Procefs, the Lord kindly inquired after my 
Name, and I fiinply told him. The chief of Sin- 
ners, and urtworthieft of all Creatures : Hie feemed 
pleafed: This encouraged me to a(k his, and He 
gave it, to wit, Jesus. Faith gladly imbraced it, 
and then d^fircd an Explication of that fweet and 
precious 'M*;w^ ; and, thanks be to God ! I foon 
had my Petition aiifwered, and that to the great 
AftoniiKment, . as wejl as the, Joy of my Soul. 
For foon the odoriferous Box was opened, and out 
tpame univerfal Mercy, or Mercy filling and <:om* 
paifing Heaven and Earth, aodLove of equal £x* 
tenfio'n. Strange and amazing Sight indeed ! M^ 
Heart leaped for Joy, yea and ftill I am exceeding 
glad 5' fot my Soul banquets on AH^cy and Levf 
Day anil Night. Satan is confounded, and tny 
Sins are drowned in the Abyfs of this Goodnef»i 
And tho' my. Soul is (hut itp in^tbe Dungeon of a 
corrupt and finftil Body^Mercyanrf Love are vvfth me. 
Oh! thatthey may ccuxtinue with me,'till I^am c«t!ed 
lo inherit thatFulnefe, of which I have now a Tafte. 
And now, dear Sir,, tifl&t God «nay give you 
the like "Reyelation of the exceeding Riches, of di- 
vine Mercy ^nd Love,' is,, and ihallbe'the hearty 
Prayer of the Chief of Sinners. And 'if the Mer- 
cies of Ganare large enough forme,' wJiofeEtjual, 
for outward and msvard vVickednsfs, cannot be 
'^' ""^ - fountl. 
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found in Heaven, Earth, or Hell ; who then needs 
defpair ? Oh ! that all the World did but kno>«fc 
God's Goodnefs, and my. * Vilenefs, that they 
rnight thereby be incouraged to hope in the Mer- 
cies of God, thro' Chrijiy which I have proved to 
be both boundlefs and free ! , ' 

As I have given you air Accpunt of the Succcfc 
I had in Praye/, probably u may not be unaccept* 
able, if I mention feme remarkable Occurrencei^ . 
that happened during the Time I was wreftling 
with God, with Kefpea to fhe Aififtance I had 
from- Heaven, and the Oppofltion I had from Be- 
neath. 

And firft, with regard to the AfBftance I had 
from Heaven, which indeed was very wonderful : 
When my bodily Strength was cxhaufted, that 
Pi;omffe was brought to my Memory, They that 
vkMii on the Lord -/hall renew their Strength, And 
I hereon pleaded with Him for the Renewal of my 
Bodily Strength, that I might continue a longer 
Space in Prayer ; and the Lord gracioufly anfwercd 
my Requeft. . Then having my Strength renewed 
I went on afreih, and pleaded for my Soul 
that precious Promife, which we have in 
Matt. vH. f, J/k and it Jhall be given you, I confi- 
dered thcfe, as the Words of the God o'f Truth j 
artd colieded, a^ near as 1 could, all iny Wants ; 
which were many and great. And feeing the 
Lord had engaged Himfelf, both by Promife, 
and by Oath, to fupply them all, my Faith, from 
hence, gathered Strength, and I fincerely declared 
to GfoD chat there I would rather die, than b« feat 
away without his Bleffing. Again, when my 
Strength failed me, and Pains feized me in various 
Parts of my weak and d'forderedBody, and Nature, 
and the Devil told me, I had better be on my Bed 
than there ; the Lord brought to my Mind the 
• Hard(hi{>Sy 
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mrdOiips and Sufferings, which many endured, 
flJhljr for temporal Advantage, or the Safety of 
their natural Life, By thus weighing their Suflfer* 
ings with mine, and their Advantages with mine^ 
I got my Mind fortified againft Pain. And the 
Lord having fliewn me my ff^antsy and his Fulnnfs^ 
and in fomtf Meafure, refreflied my Saul, I told 
Him, I intefided nothing lefs, than the taking 
Heaven by Violence th^t Night. You will fay, I 
*a^ed the Part of an impudent Beggar ; and indeed 
fo I did: But Ipleaded my great NeceiEty, and 
hisPromifeln Excufe of my Boldnefs. I alfo ur- 
ged that Scripture, ike Kingdatn of Heavm fuffereth 
Violence and the vhlent take It by Force ^ 

Tovvafds the latter End of my Prayer I begjin to 
be amazed; for Ifeemedlike a Ve'flel under full 
fail, aed with the rapid TLd?, juft entering th6 
Haven of Reft and Peace. 

When God lays to his helping Hand, what Pro- 
gfefs the Soul makes in at few Hours T HaVfcjsf 
mentioned a few of the particular Helps I had 
from Heaven, during the Conflia^ 1 truft, not 
out of^vain Oftentation, but with a View to the 
J^Glory of GoD, and Encouragement of your Soul, 
J ^ and of any, who may hereafter read it \ 

I Ihall, fecondly, give an .^nftance or two of the 
Irtteriuptions I met with ^uring this Seafon of 
Prayer. Batan^ (as ufSial) ftood at my right Hand 
to refift me, and irjedled his hellilh Temptetions 
into my Mind. - 

And no Wonder, for Goh w*rs fliaking his 
Kingdom in my Heart. And I have always ob*' 
ferved t)iat the more diligent 1 have been in jprofe- 
cuting the Work of Salvation, either in my own 
Soul or others^ the more Oppofition I have niet 
with from him. Moreover^ feveral of the People 
intbeHoufe, difturbed me, by knocking at the 

Door 
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Door where I was. And altbo* they did notiutcnd 
to interrupt my Devotion, yet, I know not, but 
the Enemy of my Soul might have fome Hand even 
in this. What our Lord faid concerning Pet^^* 
I think, I mayjuftty apply to xijyfelf, th^t Satan 
defires much to have me, not only, in hia Sieve, 
but in Hell. But He that, prayed for his tempted 
Peter J does, and I truft ever will, pray for. me. 
And- f ho' I am, like P//^r, often finking,. I find 
his .gracious Hand raife&me up again. vAnd I hope 
and bcli?ve, that he that faved Peter, will finally 
fave me out of all my Troubles ; and that Peter^s 
God fliallbemy God to ajl Et;ermty. 

And now^ dear Sir, baying Simply laid before 
you the Succefs of this Night's Prayer, may^ God 
blefs the Reading of it t;o your Soul. ^ ^ 

/t7w, dear Sf ft ' 

Jpsur^s.efffkfifmaiely, &c. - 
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SELECT SENTENCES, 

Relating to 

RELIGION AND COMMOJSr LIFE. 



LAY not too much Strefs upon Graces received 
at fome particular Times. 

Think not that the prefent Stock of Grace is 
fufficient for the future: withoat a dai^y Supply. 

Learn 
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Learn to apply the Merit of Cbrtfl dally, for your 
Continuation in the Favour of Gop^ and what Ufe 
it 16 of| With refpe<3 to your Growth in San^foa^ 
tion. 

Tbofc Paffions which arc Parts of human Na- 
ture, do not attempt to root outj but tofuhdue ; and 
thofe Things which ^xt lawful in themfelves only, 
xeftrain the unlawful Z)^^^/ of them. 

Never defire a perfed Freedom from Sin^ in or- 
der to live at Safe, or to be excufed from Watch- 
fulnefe ; but in order to glorify Gor> more, ' 

When you are zealous of good Works, fee that 
pleating yourfelves, or obtaining ihePraife of Men» 
have no Share in your Intention. 
. Be careful, not only to guard againft grofs Sin, 
but all Remiflnefs of Behaviour. 
. Whea your Soul is wounded by^nySin, fee 
that it be throughly healed by Repentance^ and 
the Blood of Atonement, that you may not go 
halting all your Life, by Reafon oif imperfedCures. 

Little Sins committed againft Confcience, hard- 
en the Confcience, and may, by Reafon of their 
Multitude^ be as deadly as greater. ** Litde 
' *' Strokes, fell great Oaks." 1 

Never believe any Thing without fufficlent Evi- 
dence, efpecially, an evil Report of anojjieo 

Never determitie any Matter,, not (b much as 
in your Mind, without hearing both Sides fpeak 
for themfelves. ?or he that is firft in his own 
Caufe, maketh it appear good, but his Neighbour 
Cometh and fearcheth him out. 

IfTihofe whom you love, and do Good UAtQ« re- 
ctum you no Thanks, but rather Evil; yet you can- 
not be deprived of your Wages, for you are "amply 
rewarded -by the prefent Happinels. which attends 
doing Goodj even to the unworthy. 

Tbole 
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Thofe who do Evil unto jpou without a Caufe, if 
you take it patiently, bring the Bleffing of God 
upon you, iov Chrifi h^th faid, hlejfed are ye when 
Men JhaU revile youy audperfecute you^ andjhdl fay all 
JManner of EvH againjl ym falftlyfor my Sake. 

AU the evil. Spirits in Hell, and wicked Men on 
£arth, can do you nohurt, if your unmortified Paf- 
lions give. them not leave. 

It is extreme FooUQinefs in a Man to be an Ene- 
my to Himfelf ; — But a Malicious and peevim 
Man is an Enemy, or Plague to Himfe:f; — Therc- 
.."fore, a .malicious and peevi& Man, is extrep^ely 
Poolifli. 

Great Learning and Power in a wicked M^t 
is like .a Sword io the Hand of a mad Man« 

Learning is like Fire, which, if it is kept in the 
Chimney, is of excellent Ufe, but if it is placed in 
the Roof of theHoufe, it burns th? Habitation, '\^ 
not the Inhabitants; fo Learning, if it is kept in (ub- 
ordination to the Qrace of God, and the Laws of 
the Goipel, is of excellent Ufe ; but if it exalts it- 
feif above them, it confumes the Soul witli Pride, 
^nd contributes to the Deftruclion of alt about it. 

He who takes the Knowledge of Words for Lear^ 
^ffg9 is like the Man who takes the Bill of Ditec-. 
rtions infiead of the Medicine. 

The Knowledge of Words is only ufeful to the 
Knowledge of Things ; as the Bill of Diredions is 
uCeful.to the taking the Medicine. • 

A Man of many Words, without diftin<EUdeas, 
and a good Judgment, is like a Ship, with large 
.Sails, without an Helm. 

AnidleMan, of any Profeflioa, fhouldgoto the 
School of Ants to lonva Indu/iry -, and a foolifli 
Man toJearn IVifdom. They provide their Meat in 
Summer* 

Q, Idlenefs 
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Idleneft is th^ Caufe of fgnorancc 5 Knowledgt 
cannot be a(^(|uFred ^rthft'uc AppUcaticm of Mind. 
Jf we had nfore tr/^'*'fbi6kfers, m^tr t^nfrt 
ThinTccrs, ive ibouM haVc more wife Men in the 
World. 

It win coft a'Man ftttiWbing to be religious, but 
It 'tytti ce^ft'much riiore, 'not tol)e fo. 

Afkzti had1)«tfer dwaHn^the^Idrti^ttf aHoefe- 
top alone, than with. a. bi^^ling 'Woman, and ia 
« wiacHoufe J -butaWrtuoiisW6rtia'n is ^ Grown 
tohdr flfufbarnd, a Rdicf tohisCablnjtJ», andt&o 
SoJacc of fiisLlft. 

Wc'&OuW be long indetienrtfrting that, if^ich 
w<icai> (J^tprminc but once, 

• ttaftyFrr^ndfljjpsarcg^titrany bat'^oit ones; 
If one would bc'hapgy In aFripn8, tbte moft mattire 

. •DtJlbcrition^ouil^ prpijcfic, antj^thefiioft im/iqn 
laWoGortfidchce follow the phojcc, 

If a Man would five free'fron> the tf oublelbme 

Company of evil Spirits, be* njuft Hvc near G<^ 1 

for either for Ms Holitlcfs tbeycfartndt aj)ide, prfor 

^his^JMaieftjrahd PoVrcr thcyd^rQ 'flPt cm^fH ,\p¥^ 

'bis Prilence, - , 

Providence l6^cs to fevour tbdfe yii\to hrwf 
it. The bcft Way to make Providence our 
"Frierrd, is to jjave a firm Qortfidencc in it. We 
muft provi human Friends^ before we tKu/l them^i ' 
but we muft fr^Pro^i^encey iri^ thtn ^c&ail frovf 
it. ' \' r ' ■ 

A Man that loves Moneys makWthe Serpent's 
'Curfe, his Choice ; 4nd lofres, (HJslc the Mold) to 
^be buried in the Earth while alive. 

The Love of God fhed abroad in thp Heart, ts 
like theSun in the Firmament, continually emitting 

• Light and Heat, and it }s as impoteble for that 
Soul to be coldanicpmfortlefs ^.as fordie Battb to 
be dark wlten the Sun (bines upon it. 

Be Hvily in your Convocation but not Ughf-^ be 
^d hut ttot/adf Bs 
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li^ thakt >«iU not /^^\^{k4\fy^ thiv VVraih o( 
He ftftHriifVsi e^\}Qy^^i^(/iM M9rvnti>f:)ip 

iioofftf i&the teftP^icyjapclagCQ^ Coi)fqien<e 
is-thf Uft Company. That M^n beeves ppt fear 
any evil Tidings^ w.hpjiTOt a Witi)^f3 agalnft 

He is a Mart otgf^^itt Cfciitag^i ^bo 4ares meet 
hi> riiiU4 H««r( »lpii«9 it^^ hf «& t>^ A^}^^ ^^H^ ^ 

QreAtf wlv» {» fridf (9 ijiftve cofi^u^red iti£ wbolcf • 
Wori4t but €0i4d 110) ^oMMf bifnff If* 

If we would enter into » Aicceftful Combat mi\ , 
CHrftly^, W9 miftgo daw9 1^9 «;JwV^lf7 of Hv' 

If we would be much like Qpp» fii^e mif ft c;o(iyerie . 
mwH TwrUJi flin* » For, v by copycrling^ vi\^ % 
Frieiid ^ Ipye, iv^ drink into hi» Spirit, and vcs^^ > 
tate his Manner!} io by convfrilng with God in" 
his Ordif^nces, ajndcfp^iaIlyinPrfyer> we grow 
conforo^able to bis n?orai Image* 

Xhe Throne 9f (CJra^e^ is the gopd Man's Sane- 

tufiry. T^>' U;U oc^r Duty to. pray, in that Gqd 

hs(^ ^oi;np;^x^fi£d itj yet it is one of the grtateft 

Privejfges> that .Gqd has ^puchfafed us. Our 

Prayers fhould be a? inceiTant as oxirlVanU. 

If webr^igaflocereHeartyjind lawful Petitions 
to.Gop^ an^.be refolvcd to wait for theAnfwer, 
we {hall be fure to fpee^. 

To be good, amopg the good, will not go with- 
out a Reward; but to be goqdio evil Times, fnd . 
among evil Men, is moiie excellent. A little 
Goodnefs ip young jtbijab^ wjas honourably fpoke 
of, becaufe in the Houfc pf Jeroham. 

, <l^ * If 
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If we would not be htSireay or wbeedbd out of 
our Profeifion of Religion, we ihuft labour to be 
pofiefled of the Spirit and Power of it, and welt 
grounded ki the Nature and Excellency of it. 

What, is in the Power of Man to-do^ is alfo 
in his Power to undo ; hence, if Man only makes 
usC^/)ftW, byPerfuafion or Intencft, we may be un- 
chrilianedby the fame Means. ^ But if CAr^,- by 
his spirit makes us ChrtfiianSy it is out of the Pow- 
er of others to undo it. 

Our Saviour has bid us, be wife as Serpents^ and 
haimlcfs as Doves : For the Wifdom of the ^Serpent 
alone^ is too fubde to be good \ and the Harmleff- 
ncfs of the Dove^ \% toofunple to befafe : But a 
Serpent's Eye in a Z>w/'s Head,, is an excellent 
Ornament. 

When Men go to Church out of Cujkm^ not 
owioi Confdence^ they return, with the addttiohal Sin 
of mocking their Maker. ' 

'Thofe who give Thanks for public Mercies or 
fignal Vid^ories, m Revclrngs and Drunkennefs, 
woribfp Bacchus^ not the livijig God. 

*Tis true the Groffnefi of Idolatry fs banifted 
from among:, us, but the jR^AVy of Idolatry remains, 
and eftabliflies irfelf with us: One woribips his. 
iW»»<?y, another his Mtjhefs\ a 'third* his BohUy -and 
a founh his Hounds : and tbe Ladies generally find 
no Gcddefs fo worthy of their Devotion, as ibem^ 
fehteSf 

An idle Man's Brain, is Satah*s Shop: and 
whereas the Devli tempts other Men, an idle Man 
tempts the Devil to tempt him. 

Thc're are three Things which are a'Nuifancc to 
the Earth : A Beauy a Coquet^ and a Flattehr, 

To put on fine Cloaths, upon a well proportN 
nncd Body, in order to draw the wanton Eye, and 
iaHame the ^afcivious Heart ; is to po^mt a Dart^ 
tiiat the Wound may be mpre deadly. The 
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"The LaJus mth naked BicaPe, a nainching 
Gate^ and a bold Pront, l^ang out a flu-jewd Sigp 
that they keep a publickHoufe. 

A proud M^ thinks himfelf flighted by. moft or 
all he meets with ; but an humble Man things 
every one pays him more defFerence than he de- 
fcTves. Hence, the proud Man has a continual 
Incentive to Rage an(J Mifery; but the humble 
Man every where meets with Matter of Thankfu.l- 
ncfs and Felicity, 

Every Man (houW labour to bring his Mindy to 
his Stau, not his State to his Min^*, in that it is. 
not bis PJace to govern the World 5 but to ftand 
in the Station Providence afigns bin>. . 

Moft Mentin the World have it in their Power 
to be rich. The true Difinition pf Riches, is, a 
SuBBciency/pr pur lawful Neceffities, ^nd a cpntent 
Mind therewith. Aiid, who but the idl^, px the 
angry P^fon wants this ? 

Cur unmortifiedy^nd exorbitant Dciir^S) cre- 
ate Neceffities which Nature never made '3 an/d 
then webl^KpcGop for bejng fonaripyvfewled* 
This is unfiifferablc Wicke^nels. 

Ap evil Speaker and Slanderer ^ is ^ ijiore mif- 
chievous Perlon in Society, than a common High^. 
Yffjf'Tn0n : He only |akcs-away a Man'a Money for 
the prefent, whereas, the Slanderer takes away 
his goodName. And to moft Men, their Bepii- 
tatipn is more dear and uft^ful, tjian their Mpney. 

Of. the dead^ ana the ahjent^ fpeak nothing but 
good. And if the Company will be employed \n 
DetwQion, or Defamation, le:^ them fee l>y your 
Countenance that it hath no Place in your ^eai't j 
or elfe open your Mouth to reprove them. 

An evil Speaker hurts the ahfent: A gay* and 

trifling Talker, or common Jefler, hurts himfelf, 

and thofe who are prefitit, Zim^ the Philofopher, 

Q^J leaving 
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leaving a Company of modlfli Triflcre, was aiked 
how he left the Company employed : He znfwered^ 
*^ Some in milking the Ram, others holding the 
Fail." 

A Man, who in Company arrogates all' the 
Converfation ,to himfelf, is^s unmannerly^ as he 
who eats all at theFeaft, The above-mentioned Phi- 
lofopher, happening to be where one of dicfe windy 
' l^cllows was prefenti endifred his Noife for a Time, 
but feeing iio Probabitity of an End, he addrefled 
the Company 'thus. ** T!hat poor Man has a vio> 
lent Flux upon hiraj*' the Company ftared, and 
- the Rethorician ftopt: ** Yes, added Zeno^ the 
Flux is fo violently upon hini> that it has carried 
his Ears into his Tongue." 

Men, who game for Pleafure^ dre'fs ior Jhewy^ 
pray to be beardy or giv^ Alms to htfeen of others, 
4nd follow Buiinefs to grow rich^ or live in Indul- 
gence ^ have indeed' different Employments, but 
they have the fame corrupt AffeSions and vicious 
Intention, and are at an equal Diftance from the 
Spirit of Chriftianity 

If we would be led into Truth. entirely,, wc mufl 
not make our preconceived Opinions the Rule to 
interpret Scripture by ; but the Scripture, the Ruk 
to form our Qpinions by. 

Whatever good Work may be done tUs Mo- 
ment, never defer 'till i\i^ next : But lay hold on- 
the firji Opportunity. * 

As we muft never do evil, that good may come ; 
fo we muft never omit Good, tn fear of evil com- 
ing- 

Duty belongs to us,. Events belong to God : 
Let us look to /&/, He will ta.ke care of tbern^ 

When v^e undertake God's Work, we neglc<S 
^ur own,. and yet we cannot do his: Men are- 

much\ 
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much more perplexed and affli£bd, with what may. 
be ; than with what needs muftht. 

Some People are very expert in plaguing thern^ 
felves; either in brooding , over paft Calamities^ 
and fo bringing dead' Troubles to Life a^ain; or in 
poring upon a prefent Afflidion, tho' they have 
though in their Circumftances to comfort them v^ 
tliey have eafy Seats enough^ and yet they will ob- 
ftinately fit down upon their fingle Bunch of 
Thorns: Others grieve themfelves with fearin* 
what. 13 future, and which probabTy may never 
come upon them, or not in the Manner they con- 
ceive.. 

The beft Remedy forthis Difeafe^ is a firm Be- 
lief in the Wijdom and Goodmfs of GoD : This wilt 
take us off from finding Fault mihpa/iy and fcar- 
iing futyr^ Providepces. We "m'uft be ftrangcly 
tranfported by our Paffion, if we can blame the 
Contrivances of Infinite /3Pj(^<?;w, or fear the Admi<i> 
niftrationfr of Infinite Goodnefs. 
. There are rml Evils in the. World, but thefi are 
caufed by our finning: Yet there are a Thoufand 
Times more imaginary,, than real ones. If we had 
more Faitby we ftiould have lefs Sorrow • 

As there is a realio there is a counterfeit Humility* 
Ihave known fome very lavifli in abafing themfelves, 
in fuch Expreffions as thefe : ** I am a poor good 
for nothing Creature : I can do nothing : I am a 

Soor Sinner.^ I have joined Iffue with them, and. 
lewed as great FoifWardnefs to abafe them as th^. 
choofe :« Hence they have fuddenly ftopt, or chang- 
ed their Language ; fome have redden'd, with Re- 
fentment^ and boiled with Anger : By which I un- 
derftood that their humble ExpreffioiTs only dwelr 
upon their Tongues, not copied from their Hearts : 
And that they were either an Excufe for. Idlenefs^.. 
vzJIaoA to catch Praife. 

Eridfef. 
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Pride, of all Monftcr^, ha$ the moft H^ads; 
and appears umier the moft contrary Forms, Some- 
times it crawls upon the Ground y ^nd (pmetixoei 
foars in the Air: Sometimes it appears in 'Ks^, 
and fometinies in gay Apparel : Sometimes in an 
afFefied Silence, and Sometimes in much T*alk* 
It can make Grace, or Sin, the Occafion of fetting 
itfelf off: And there is fcarcely any Flower in the 
Garden of Paradifc, or of Nature,, from whence it 
cannot feed itfelf. 

There is on^, and only one, RemcjJy for this 
Plague of Pride . Thtf Love of God, fhed abroad 
jn-our Hearts, .by the HoJy Gboft given unto iis, 
by which our Hearts are incited, and 6> moulded 
Into the comly Image of Humility. We may 
hammer our Hearts as long as we pleafe upo|i the 
Anvil of EduQition i apd file them yfhh the ¥&t^^ 
pfGodlinefs; yet they will retain their Satanicjp- 
Form and Quality, -till the Fire of iFje^Y^a^ mf)p 
ihctn ifito.tbe Mould of Xrp wlinefs* 

Satan, the tmwearied Enemy of GoP, andgpo^l 
Men* w]H always oppgfe thofe whom he canmot de- 
firoy; And* in that ^heir natural Difpoi;tti^n$ ^q(| 
Tenjpcrs are very vanous, he will ufe various Me- 
thods as p^ay heft fuit his Purpofe* !He geqer^jy 
folio weth jthofe y^hp are mturajly inclined to Mp- 
Janchply, .and pf a tU^erous JPifpofition, .wjth 
heavy Accufations of Infinccrityf leither in gco.eraji 
or with refpe/S to^meparticu^v .CJuxumftwccs,: 
With ir)pmidatii?g and fiifpicious Su^eftJon.s, ib^t 
.their jExperiencc is not. r^/zl^ hnt feigmd y or.^lk 
that they h^ falling from ^Qop, r^nd.th^t, he. wijl 
caft^hsTP Qffi and-aTfo withJbiit^r Jnv<?<£fciv^5^ ai^d 
. tauiitjjpg Rieproacl>e». This he . jcuay; cp^inuc t9- 
W^'6 io>m.e /or Week$, or jiio/ith§, (V year$, 17}^ 
fureft Way to Safety and.JD^Jtver^nce, ,is to q3ais;e 
every repeated AfTault, an Occafion of renewed 
Ads of Repentance toward God, and Faith in 

Jejk, 
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^^fiis Chrijt ; of examining the Sinccritv and Inte- 
grity of their Heart, and of making a more fure 
Claim to the Afllftance of th^ Holy Spirit. ' Then 
ray Tj«tci bJm, in all the Affurance of Faith, ♦* Get 
tliee behind meOatan, for thou art an OfFence unto 
xrie.^ The LoRo rebuke thce.'*^ . 

• With thofe ^ho are naturally fearlefs and pre- 
fuming, he taketh a different Method. Heat- 
tempts to fill them with high Conceits of their At- 
tainments, of the Strength of their Grace, and the 
Safety of dieir State j in order to heighten their na- 
tural Prefumption, and ^ relax their Watchfulnefs, 
that he may brin^ them again into the Snares of 
Stnl Such have need to check the undue Sallies of 
their ill grounded Confidence, and reprefs the 
Flighty of their fbaring Spirits. Let them be 
much employed in Soul abafing Exercifes. The 
Benignity; Love, and fender Mercies of God, * 
afc ^oper' Siil:|6ds of Meditation^ for the former i 
But the Hdlneft, -■ Purity, an^ inflexible' Juftice of . 
theAlmigfaty, are niore proper to employ the Minds ^ 
of the latter. 

If we judge of what is good for us, by our Lik- 
• ing, we ftall generally miftake t For moftly, that - 
which is nx6dv{}ainful, is mbft profitable unto us. 

"It is a coni^n Obfervation,' that Men of 
Temper, are 'more overcome by fmall Mat- • 
tcrs, than by great Ones. One Reafori of this, 
is, the frequent Occurence of little Things ; but 
the chief Caufe is, the not being prepared to re- 
ceive them. 

Our toitl!)i wlfyd'has enjoifned the Duty of 
Watchfulnefs, has not confined the Exercife of it 
to the more important 'Affairs of common Life;, 
but extended it to the moft minute Circumftances. * 

We (ball fee good Reafon for this, if we confider 
the Nature of our Situation : Confined in a Body, 
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in a State of Enmity againft the Soul } the S«ni«» 
- of which^ ate Dvsus. to let in Sin upon her : In a 
World, where we «;;mi fee, hear» tafte, orfetl«<»- 
tlung, but what ntaypoifba atH=-<M*n<t9, When 
our Houfeisi*uw»«nii^d»ritl|Thiev€S, there 'a good 
- Keafort for locking tbcDoor$,.aod keeping aGuaid. 
Ta reaibn and difpute mth out Paffwns» 
and corrupt AiFeajonB, is to gwe them, great Ad- 
.vamagie a^inft ^$: For, Ca» ^j«»//* faith) ow 
1 affionjujieuotr v:an!H«flj«d.bjr i?<^« hot. by F^ra. 
fa/hng, and AI?flJn«;fKf , . are, like wttMJu>g 
i^iKl ft«m thf Fwre, when wf wi^ald i^vn icgo^but, 
and keepjo^Proveuder froma^iU Qiea^tQ taoje 
li»in : AiMl IS of jpreat Force i» fukdwiiu att mu 
I^uft^ bat fJ^^Am caaing out the loKWPevU, 
^ * her^ i# B^OaVifOCB between tboft; who.ww 
tl)«»«v« up^» a Aw»^f f their qwo ftifljhtewlV 
iifft, afl4 thfl,f,.^lj,cxc9v«r thfiflf^W witl^ »» Zp«- 
gmtmofOfrifi!^ l^igbtcpi^fj, ^^^ ^.r^, 
njaja wjvt; M>«. PftWi|r,o<: cwnipjt Afe^i^i, and 
Wthy mtthm. Foi C*^//f came not to put ^" fine 
y^ i»poa aie^roM? §oi>l j bi^ t«i ^/ jj, L«,a>. 
J> vVhen t)\fi.Jiiai>iupf of the Jf jngTs Dwgblpr it 
of «^^ Q^iH. (hp k vUilsrhvf, wiihm^ ' '. 
• Tho/c wIm) t^tpj^ thgf.Or/^ ijtfZf not fave ths<n 
fr«n;|H^Siwin tJjj* Lift, laake ^fea, ioGftcer?, fep- 
ing Heb^s, in. his Wor^ toH us, th^ /ftt t^illif 
■ cur SanSificcukm. Thofe who think He tatm^t (ave 
them, deify the DAili They /iippofehim to l^ve 
more Power to deftroy, than Chnjl to reftpye. . 

This is^ #n undootted Tr<W> that tl^y. w'?*' 
live to tbeKing<W of 5^w>, wMl die into tbeJCinr- 

All Devotion depends omhajt new fteart,' which 
GopgivMuswhenit pleafes Hiip, In order to 
repeive jt, the Soul fliould be difengaged from 4 
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that fhuts up the Door of our Heart agaioft Jiis 
Spirit: "We -zre continually as aflcep, unlefsJHe 
awakens us: 

By Retirement and AbftraifteAiefs from Ac 
World; we ihoald remove all Hinderances to thofe 
fecret Con^erfations, thofe Vifits unknown to Men 
oPthc'Wbrld, and thofe Divinelmpreifions, which 
makeus groan' and ^figb» love and defire, pray, and 
Jraportiine'Goi>, to give us the continual Influence 
of his' jSpirit *y without which the Soul remains 
dry and barren, as Trees arc in Winter, tho' there 
njaytcLireln their Roots, \. 

. Fire is the Symbol of Love;' and ihe Love of 
God is the Priitciplc and End of all oujr good- 
WoHr.' But as Truth ftirpafTes Figure, the Fire 
of DMne'Lo^c^ his ihfs^Advantage over material 
Fire, that it c^ re-afcehi) to its Sporce, and riife 
thither yrith it fill the gpod Works which it pro*- 
^uces. Apd by this Means it prevents their being 
corrupted, by Pride, Vanity, or any evil Mixture, 

If thou defircft this Love of Gop and Man* be 
hum}>te $ for .t}ie:proud Heart, as it loves none but 
itfelf,' fo it is bdovija of none, but b^ itfdf: The 
Voice of Humility is God's Rhetoric* , Humility 
enforces, where neither Virtue, norStrengthi nor 
Reafon can prevail. 

If thou feed any Thing in thyfclf which majT 
make thee proud, Jook 4 "ttlc.and thou (halt nnd ' 
enough to humble thee j if thou art wife, view the 
Peacock's Ftathen 'with his Fut, and weigh thy 
beft Parts with thv TmperfeAipns : He that would 
rightly prize thc'Man, muft read hrs whxJle Story •- 

If thou wouldeft preferve a found Body, ufe Faf. 
ting iand Walking} if a heahhful Souj, Fafting 
ard Praying r Walking cxercifeth theUody, Pray^ 
ingexcrcifeth the Soul} Fading cleanfeth-both* . 

Look upon thy Afflictions as thou doft upon thy 

Phyflck; both inoply a'£)ircare, and. both are ap« 

' , * plied 
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plied for a Qu^e ; that ofthc Body^ tiis of the SouJ 
If they work, tbey |>rQinire Health ; if hot the] 
threaten Death : Heis sot happy who is not afHi<St! 
edf but he that is made better by his Ai|i<£lion. 

Praife no Man too liberally hefotfpL Jiis. Face j 
. xior cenfure him too laviftily behin<Hiis Back. , Th< 
one favours of Flattery ; the otherlof Malice, smi 
both are. rcprehenfiblc. The true Way to advanci 
another's Virtue^ is to follow it ; and the beil 
Means to cry down another's Vice, is to decline it 

He who aocs not defire the Parfe&im of Grac^i 
never yet arrivedVt the Sirumty <rf'Gjace« 

We muft dejcind ia :order "to afctfii.: He^ tbai 
, would be high in Graqe, muftJi^i^w in Humility 

Deep Affli<aions> with ileady Patien^et exdu th< 
Sufferer: St. 06>]^tf;w iaidof ^^^.j DiinghilU thai 
it was morc.ftately than any ktngly Throne : An^ 
of his Sorely that they vfer^ricbir than amyewfis of 
precious Ston^/f yea, more/pIeniiut:ibfintbeiSun'beams 

ExAM?W5 are to be followed with Caution) 
but the Gofpel-Rules .without Referve; St. Pau 
advifesio follow Jiinxi^nly fo far ai heJfoUowed 
jChri/i: 

If thou defircft to'be wifer yet, thiiik not thyfell 
yet wife enough ; and if thou defireft to improve 
♦ICnowledgc in thyfelf^ defptfe ixot the Inftruflions 
of Another: He\tbatinfti;ud& him that thinks hi m^ 
felf wife enough, hath a Fool for his bcbolar; he 
that thinks hinifelf wifejehough to inftruiQ; Jiimfelfj 
,hath a Fool for his Matter. ' 

Grace improved, will ripen into Gbry: Gract, 
neglcfled, will fink the Slothful deeper into Perdi^ 
tion. We do not fall ibort pf Heaven for the 
/i^i«/ of Grace ; :but we dcfcend to Hell, thiougb 
the Jbufe Qiiu 
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